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ORIGISAL POETRY.

SON\N ET.\
Wee* 1 survey the wonders orthai «ki 1Î,

Which formed y-on bright cerulean canopy —
The dazzl.ag orbs of light whid&phmè on high,

Create from nothing by the eternal vk!l—
The seas of rudiinj Ii'tv- -the worlds\hich roll,

System on system—sphere < ;irir< ling Cohere—- 
The word of power which sustains the

Fives t.heir orlnts—and rev dves them tlt^re 
i’m lost-.I »ink beneath the lofty thonght-\

Ford ! what is man—that thou -diouldst thiity on him : 
Less than the hosts of shining seraphim, *\

Which circle thy bright throne—> vt thou hast brought 
liis soul, the richness of thy grace to prove—
The unworthy subject of heaven's t-vt rlu-.;ing luve. \

Ri:vir w.

.Î Narrative of Missionary Enterprises in the South 
Sea Islands ; with remark* upon the Natural His­
tory of the Wands, Origin, Laaçuaçes, Traditions, 

id l .cv'esofthe Inhabitant. By John Willi\ms,ana
of the London Missionary Society. Lunduii, 1837, 
l*p. xviii. 590. 8vo. (Conclu k 1.)

Thf. fir.-t voyage wliich the Messenger of Peace took 
after being thoroughly fitted out, was to convey 
Messrs. Pritehard and Simpson to the Marqucsan 
Islands ; the Directors having determined to endea­
vour to re-establish the Mission among the savage 
inhabitants of that group. At the expiration of this 
voyage, which, with the time of repairing the vessel, 
occupied about twelve months, she sailed for the Hcr- 
vcv Islands, Mr. Platt intending to visit them.

The imp é tant time had now arrived for commenc­
ing the voyage, on which the mind of Mr. W. hail so 
long set, and for which the Messenger of Peace was 
built. The Rev. T. East, and the Rev. J. A. James 
of Birmingham, had generously responded to his call, 
and prepared a large supply of ironmongery, for 
the undertaking. Mr. Baril", his fellow-labourer, bad 
consented to accompany him ; and eight members of 
his church offered their services for ibis enterpri/.e of 
mercy. They cleared the harbour on Monday, the 
*21th of May 1830, having with them seven teachers, 
and intending to augment the number from the Her- 
vcy Islands, whielr they prop isud to visit on their wav 
After touching at Pnrnpnrj, and spending a dav 
with Mr. and Mrs. Platt and family, they shaped 
their course for the llvrvey group ; and in four or 
live day-, reached in safety tin; island of Masuia. 
After having spent a few days on this island, preach­
ing to the people, visiting the heathen chiefs, attend­
ing the schools, and giving advice and instructions to 
the teachers, they prepared for their departure. In 
1831, ami subsequently, in 1S33 for the lust time, 
Mr. W. visited this island, and was made a blessing 
to the people. Leaving Mangia. they proceeded to 
Ativ, which, after two days pleasant sail, they reach­
ed in safety : their time was occupied night and day, 
one sleeping whilst the other was awake, in teaching 
the people to sing, and explaining passages of Scrip­
ture. This island also, Mr. W. subsequently visited. 
On the day after their arrival at Atiu, a heavy gale 
of wind arose, and there being no anchorage, their lit­
tle vessel was driven out of sight of land ; and as there

was no one on hoard who understood navigation, thet 
never expected to see her again. But after harin'* 
been tossed about for many days, a strong wind in the 
opposite direction drove her hack again : they hoisted 
sail immediately, took leave of the kind people and 
pursued their voyage.

On visiting the two small islands of MAlice and 
Mitiaro, they found the natives, who possessed hut 
few axes, were burning down trees, for timber to erect 
chapels. Mr. VV. gave them some tools, encouraged 
them to persevere in their work and promised to re­
turn, and open their chapel in six or eight months. On 
his next visit he had the satisfaction of seeing two 
well-built, substantial places of worship : the pulpit at 
Mauke was a most remarkable specimen of native in­
genuity and perseverance, for it was hewn entirely out 

"Xof one large tree.
\Leaving Mitiaro, they sailed for Riiotoroo, 
where they arrived, after a pleasant sail of two days, 
and received a cordial welcome on. the beach from 
their esteemed friend and brother, Mr. Buzacott- 
A most (îrçadful and “deadly disorder waa raging 
among the pfeçple, and sweeping them away as with 
a deluge. Théy soon left this island and directed 
their course to the last of the Hervey island group, 
which was Aitutakt» During their stay, their time 
was occupied in cxannhjng the school children, ex­
plaining different passagesof Scripture, and supplying 
information and advice upon~subjects of a civil, judi­
cial, and religious character. ** During ray previous 
visit to this island,” says the NaVrator, “I was ex­
plaining to the people, one evening, ^the manner in 
which English Christians raised money>Kto send the 
Gospel to heathen countries. On hearing this, they 
expressed their regret at not having money, that they 
also might have the privilege of ‘ helping in the good 
work of causing the word of God to grow.’ 1 replied,
‘ If you have not money, you have something to buy 
money with.’ This idea was quite new to them, and 
they wished to know at once what they possessed 
which would buy money. 1 said to them, ‘ The pigs 
I brought to your island on my first visit have multi­
plied so greatly,that all of you have now an abundance; 
and if every family in the island were to set apart a 
pig • for causing the word of God to grow,’ and when 
the ships come to sell them for money, instead of cloth 
and axes, a valuable contribution might he raised.” 
The klea delighted them exceedingly, and early the 
next morning, the squeaking of the pigs, which were 
receiving a particular mark in the car for this purpose, 
was heard from one end of the settlement to the other. 
In the interim a ship had been there, the captain of 
which had purchased their pigs, and paid for them 
most honourably ; and now, to my utter astonishment, 
the native treasurer put into my hands £103, partly w 
hills, and partly in cash ! This was the first money 
they ever possessed, and every farthing of it was dedi­
cated to the cause of Christ.”

The circumstance which renders the narrative of 
the work of God at Aitutaki, Atiu, Mangia, and 
Mauke, more particularly interesting is, that all the 
beneficial changes which have been effected in these 
islands, are the result of the labours of native mission­
aries, no European Missionary having ever resided ** 
either of them.


