
PAIRLIAMENTAI DEBATES.

It treated, lie statedi, of the msilitia organiza-
tion gseilly; of the regimental finances; of
the volunteers ; of the distribution of arms ;
aud of the castualties that have happened them.
A large nuuber liad been danaged, being
defective in the first instance, and these would
be doubtles repflaced from the ordiiance
stores. Still it was a matter of some import-
*nce3 to the inhabitants that care should be
taken not to distributte arns which would beliabie to cause casualties, amoug those
wlho made use of themo. Ir, apeared
f:oms the repor' that in the sbleginsuiug of
ibis year, that the whole of tihe militiaöf the first class, for actual service, numbered
56,111 men. The num ber that were called out
on Militia duty were 41811, lhaviug 14,210 that
did not attend-thie najority outheim conssisted
of fishermen, aud seamen abseit temiporarily
trom their homes. 'hlhere are in the province
110 regiments of Militia, beside a militia ar-
tillery brigad-e1. There are 110 Lieut. Cols.; 146
Majors; 620 Captains; 653 First Lieuts.; 410
Second Lieuts.; 3 Sergeants Majors; 861 Ser-
geants. The whole number of» miltia enrolled
in 1863 was 48,677, and in 1844, 56,111, showinig an
increase of 7436. In 1863 there were drilled
34,878, and in '64, 41,871, or an increase of 4198.
In 1862 the number of volunîteers was 189>3; in
IL 1863, 2010; and 1864, 829; tie number of com-
panies disbanded last year was 38 in all.

The report having been reai,
Mr. MC LILAN said that there was one pa-

ragraph ofthe Adjutaut General's report whiclh
containel rather a reflection upon the charac-
fer of tihe province suid should niot be allowed
to go abroad un econitradicted. Ie referred to
that part which spoke of the dilficulty of ob-
taininsg proper REitle iRanges, owinsg to the un-
dulating nature of tie country and to its being
ao densely wooded. The impression which
would be conveyed would be that no suitable
range could be otbtained in the country where-
as he was not aware that the ditiiculty iad
ever been experienced.

Mr. PaYos thought that the Adjutant Gen-
eral had reference to the county ranges, and
tlie difliculty of fin ding a proper range l eaci
district.

Mr. BlANCiARD said tiat a stranger would
naturally infer that the country was so densely
"ooded as to render it impossible to find roou
for a rifle range.

Mr. ALLIsON said that it would be found to
le a fact that in most counties, great diffi-
Slties would be experienced in getting proper
ranges.

1,r. BLACKWOOD said that there was no
4iflieulty in his part of the country. They
could fire across the beach out to sea.

Hon. A TTY. GEN. saistevery part of the conn-
try is not so favourably situated. He tlsought
the Adjutant General had only stated the real
facb. it was well knowns thait althougi there
were plenty of places suited in other respects,
yst from their exposed and public position
hev could not be used for rifle practice. It
was only unfrequentesl places that would do,
and these were net so easily to be found. In
Antigonish County the diiculty alisd beenex-
erienced.

Ir. COLIN CAIPBELL had sonething to
say in reference te another .paragraph wihich
ireerredto the disbandment of.the Weymouth
Ries, which company lie ad had tle oecr
tocomrnmand. TieAdjutant Generas aa's tha

"tbis company was in good order two years
ago, but has since ftalle uaway and been dis.
banuled." le would like the house and the
county to know the reason why this had hap-
ipened. They had takens some of the best men
of the conpsasny and made militia olticers of
theum-soue of bis privates iad been promnoted
over bis head-and this was the reason
why the nunbers hiad dinminished. HNe did
not tiinr tie volunteers had ever been
treated fiirly. It was too evident that
there sas a disposition to break them down il
every possible way. He was informled that in
sorne cases if the returns were not in up to
the very lay, they were inmediiately disband-
ed witiosut furthser notice. This vas not the
way to treat nen iwio had sacrificed so much
tine and money as the volunteers of Nova
Scotia. The late Governtor, the Marquis of
Normnaniby, concratulalte d himself upon the
tact that vien e left the country, lue left 5000
efficiçut volsuntecrs to defend it, the best blood
of the proviuce-meen who were trainsed and
disciphinued to the use of armis, and who when
danger threatenesd, would be found to t e fore.
ile woud ask w _ere are they now, and whose
fauult was it tiat their numbers iad decreas-
ed? He thought that the volinteers lad been
shianefuy uîsed, and ie spoke from personal
expenience-as one of them. Tiey had te go to
all sorts of expense and sacrifice their time
and coniort in making themselves efficient,
and tien reccived no sort of consideration
vhatever fron those whose duty it should be
to foster and encourage them in every possibld
way.

Mr. AacssIuALD ield in his hand a commu-
nication frous an officer connected witiïthe
Rothsay Blues Ritfie Cori at 'iruro, which
disclosed great hardsiip to which he would
like to draw the attention of the goveirnument.
It appears tshat the gentlemen connected with
that company, not only lad to incur the usual
expenses whicli had to be borne in commuson
witi their birother volunteers, but tlhey had t6
put tieir bands in their pockets and contribute
something like $600 for the erection of a drili
shed, and now tiat the company las been dis-
banded througi no fault of theirs it is pro-
posed to haud their property over to the govern-
ment. There was stilil a debt upon the buii-
ing, from which, at all events these gentlemen
should be relieved.

Hon. ATT Y. GENL. said that by referring toe
the report of tie last inspection ef the Ri:cthsay
Blues it would be found that they only must'
ered upon parade-1 Captain, one lst and on
2ud Lieuts, 3Sergeants and 29 men so that
they did not come up to the strengtlh required
by law. There was no doubt that the Volun-
ters were the best qualilted to receive Militia
Commissions, and it was probably owing to
the fact that a large number of these had gone.
into the ilitia service, that so many volun-
teer companies had bee disbanded for 'a A
of sufdicient man.

Mr. ARCIIBALD again expressed ailh epinioiT
as to tise hardship ef the case.

Mr. BLANCHiARD said itWas evideIut $uat
tie small number of m len i attendanç coud
nsc have .been the reason 'fo disÎbandmet
because on looking aitishe ist it woulsh diw
found that several other companles hid aiega
numlber of men and yet were not disbanded.

Mr. COLI CAaPBLL said tiai aIso g
lais cotay 1ad eniy med ogt 'à l'Og
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