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N_GSTORING PEACE.

Thanks to pressure brought to bear
by Britain and Russia,
of war, involving Austria, T@®ckey and
a number of the smallér states, has
been largely dissipated. the
relations betwen all the are not
yet friendly, Austrio's backdown,
brought about by the influence of the
aged Emperor backed by outside per-
suasion, has 80 far cleared the sitna-
tion that the differsnces still existing
will yheld to ordinary ‘financial nego-
tlation. Austria, which flatly refused
to pay any indemnity to Turkey for the
annexation of “Besnia and Herzegovina
has at last yielded under ‘compulsion
and has arpanged a settloment. The
emount which Turkey accepts, $11,000,~
000, is described as Sompensation for
imperial forests sitnated in the annexed
provinces, and by this description Aus-
tria is enabled to back ‘down most
gracefully,

Turkey and Bulgaria are still at log-
gerheads, the former power obstinate-
ly refusing to recognize the independ-
ence of the* principality. Ferdinand’s
government is willing to pay a lump
sum for the annual tribute frém East-
em Rumelia. and to purchase Turkey’s
interest in fhe Rumelian rallway. But
Turkey demands indemnity in Meu of
the Buigarian tribute and also asks
settlement for Bulgaria’s share in the
Ottoman national debt. Bulgaria, in:
opposing these demands, has hitherto
enjoyed Amsirian support, but this has
been withdrawn by Austrig’s settle-
ment with Turkey. Some compromise
must be reached or the matter will be
decided by the conference of powers
which is shortly to be called ofor the
purpose of revising the Berfin treaty.

Meanwhile ®ervia and Montenegro
are like Bill Balley—out in the cold,
and clamoring to be taken in by some-
body. They are eéndeavoring to make
trouble, but it is apparent that the
Powers will stand no nonsense, and
indeed several warnings hawve Been sent
to Belgrade that bellicose action will be
promptly checked. Thess two smaill
states continue to demand a section of
the annexed territory, which Austria
will not grant. An appeal to the pow-
ers may be taken, and possibly Turkey
will be persuaded to sell a strip of
country connecting the two pricipali-
ties.

In any event, there iz now but slight
probability of war, and for the peace-
able solution of a comploated problem
praise is due Britain, Russia, and
France. >

-

THE DANGERS OF PAUPERISM

In these days when not a few Can-
Badians are inclined to make much of
the backwardness of = the Maritime
Provvinces it is well for us to give
some thought to the subject. The nat-
ural tendency is to assume an air of
injured innocence and to deny with
sufficlent and becoming vehemence
thait we lack any of the qualities and
accomplishments we should possess,
Such a course refiects credit upon the
men who pursue it, but while it does
ot offend provincial pride it has not
in the past ministered to provineial
success.

Visitors from abroad no doubt de-
sire to create g favorable impression
and therefore easily give themselves
over te the discussion af that we have
done and that we may do. But it is.
not well for us to listen to every word
thus spoken. There are good and suf-
ficient reasons for the bresent situa-
tion else it would nat be, but we can-
not be blind to the fact that as yet we
have not begun to develop the possi-
bilities that are ours, ¥ e

There are indications ‘of & lopal de-
fect. It is not easy to gain local ‘sup-
port for local enterprise. The savings
of the people find inyestment either
directly by.consent.of the Jdnvestor or
indirectly through the various finan-
clal institutions in the support of work
outside the provinces, Small com-
plaint can be made against such ga
tendency. It indicates, however, an
absence of local enterprise and a de-
plorable lack of faith in bocal men and
local possibilities,

We do not betray a belief in the op-
portunity here offered. We expect
our ablest men to move to larger cen-
tres that they may there find work
worthy their powers. ‘We have no
educational institution that can hold
for an indefinite period men of first-
rate ability. We eXpect men of great
business ability to devote themselves
to the larger tasks tramt are offered
elsewhere. And yet we cannot but
note the fact that men from ather
pc.rtscomemasttoﬂndlnthede-
slopment of our resources the oppor-
tunity they seek.

That spirit of unbelief expresses it-
self very well in this off-hand way in
which - certain confident provincial
minds dismiss the fdea, of develcping g,
great railroad system here in the east.
8o long as the government is prepared
to make up Intercolontsi deficits so
long the east will not brotest. But it
ought not to be possible for the people
of the provinces to fear the removal
of that government to the In-
tercolonial. We are quite willing that
the experiment of g Bovernment owned
and government operated railrcad
should be given here 8 complete ang
exhausive test. ILet every imaginable
variety of operation and management
be devised and practiced. But let no
Maritime man confess that we are less
able than Ontario ang the west to build
Up and sustain g 8reat rellroad sys-
tem on the basis of private ownership
and without government bounty. . To
contend for the continued operation of
ihe Intercolonial as g government rali-
road because it was so written in the
original confederation agreement ‘is to
confess that we have béen and are a
Pawuper people. The I;:tero‘olon!;! has
doubtless done excellent servige in the
past and will continue fhat service in
the future. But the good that has peen
fovompiished has heeh at tco great a
008t If twe have lost the sense of -the
Ulsgrace of dependence, if we have be-
come willlng to plead poverty ns- the
reasen for government support.

| speliker was

the probability

MR. SPENCE'S ADDRESS

The most convincing argument in
favor of civic g6 ent’ by bogrd
of control, in the address given last
evening by IMr. Spence of Toronto, was
the extreme moderation” marking the
whole discussion. The .concise, dispas-
sionate and .admirably logleal manner
m w the.  subjétt was -presented
‘cony - the ‘. gatheting ‘thiat  the
etike not a prejudicéd enthu-
sidst, nor a Sbut, a
and - clear headed ) -
man, one who has realized Y experi-
ence. the difficulties in the way of a
| stistactory  solution

;' ang

who. becaunse  of

able. Mr. Spénce does not
fection for the. working of
.:t“ ceatrol plan, but judging by what

be a little better than anything else.
" Bis address cleared up many points
has been
Of a number of St. John Jaen ‘who have
looked  into. the subject. ‘We have
béen inclined to the opinion, ‘not that
departmentai administration should be
entirely -in the hands: of -‘experts’ in
each particular lne, but that the
board of control should be composed
of men having a thorough technical
knowledze of the more important
branches of public work. Mr. Spence
impresses the idea that common sense
and personal honesty are of greater
importance than expert skill, and he
has shown that two lawyers, a dootor,
and a merchant, form, in Toronto, a
board -of control quite capable of deal-
ing satisfactorily with the many ad-
ministrative problems arising in ‘that
city.

Mr. Spence has'also revealed that
an aldermanic counefl, freed from the
tiresome = routine of insignificant
things, becomes an active opposition
and closely criticises everything done
by the board of control. - The board in
turn resents such eriticism and endea-
vors, to avoid it, by using its very
best judgment .in all eivie business,
This relative attitude naturally /tends
to good government, and i$ one of the
more important advantages accruing
under the control system,  Other ade
vantages, as mentioned, include facill-
tating public business, relieving the
council of a great deal of unnecessary
detail, and preparing all new subjects
for clear presentation,. with arguments
pro and con concisely arranged.

Mr. Spence last evening, in the very
brief time allowed him, could only
touch on the main principles involved
in his subject. His address has, how=
ever, made the question of a change in
our method of civie government a very
live issue, and any further information
he may _ give will prove of value to
the citizens of .St. John.

——— e
THE INTERCOLONIAL

The Toronto Globe, having previous-

ly declared its favor for the scheme of
commission operation of ‘the’ Intercolo-
nial, has sent one of its staff on a
trip through the Maritima Provinces,
ostensibly to sound public opinion” with
regard to this question. ‘Whether or
not the reporter was instructed  in
advance what _sort of . gublic’opinion
The Globe desired him to finay the in-
tervlews with him published in the
local press Saturday afternoon and the
first instalment of his report published
In" Friday's Globe, furnish evidence
that he had, at ieast, given careful
berusal to his paper’s editorial dellv-
erances_ on thq;s@bject before he set
out on his quest. And, ag was the
Journalistic duty of a reporter in the
circu,mstances, he has found evidence
to bolster up The Globe’s previously
advanced contehtions, His paper's
Judgment would have been discredited
had he found otherwise,
* But though the majority of those
who have beéen interviewed have ap-
parently expressed thelr helief in the
desirability of a change in the present
system of Intercolonial management
:and thelr favor for a commission, if, as
one puts it “a commission could be
found capable of managing the road as
a purely commercia] enterprige,” they
fail unanimously to state factual
grounds for their belieg or their favor,
The common idea Seems to be that the
deficits of which so mMuch complaint is
made are due "entirely - to political in-
fluences, which load the rallway with
a greatly excessive staff, induce rates
lower than is businesslike and leave
the door open for exorbitant graft, It
is apparently taken for grantea that
these comprise all the grounds for
complaint in I. C. R. Operation, that
these grounds could be easily removed
by “taking the road out of polities,”
and that this removal of political hin-
drance would naturally be accomplish-
ed by ans “independent’” commission,

‘And . these carelessly accepted ideas
are founded upon an ignorance of rail-
way operation generally, of Intereolo-
niai and Maritime conditions in parti-
cular—ignorance “also of Both the
theory and the actuay results ‘of com-
mission operation. : :

e

To begin with, the I. C. R. has not
always had deficits. For two succes-
slve years Hon. Mr., Emmérson pro-
duced substantial operating surpluses,
and' that by no revolutionasy Procedare,
but simply by the application of up-to-
date and practieal railroad methods.
He did not starve the Service nor mea-
surably change the rates; he simply
stopped - leaks and reorganized operat-
ing and book-keep!ng methods. True,
there will probably be a large deficit
this year, but not - nearly so large a
deficit as the Grand Trunk system has
been compelled to report, The Vear's
redyction in trafric &nd increase in ex-
penses have been felt with equal force
by the C. P. R. and. the Canadian
Northern. And none'of these railways
are in politics; and none of them were
aftected by the election. - The'I. C. R,
would have felt the general stringency
of the year if # had been operated hy
a commission or a company;

Now, with regard to the allegéd over-
manming of the road, which The Toron-
to News declarés ts be the greatest

Weges. Rallway statistics show that
the number of employes ' per mile of
road on the colonlal' is  far less
than the average,on American roads,

and less than any other Canadian road
except the C, P. R which rune for g

s

business |

, , flos of the clvic | ¥
roblem, who has % personal real-
Jpn.ﬂon :fa Mm and |

bettoe;t);ln‘.n any other ow'ann-_ i

been accomplished ‘within his own |-
Dersonal knowledge, he belleves it to ]

of lesser Importence upon which thers |
S0me uncertainty on the part{’
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large part of its distance through un-
Settled territory with stations ong dis-
tances apart. The Intercolonial em-
Ploys an’ average of 4.65 men per mile
Of rallway; the Grand Trunk, ¢ B; the
C. ®. R, ¢.29. In nlld 2

only two or three

fewer men per mile, and these, like the
C..P. R, run th

.available, show that the operating cost
ber train mile on the C. P. R. was
$1:45; on the Grana Trunk, $1.27; and
on, the Intercolonial, $121

i i

To. sum up:—All the argument in{

favor an Intercolonial Commission —
Supposing such a commission could -be
freed wholly from politicar control and
be big enough to
public interes:
that by
operating the road could be greatly
reduced by discharging fifteen hundred
men, or thereabouts, by eliminating
graft and by ralsing the rates. But
here it'is shown that, compared with
other large rallways, the I. C. R, is
already undermanned; ‘that, in spite of
alleged graft and political deals of
all kinds, itz cost of operation is less
than the other Canadian roads, Appar-
ently the actual field for an effective
financial reform ig reduced to the mat-
ter of rates,

And we do not belleve that the Inter-
colonial needs that sort of reform, or
that the commercial and industriaj in-
terests of the Maritime Provinces
would be improved by any change in-
volving an increase in freight or pas-
senger tariffs. Such increase ig im-
possidble. on long distance traffic, for
these rates are as high now as com-
peting railways and water transporta-
tion will permit. 1t could only be made
on local traffic, and if a commission
would.burden the Ilocal shippers for
the benefit of through trafiic how
much better would it be than the most
grasping and indifferent corporation ?

———

As a matter of fact, the average
critic- and wouylid-be reformer of the
Intercolonial, bases his  judgment
upon  insufficient information and
views the subject from the wrong
angle. It is not sufficient reason for
demanding a change to say that there
are deficity, wrhile enormous canal
deficits are borne by the -public treas-
ury without complaint. And, as we
have shown; the fause of these deficits
is, as “a rule, erroneously estimated.
Politics and graft doubtless interfere
to some extent; but no rallway is free
from these hindrances, What the In-
tercolonial needs - is mot so much re-
trenchment as expansion; more traffic
and hence more revenue rather than
less expenditture. Amng what these
beckward Maritime Provinces need in
this conneetion 1s not less employ-
ment, not higher transportation rates,
but a better service, a management
whilch will go out of ity way to stimu-
late business and industry and thus
create traffic. And none of the ex-
ponents of the commission plan have
as yet set forth how a commission,
dependent; as it mmust be, upon an
indifferent paritament for eveny dol-
lar it might desire to spend, could
serve this pumpose,

- 2

THE BUSINESS OUTLOOK. -

“Industrial ” after inquiry
among prominent manufacturers and
business men an over Canada, inclua-
ing Mr. T, H. Bstabrooks, of this clty,
reponts & general expression of ‘‘eon-
servative hopefulness” reganding the
business prospects for 1909. The past
year, it finds, has had a chastening
influence, and in the letters it has re-
celved there ds nothing of the intem-
perate enthusiasm which character-
ized the sentiment of the years preced-
ing the recent trade reaction. There
is not one of Industrial Canada’s cor-
respondents, however, and they ex-
tend from Nova Socotia to Manitoba,
who does not express the reasoned
opinion that the present year will be
one of tncreasing activity and pros-
perity. Briefly summarizing the causes
and indications, it points to the in-
creased demand for steel and iron, in-
dicating a Tresumption of plans for con-
struction and extension; the great firee-
dom of money, permitting of the ready
extension of business along safe lines;
the great orop, particularly in the
Wiest, and the large proportion of it
which was marketed before the close
of navigation; the continued activity
in the construction, of such great en-
terprises as the GT.P.; the increase in
population, avhich creatés g market,
not only for farm implements, but for
clothing, bullding Suppllies, house furn-
ishings, etc. In the Maritime Proy-
inoces, ‘owing to the diversity of inter-
ests the depression was not felt as
severely as in other parts of the con-
tinent. This ‘region, which draws its
wealth from ail four of the chief
‘Wwealth-producing activities, A
mining, forestry amd fishing, has little
to fear from a trade reaction. Seldom
willl there be a fajlue in all four. Last
year the farm °crops were especially
abundant.

Finally, the surest indication thgt
‘We are about to enter
aotivity lies in the fact that - trade
even now is showing marked imorove-
ment. In most lnes inquiries are
more frequent and orders more numer-
Ous than they were at the correspond-
ing time last year or at any tiime since
and the progpects are that this con-
ditlon will become stronger as the
year advances,

{ Yor which " the
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FIGHTING CONsumeTion

We publish elsewhere a report of a
for pub-

. and support for. am

on' to: lead the campaign  in

this province against tuberculosis “we
‘Blve'most cordial and steete” endorse-
ment. The Proposed scope of the or-
&anization, ‘ast.outlineq, i ot
~8nly ‘effort- and agitatfoh for the ‘es-
tablishment Oof sanitaris and the pas-
5age of more effective headin laws,
& campalgn of public educa-

the prevention and treatment
~disease., Thig admirable and
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© expenditure, the money
Association hGpes to
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abuses or improyement_s. The other is
2 “burean” system, ana is much less
accessible and responsive, and by its

calculations a pokicy of reducing rates

for the - lic . good, - Th minigterial
system se?v’i. the amaﬁ‘ of the roads
by, glving them a yoice in _parliament
when attacked, and it serves the pub-
lic by 8iving it a certainty of being
atle to afteck &nd put the minister on
the defensive. .07 7 ¢

- The commissioner, or “non-politicar’
eystem, as it is called, to give it the
appearance of being free from the po-
ltical abuses of patronage and the
-lke, is almost invariably non-political
only in name, The commissioners
under # know well they exist only at
the pleasure of parliament. Manage-

of which will give

comMMmiIsSsION OPERATION OF

result of commission
Victoria being

cent, ‘of the

mean capital cost ©of the
roads. In

comparing these returns

Jonial, no  account is taken, however,
freight rates exacted on
oria roads sor of their cost of
AS a matter of fact the’ cost
-mile of operating’ the Vic-
s nearly: Couble of the

©ost on the Intercolonial. The G
government railway, -with all its al-
and - graft, costs
only $1.21 per train mile  to operate,
while the Victoria roads, managed by
an independent commission, cost ebout

‘about’three timbés

‘on the ‘Intercolonial. I

lal weré able to exact

traffic charges equal to those received

by the_ Victoria commission it could

make even g hetter showing financiajl-

ly. If, for instance, ‘the Intercolonial

had charged Victorian freight rates in

the year 1903, wheh it showed a deficit

,000,000, it would have pro-

ad a surplus of nearly

$7,000,000, equal to over: 8 per cent. pro-
fit on the total capital invested,

But what is
ive answer to

trial extending
over a period of five years. Describing
the conditions of railway operation in
Australia, Mr, Henry Demarest Lloyd,
In a book entitled “Newest England,”
published a few years ago, writes: “All
the colonies were led in the years 1883
and following to substitute (for direct
government operation) the system of
administration by ‘mon-political . com-
missioners. All the Australian colonies
except New Zealand retain .tho ‘com-
missioner system,’ ang where it was
the strongest I heard the bitterest
complaints against the interference of
politicians. One of the commissioners
Wwhose power i3 of the greatest, since
he has the power to make new rates, to
arrange methods of appointment to
places and must be consulted on new
lines, confessed that his life was madge
a burden by the politiclans. “The politi-
cians are all on the job. The members
of parliament are simply commission
agents for their constituents.’

“The people of New Zealand made
the discontinuance of the system of
rallway managsment by commission-
ers or the ‘non-political system an
issue of the election of 1893, They
returned to parliament ‘men pledged to
abolish the commissioners ang put the
highways again under the direot aga-
ministration of g minister of railways
and parliament, The popular verdiet
was overwhelming.” )

The reasan for thig change, says Mr.
Lloyd, was that the ‘commission sys-
tem was found to be almost private
ownership, and in itg worst possible
form, gince the commissioners had the
bowers of private owners, but none of
the responsibilities of owners who suf-
fer loss for theip mistakes. It was a
commercial sysetm. 1t/ made money
for the treasury, and to that extent
lightened the tax of thé rich man,
Management directly by the goyvern-
ment, not for profit.but- for the best
public service, disregardd . profits and
does not, like- the other poley, relieve
the large taxpayer by paying the ex-
penses of the state out of the earningg
of the railroad. These earnings come
out of the travel and traffic of the
multitude, and to make a profit from
them for the benefit of the treasury is
to make the i:;or man pay for the gov-
ernment of which the rich man gets
the greater advantage,

The commissioner system seeks to
reduce taxes. The other seeks to lessen
the expense . of living for the people.
It was by the sure Intuitions of demo-
cracy that the people in New Zealand
favored the policy of direct parliament-
ary control. By this policy, as popu-
lation and business increase, the tarife

cheapens and the bublic, by a. lower-
ing of its rates, is given the benefit of
its own growth.

The “political” management of the
New Zealand railroads can carry with-
out charge lime for the farmer and
timber for boxes for produce to be ex-
ported, beeause the public good will
gain more from the prosperity result-
Ing than it will lose in lime or timber
freights. But the 'technical manage-
ment by the commissioners in Victoria,
who are railroad men first and last,
when it is asked to carry coal below
cost, refuses because it has to  look
out for the prosperity of the railroads
and leaves the prosperity of the coun-
try to those whogse special business
that is.

-

One great value of the political me-
thod is that it glves a volce and chance
to new ideas. It was not a railroad
man who invited the sleeping-car; nor
were Mr. Valle, the inventor of the:
zone idea in WNew Zealand, nor the
minister in Hungary, who introduced
an imperfect modification of it, raii- |-
road men.

The ministeriak or rarllamentary
tystem brings the railroad manage-
ment within speaking distance of all

ment by commissioners 'was fnaugurat-
ed by the Conservatives—tho party of
Property—in 1887. It did not please the
Deople of New Zealand. The commis-
sioners were able.to shov in their an-
nual reports a profit nearly equal to
the amount of. interest needed for the
railroad debt, but it was evident that

the roads and the employes were be-
Ing starved to show this profit for the
bresent glory of the commissioners.

'The true economy of the railroad sys-

tem was being sacrificed.

Is that the system the Intercolonial
.heeds? But that is the system in the
minds of those who, oblivious of Maxri-
time interests and jealous of the

thrust upon : these provinces. As The
Toromto News, the chief exponent of
the . pelicy, admits, the first business
of a commission wouwld be to discharge
men, cut down expenses and raise
rates. And that is all a commission
can do. It has no mocre power to ex-
rand and extend tham a Minister; has
not so much incentive and cannot
exert the same influence upon the par-
Hamentary wvote. Better far the pres-
ent system, with all its imperfections,
than {his: for if the government has
no commercial reasons for developing
the Maritime Provinces, it is at least
amenable to political argument, and
an independent commission, if it were
worthy of the name, would be free
from both.

——— e
EARL GREY AND TECHNICAL
EDUCATION

His Excellency Barl Grey contributed
a timely and forceful word' for the fur-
therance of technical education in g
speech at the recent opening of night
classes in the Montreal Technical and
High School. There was one thing, he
sald, of as much national importance
to Canada as a tariff, and that was the
skill and efficiency of its citizens, which
would result from a competent tech-
nical educational system. Though
Montreal would in time be one of the
foremost cities of the world, it was yet
far behind in technical education. He
also pointed out that Montreal, in this
respect, was far behind towns of equal
gize in the United Kingdom. 'There
were several other prominent speakers,
including Hon. W. A. Weir, Provincial
Treasurer, and all agreed with His
Excellency that Canada’s crying educa-
tional need was technical schools which
would develop our workers into skilled
mechanics of the highest order. Surely
the lethargy of governments cannot
much longer resist the growing demand
for extension and improvement in this
most valuable feature of modern edu-
cation?

—_———————
THE INTERCOLONIAL

We publish elsewhere a number of
letters relating to the future of the In-
tercolonial, illustrative of the confusion
of opiaion which prevails throughout
Eastern Canada. One, it will be noted,
favors the operation of the road by a
commission; the others advocate its
lease to g company bound by its inter-
esis to develop Maritims territory. In
addition to these, other suggestions
have been madle in varied profusion by
correspondents and editors of halg the
newspapers in Canada, the one which
Seems to have the strongest advocates
being a scheme for the transfer of the
rallway to Mackenzie and Mann as the
termiinal completion of their great
transcontinental system.

Whatever the outcome of the conslder-
ation which the government is at pre-
Sent understooa to be giving to Inter-
colonlal affalrs, this discussion will do
good by directing tne thought of the
Canadian public to g problem in which
large general ang vital local interests
are’concerned. It should also stimulate
Maritime business and pubMe men to
careful study how best to evolve from
the existing situation some substantial
measure of Maritime improvement. It
is by no means certain that the govern-
ment contemplates any radical change
in the present system. At any rate it
has as yet reached no conclusive opin-
ion as to the nature of the reform to
be applied; and it may be taken as
certain that Maritime opinion, if
thoughtfully and forcibly expressed,
will exercise the stronzest influence in
determining the direction of any change
which may be made, In the circum-
stances it would be well for every Mari-
time man to weigh thoughtfully the
possible alternatives and their probable
effect upon the future of this Maritime
country.

The propesition which should arouse
the most immediate and forcible pro-
test from both New Brunswick and
Nova Scotia, is any scheme for the sale
of the road to any or all of the existing
transcontinental corporations. The in-
terests of all of these are far apart
from Maritime interests. Their big
work is in the West; their aim to build
up that country. To them the I. e R
would be only a side-line, to carry
their winter export traffic. As one of
the correspondents whose letter is
printed elsewhere points out, the C, P.
R. for instance, refuses even to ‘con-
tribute to the cost of wharves it uses
in this harbor, while in the West it
invests millions in improvements of all
kinds. Besides, the C. P. R. and the
G. T. P. have already Maritime outlets,
and the C, N. R, if it does not get the
Intercolonial, must build one, and in
S0 doing, would probably bring much
needed transportation facilities to the
St. John River valley,

Eliminating this proposition, and at
the same time, as Hon. Mr. Graham
has dene, any scheme involving the
outright sale | of a, rallway which,
though the people may not be able to
operate suoccessfully today, they may |
need in the future—the alternatives |

the people for suggestions either as to
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for prudent consideration are reduced !
to the commission plan and the sug-

very comstitution cannot admit into its

it was only apparent, and that both:

money the Intercolonial costg, would-

gestion for the operation of the road
for a term of years by an independent
company whose interests are Maritime
—that is, if there be any public neces-
sity for any change so radical as
either of these, In‘ all’its discussion
of the question The Sun has left these
two ways open, Mrfi ‘Wi F. Hatheway,
In hig letter advocating a commission,
states that he “read in a Quebec pa-
Par thl;.t The 3 had . declared in
faver of the’ Intercoloniat.”
i been fairer and less
indicative of the “partisan’ motives”
which' he disclaims, if Mr. Hatheway
had gought The Sun’s own columns for
its opinions, instead of accepting off-
hand a Quebee baper’s biased interpre-
tation. ‘It would also have been fair-
er, if In mentioning the report = that
Mr. B. F. Pearson of Halifax and Mr,
H. J. Logan of Ambierst were interest-
ed in a gyndicate which was endeavor-
ing to lease the Intercolonial, = Mr.
Hatheway had also taken cogmnizance
of the prompt ang explicit denial- of
that ridiculous report made by those
Sentlemen. We hope that Mr. Hethe-
Way founds his bellef in the merits of
a commission upon more solig grounds
than he has put forward for his cen-
Sure of The Sun, and for his remark-
able conclusion that any private com-
pany would aim to sidetrack St. John

opinion a commission
could do, beyond what the government
is doing now, for the improvement of
the Intencolonial and the development
of the Maritime Provinces. Fortunate~
ley the Toronto News expounds the
commission policy as it appeals to the
Conservative leaders, in- more detail.
According to the News, the first thing
2 commission would do would be to
discharge about 1,500 men, thus saving
about $1,000,000 a year. Another half
million woulg be saved, it calculates,
by the elimination of the patronage
list. By advancing the rates to the
level chargeq by the C. P. R., the
commission, says The News, - would
add at least half g million to the reve-
nue. Thus, at once, the financial
showing of the Intercolonial would be
improved by $2,000,000, thus effectively
removing all fear of deficits.

That is what g commission could do—
that is if it were a really independent
commission ang not a political farce
such as Mr. Hatheway supports in the
‘operation of the Central Railway, A
commission can retrench—that is easily

Is what we should like
to hear explained by the commission
advocates before the country is com-
mitted to this system. For, unques-
tionably, what the Intercolonial and
these prowinces need is development,
rather than retrenchment; more traf-
fic rather than high rates and poorer
service; more new and active men in
the management rather than a diminu-
tion in the number of mechanics and
train hands. Under direet government
operation these things, as we have
learned, are diffiicult. Under a com-
mission they would be impossible.

THE HIGHWAY acT

The St. Croix Courier, which speaks
the politics of Mr., Geo. J. Clark, M. P.
P.,, has asked The Sun what really is
the matter with the Hazen Highway
Act—alleging that all of our criticism
has been vaguely general, carefully
avoiding specific . objections.

e aforesaid Act in
detail, objecting, not only to the in-
creased taxation it imposes without
provision for expert expenditure of the
money, but also, and chiefly, to its
dismal failure as pledge fulfiller, the
©obvious and rank political motive of
many of the clauses, and its useless
multiplication of offi®ials, largely for
the apparent purpose of providing jobs
for party friends. But we do not pro-
pPose to rehash all that now, even to
oblige our valued friend, The Courier.
Instead we refer its editor to the
Mnuiecipal Councils all over the prov-
ince, which have been almost unani-
mously denouncing the Act during the
past week or two, They represent the
people affected ang their opinion has
more weight in this matter than The
Sun’s.

It is entertaining to note the atti-
tude of the government press in the
face of this storm of disapproval,
much of which comes from the gov-
ernment’s supporters. This Act, they
8ay now, was only g feeler thrown out
to test public opinion. The government
had no intenticn of putting it in force
—ete. But, as The Richibucto Review
points, out, these men when they were
in opposition, promised great things in
the line of highway legislation; they
knew just what the province wanted
and were prepared to frame a road
act that would satisfy everybody. The
€lectors took ‘them at treir word and
returned them to power. One of their
first acts was to bring forward the
new act. “This bill,” declared Mr.
Hazen, “is a complete carrying out of
the promises made to the people.” One
0% his colleagues in the Bovernment
said that “‘thc government in this cfse
was carrying out the promises made
to the people in a way that the people
would commend.” The provincial sec-
retary, in discussing the section’ doub-
ling the road tax, said that “a large
expenditure was required, and if good
roads were to be had there must be a
higher tax than twelve cents on -the
$100.” . All amendments proposed by
the opposition were promptly voted
down and the Act passed with a great
flourish of trumpets, It was to be pro-
claimed on the first of January. But
there have been g few elections since
the date of that trilumphant enact-
ment, and hence all this endeavor to
sugar coat the unpleasant dish of crow
which Mr. Hazen and his fellow states—
men ‘have to swallow during the com-
ing session,

BOUND 70 WED ISS ELKNS

PARIS, Jan. 20" A“speelal’ dispateh
from ‘Turin to’tHe Petit: Parisiensays
that the Duke of the Abruzzi has de-
cided ‘#o resign from the na¥y and- to
renounce all rank and honorsg to marry
Miss Katherine Elkins, but that the

king has refused to accept the duke’s
resignation.

et et et %
SUSSEX, Jan. 19.—After an interest-
ing’amd close hockey match here to-
night, Sackville was awarded the de-

CHURGH HoLDS 1
MAMIAL GATHER

o
Main Street Baptist Has ,
Membership of
647

e

The annual meeting of the Main Strest
Baptist church was held in the vestry
dast evening, the pastor, Rev, L}
Hu!.chﬁnson, bresiding,

The pastor reported that during the
bast year he had made 1,200 calis g
officiated at o4 funerals He als, r¢
ported that the men’s Bible class v
in excellent condition. e returne
thanks for the many favors sho.
the past year, and asked for th
operation of the members of the ¢,
during the present year,

A. W. Gay, clerk, reported a mep,.
bership at the close Of 1907 of 620:
ing the year 15 had been added by hop.
tism and 12 received by letter, maiing
a total membership at the present (.r,
of 647.

W. H. White, treasurer, reporteq ths
receipts for the year, $4,581, and
penditures, $4,600.

The trustees reported that the churcy
broperty was in good condition.

The ushers’ report was presented by
“W. G. Bstabrooks: the music commit-
tee by W. H. Wi '*e, and the Sunday
school report by 1.. V. Hayes.

The Sunday school report was as fo).
lows. Scholars enroli: 486; averasg
attendance, 1907, 391; wverage atteng-
ance, 1908, 422; receipts, $538.79. The of -
ficers elected for the ensuing vear,
other than the superintendent who is
to be named, are: Assigtant supe
tendent, A. Niles; treasurer and libr
an, John P. Cowan; assitant libra
Mary Thorne; secretary, FElla McA .
assistant secretary, Jessie Burke; pian-
ist, Louise H, White; assistant planist,
Alice Burke; superintendent Primary
department, Elsie Erb; assistant &y
perintendent primary department, Ha.
zel Burke; superintendent cradle rol|,
Mrs. W. H. White.

Ladies’ Aid Soclety—Secretary, 1Mrg
Flewwelling; treasurer, Mra. J. A,
Thorne. This society reported that dur.
ing the year they had ralsed 3283 for
missions.

Young Ladies’ Aid Soclety—Presidgent
Mrs. E. M. Siperell; first vice-president,
Beatrice Andrews: secona vice-presi.-
dent, Della Hurder; secretary, Mrs,
Watters; treasurer, Helen Cowan; ex-
ecutive committee, Bessie Cowan, Kats
Firley, ida Marvin, Bessie Sullivan,
-This society also reported a successful
yeoar.

The church officers elected for tha
‘present year are: Clerk, F. E. Flewwel-
ling; treasurer, W. H. White; financial
secretary, Wm. Hatfield; convenor of
ushers, W, G. Estabrooks.

E. M. Sprague and H. V. Hayes were
elected deacons for a period of thres
years.

The financial committee is: 1. 1.
Therne, A. W. Gay, R. C. Rikin, F. E.

€X-~

Flewwelling, W. G. Estabrooks, H. V.
Hayes, Peter McIntyre, W. H. Whit-,
E. M. Sprague, J. R. Cowan, H. Case,
R. M. Thorne, E. M. Siperell, A. Niles,
Allan McIntyre, Chas. Gallop, R. A.
Christie, Wm. Hatfield.

" The music committee is composed of
the following: W. H. White, R, C. El-
kin, H. V. Hayes, A. L. Dykeman.

Missidnary coinmittee—p. M. Siper-
ell, H. V. Hayes, W. J. McAlary, H.
Case, W. H. White, A. Niles.

Superintendent of Baby Band—Mrs.
J. A. Thorne.

Ushers—W. G. Estabrooks, J. w.
McAlary, A. Niles, J. R. Dunham, F,
P. Elkin, Allan MecIntyre, R. W. Es-
tabrooks, Hartley Case.

EIHT KLLE
BY EARTHUA

SMYRNA, Jan. 19.—So far as can he
ascertained eight persons were killeld
this morning by a sharp earthquake
which occurred at Phocaoa, 25 miles
northwest of this city, and at other
neighboring towns. Considerable dam-
age was done to buildings at Phocaoa.

The shock was very ,strong at Chil,
where the population becamse panic-
stricken, though no serious damage re-
sulted there.

This city also experienced the earth-
quake, but there was no loss of life
and no damage done. The American
battleships Louisiana and Virginia are
at present at anchor in this harbor.

DR. WOOD’S

NORWAY
PINE SYRUP

Is without an Equal for
COUGHS, COLDS, BRONCHITIS
and all Affections

cision over thé home team by & ‘score
of 4'to &'. . SIS .
/

of the THROAT and LUNGS.

All the most serious affections of the
throat, the lungs and the bronohial tubes,
are in the beginning but colds or coughs.
Too much stress cannot be laid on this fact,
and neglect to cure the cold very often
causes years of suffering and in the end
oomes *‘Consumption,” Dr. Wood’s Nor-
way Pine Syrup combines all the lung heal-
ing virtues of the. Norway pine tree with
ot.ﬁer absorbent, expectorant and soothing
medicines of recognized worth, and is abso-
lutely harmless, prompt and safe.

Mr. J. L. Purdy, Millvals, N.S.,
writes:—*‘I have been troubled with a
hard, dry cough for a long time, especial-
ly at night, but after having used Dr.

cod's Norway Pine Syrup, for a fow
weeks, I find my cough has left me. To
any person, suffering as I did, I can say
that this remedy is well worth a trial. R
would not be withous it in the house.

So t has been the success of this
wonderful remedy, it is onl natural that
Rumerous persons have tried to imitate it.
Don’t be humbugged into taking anything
but' “Dr. Woods.” Put up io a yellow
wrapper; three ['ne trees the trade marks
Price 26 cents,

gm—
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NEN FACES N T

HOW WHE

Defeat or Retirement o
House Results in
Others to Seats **]

New Brunswick

Civil Service Itl.ckre

OTTAWA, Jan. 18.—Whn the two
hundred and twenty-one members of
thecommonsin the eleventh parliament
of Canada assemble on Wednesday for
the first look at their collective selves
the survivors from the last parliament Cl
will find just one-third of the old {
crowd missing and an additional ef- td
fect of newness given to the scene by ! o
a general shuffle of seats. The defeat
or retirement of seventy-one members
of the old house has resulted in a pro- :
motion of many of their more fortun-! si
ate colleagues to seats ‘“nearer the  fi
front.” |G

In “this re-alloting of seats greater .
changes have been made on the Con- tul
servative than on the Liberal side of of
the house. The opposition front row
will show five new faces. Andrew
Brodeur, the veteran representative
from Dundas, has been brought d«»_x\‘_n lis
from the third row to the front divi-
sion. He has the first seat the ¢p
speaker’s left. Then come two new g
members of the house—Mr. Cowan of se
Vaneouver and Mr. Doherty of Mont- 2o
real, replacing respectively Dr. Reid of ci
Prescott and Col. Sam. Hughes, Dr. p,
Reid takes a seat in the sccond row in
behind Hon. John Haggart, and Col. M
Hughes moves over a seat to take the  tp
place left by Mr. Bergeron. Next ' gr
come . Dr. Sproule, Mr. Borden, Mr. | th
Foster and Mr. Haggart, each keep- |
ing the same seats they have held forl
the last twelve years. Mr.Monk movosl o
down to the first row next tok 2o
Mr. Haggart, replacing Hon. David o
Teesdale and taking official rank! 1o
as the leader of the Queber CConserva- i
tives. Mr. Maclean of East York, Mr. | ind
Lennox, Mr. Northrup and Dr. Roche | o
of Marquette complete he front | In
benches. The last named is promoted -
from fourth row and has precsdence i of
over his fellow opposition members | he
from tha prairie provinces. Ge(nrgn‘1
Taylor, chief Conservative whip, has
placed himself directly hehind his lead- |
er and has given yp his old place in |
the second row. Mr. Barker will sit
next to him, directly behind Mr _¥os-
ter.
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On the government side of the house !
the old new face in the front row will
be Hon. Mr. Sutherland, who iakes the
seat held by the late Hon. Thomas
Greenway. ofl

In the second row Hon. Charles Mur- | a4
phy takes a seat among the Ministens | Sep
next to Hon. Frank Oliver, Mr. Cal- | the
vert moving over one seat to make effe

MISSING AN~ |f
RESIDED HERE

Frank Bell, Thought to be
Dead, Contests Mother’s
i Will

BOSTON, Mass., Jan. 18.—Frank H. !
Bell of Toronto, g sailor, for thirty-two N
years believed by his relatives to hz.we €d )
been dead, was today given a hearing FEarld
in the probate court, where he appear- &and
ed to contest the will of his mother. | b§ b8
Bell never saw his mother after he was i _has i
eight years old. His father, John Bell, | m'ri
‘was Jost at sea in the early sixties, and ) g
young Bell was sent to his grandmo- .vIr..
ther, then living in St. John, N. B. patie

The testatrix left an estate valued aE | Flag
$7,000 to her husband, her nephew and kjri
her sister-in-law. The son claims to in-dl]

law.
urge his right by \st, &

FIRST PUBLIC
DONATION 10

T'uesc
ting
Ifr
relish
said f
ritablg
chafes
lordship states that he is p'leased' t07 ,
hear that an anti-tuberculosis society | have
is about to pe formed, as he feels much | was
800& wlll result. He expresses the be-| cernin|
Hef that active measures for the pre-
vention of the disease are necessary.
Judge Wedderburn in addition te

Monr

poor

friend

him
it is

Raymond of this city, Hon. Judge h?n::

‘Wedderburn sends the first public con- | Supg

tribution towards the campaign to pei Dx‘.V

started against tuberculosis. His|tral
that

gending his check for $50, asks that he

be -elected a life member of the society.

In the mear future the deputation com-

Dosed of clérgymen and physicians will

meet the government in the matter.

A DUCHESS' SIXPENCE RAFFLED.

LONDON, Jan. 16.—A sixpence paid

the Duchess of Portlund for a program

@ a’charity matinee has been instru-

mental in providing a breakfast for

more than 300 poor children in Mans-

field, ‘The coln was raffled, and more
than 500 bought tickets.

: ——
METEORS SET FIRE TO A FARM.
3 -—
MADRID, Jan. 18. — Five meteoric
Stones welghing from two to sixteen
Pounds each, fell a few days ago In the
of Jubilla del Agua, Spalin, set-

Bog fire to q fanm, .




