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To the C and Faithful of our Diocese,
Bealtl)?%gld Benediction inl the Lord.

DEARLY BELOVED BRETHREN :—Whilst
enjoying all the blessings and erivilegel
of this Jubilee year, granted by our
Holy Father Leo XIII, and uniting our
prayers and supplications for the needs
of the Chu with all faithful Chris-
tians on earth during the month of
October, we should not lose sight of the
debt of charity indicated by the Holy
Father, You are aware that he has ex
tended the prayers and indulgences of
the month of October to the second of
November inclusive, to remind us that
whilst we pray for the Church militant,
we should cherieh & loving and salutary
remembrance of the Church suffering, in
which doubtless are to be found the
souls of many dear departed friends,
whom we once loved with all the inten-
sity of pure aftection. At no other sea-
son of the liturgical year does this duty
come 8o forcibly before us, as at this
time, when we celebrate the triumph of
all the Sninuhlnd commemorate the
sufferings of the faithful departed. As
we bope that amongst the Saints now
reigning with Christ in Heaven, there
are many with whom we lived and worked,
20 also we may reasonakly conclude that
amongst the suffering souls there are to
be found some, to whom we were bound
by bonds of blood and aftection, and the
love and charity we have for them dares
to imitate the charity of God Himself.
For, dear Brethren, when we pray for
the souls in Purgatory, we exercise an
act of the love of , for weo shew
thereby that we love those whom He
loves, and we love them because He
loves them, and to further His glory,
and magnify His praises,

At this season of the year, the Church
presents the rare instance of uniting

ons solemnity two of her great

as our head, and to one snother as his
members, to {n indestructible, No won.
der that he should exclaim—who shall
separate me from the love of Christ;
neither death nor life, nor Angels, nor
Principalities nor Powers, nor things lpu-
sent, nor things to come, Rom. VIIL
Do you, Rev. Brethren, especially at
this time, earnestly impress on your good
people the importance of this duty of
cbarity, and fervently appeal to their
charitable sympathies for the suffering
dead, who are etill members of this Com-
munion, Our faith assures us that God
is willing to accept our prayers and other
good works, as so mn'H helps to them in
expiating their eins. erefore it is that
we find almost every form of prayers
used in our ritual, concluding with the
siom recommendation of the faithful
eparted to His mercy. But on the
anniversary of all souls the Church
expreisly assumes the Office of their
representation ; she comes before
us as a petitioner in their behalf,
whilst adopting in their name the lan
guage of Job, during hie afilictions, “His
wrath is kindled against me, and He
hath counted me as His enemy, He
hath put my brethren far from me, and
my acquaintances like stiangers have
departed from me, my kinsmen have
forsaken me, and they that knew me
have forgotten me, Have pity on me,
have pity on me, at least you my friends,
for the hand of the Lord hath touched
me,” Job XIX,
I fear, dear Brethren, that we are but
too justly open to the same reproach,
which that great servant of God uttered
concerning his friends and kinsmen, and
it is to this I should confine myself on
the present occasion, if I were address-
ing a flock in what may be called a
Catholic country, But our lot is cast
amidst a thousand sects of religionists,
who, hardly agreeing on any other point,
are yet found unanimous, and as it
were by a curious accident, in rejecting
the Catholic doétrine of purgatory, and
the consequent Catholic practice of pray-
ing for the dead.  Under these circum-
stances, it becomes a positive duty of the
Pastor tovindicate this doctrine, greatly
misunderstood as it is, and by s0 many,
in whose salvation we are bound to take
a charitable interest. We find that
duty expressly enjoined by St. Peter,
and he tells us to discharge it at once,
with firmness and moderation, “being
always ready to eatisfy everyonme who
asketh the reason for the hope which is
in you; but with modesty, having a good
conscience, whereas they speak evil
against you; that they may be shamed
who falsely accuse your conversation in
Christ,” 1. Peter,c. 3,
Brethren, it is in this spirit that I am
anxious to treat the subject before us.
It will not be poseible on this occasion
to go into all the details and bearings ‘ot

under

festivals, While she assembles us on
the feast of all Saints, proclaiming with
the Psalmist, “how precious in the sight
of the Lord is the death of His Saints,”
(Ps. 115), her joyful accents so suitable
to the occasion Lave hardly ceased, when
we hear the first note of her plaintive
requiem for her suftering dead, In sol-
emnizing the memory ot the Saints, we
rejoice at the consummation of the atone.
ment of the Cross in their persons, and
learn to aspire to that holiness of life, by
means of which they have attained their
crown; though once surrounded, as we
are still surrounded by the snares of a
sensual world, Let us lift up our hearts
to these members of the Church tri-
umphant, confident in their sympathies
.nf their prayers in our behalf; for while
yet on earth they prayed with eflect for
their brethren, as the apostle tells us—
'you helping withal in prayer for us, that
tgil gift being obtained for us by means
of many persons, thanks may be given by
many in cur bebalf,” (II Corinth,
Chap, 1).

Brethren, it is a temet of Catholic
faith, that those Sainte having since
passed into Heaven, do still continue to

ray for their fellow-Chiistians in this
ﬁfo, and that their prayers are still
acceptable to that eflect, And it1s to
incite us to call for their intercession,
that the Church has appointed the an-
nual commemoration of their departure
from this world, which we solemnise on
the 1st of November, But there is another
class of our deceased brethren, of whom
also she would have us to be mindful at
this time ; and in whose behalfshe would
fain incite us to become intercessors in
our turn, It consists of her faithful
children who have passed out of this
life;*not indeed involved in the
¥nilt of mortal sin, and there-
ore not liable to everlssting con-
demnation ; but stained nevertheless
with the guilt of many imperfectione,
which the¥ must expiate in pain and
sorrow, before they can attain that king-
dom. of which the Evangelist St, John
assures us that nothing that is defiled
can ever enter it, Apol. XX,
Such are the festivals of this season :

this questi But I do hope, neverthe.

less, to prove in answer to those who

would represent the doctrine of Purga-

tory as a novelty and superstition, that

so far from being open to this charge, the
doctrine of Purgatory, together with the

practice of oftering prayers and good

works at large, in behalf of the de-

ceased members of the Church, is at least
as old as Christianity itself, unlessindeed

men are to refuse credit to the entire body
of history, whether sacred or profane,

And first, that we may guard against mis-

understanding in this important matter,
let us see what is precisely the doctrine
of Purgatory maintained by the Catholic
Church. We must try to ascertain this
fact,—not from those who speak evil
against her, but from herself, This is the
only safe course of inquiry for men really
disposed to find the truth,

Now listen to her own statement of her
own doctrine of Purgatory, as we find it
in the words of the Council of Trent:
“Whereas the Catholic Church,instructed
by the Holy Spirit, has taught in her
Councils, from the sacred writings, and
the ancient traditione of the Fathers ;
and this synod now recently declared
that there is a Purgatory, and the souls
there detaived are helped by the suf-
frages of the faithful, but principally by
the acceptable sacrifice of the altar(;
therafore this holy Council enjsins it on
all the Bishops, that they be particularly
careful that this doctrine concerning
Purgatory, eo delivered by .the Holy
Fathers and Councils, be taught, and
held, and believed, and everywhere
preached.” Ses. XXYV.

Here, we have the true extent of the
doctrine of Purgatory, as a dogma ot
Catholic Faith. And so anxious was the
Council to guard it from misconception
and abuse, that it expressly forbids the
agitating of any abstruce speculations
on the subject, as well aa the following of
any practices which might savor of super-
stition, or sordid gain, You will per-
ceive that in laying down the doctrine of
Purgatory, the Church abstains from
requiring our assent to any opinions or
conjectures touching the nature, or the
duration of the sufterings in the middle
state of the dead, by which sufferings the

the commemoration of the Saints who | souls therein detsined are made to

are already united with Christ in Hea.
ven, and the commemoration of the
departed faithful, the full remission of

exrinto their several imperfections,
before they can enter into Heaven, ac-
cordingly, no Catholic is bound to believe

whose sins has been reserved for the | as a tenet of faith that these souls are

world to come, in spite of our Re-
deemer’s declaration in the 12th of St.
Matthew,

suffering the punisbment of fire; but
simply that they are suffering in some way
known to God; and again, that He is

It was indeed a magnificent concep- | pleased to accept our devout prayers
tion that '“F"“d the union of these | and other good works for their help, but

festivals, for it presents a sublime illus-

tration of that Communion of the Saints, | sacrifice of the mass.

0 emphatically proposed in the Apostles
creed as & dogma ot Catholic Faith ; that | from these premises, namely : that | time of the Apostles of Christ, But then

Now, there is one point quite manifest

communion, which unites in one bond of | believing in this doctrine, we are bound

love and active benevolence, the faithiul | by every tie of Christian charity to aid | consequences of this admission by insin.
our departed brethren who may thus be | uating that those Apostles connived at
ful here on earth ; and unites with both | shut out from Heaven, Our predeces- | this practice, whilst they musat, as men
gors in the faith from the earliest ages | inspired, have known it to be nothing
acknowledged this Christian duty, and | better than a rank superstition, to which
endeavored to fulfil it by the constant | their countrymen, the Jews, had been
practice of prayer, and every other good | long addicted, ! ;
work, in aid of their departed brethren. | excess to which the pride of private
This is a fact attested by the writings of | judgment could transport even the
the Christian fathers from the earliest | acute mind of Calvin in his rage to cry
binds us, whether living o3 dead, to Christ times, We find St, Jerome, the most ! down the Catholic Church, Indeed it is

now dwelling in Heaven with the faith-

those departed members of the Church,
who are debarred from Heaven by the
rigorous justice of God, For their relief,
special intercession is made at this time

both in heaven and on earth.

No wonder that the apostle should de-
scribe this Communion of Charity which

more especially our offering of the holy | the doctrine of Purgatory; and he

learned amongst the Holy Fathers of the
fourth century, referring toit in his con-
solatory letter addressed to Pammachius
on the death of his wife, Paulina, a
woman of dietingyished virtue, Other
husbunds, he says, strew with various
flowers the grave of a departed spouse,
But you Pammachius bedew the vener-
able remains ot Paulina with the sweet
essences of charity, Knowing that as
water quencheth fire, 50 do alms-deeds
extinguish sin, (Epist. 26.) “Is the sin.
ner dead,” says St, Chrysostom, “It is
then proper to rejoice that an end may
be put to his sins, that they can mno
longer be accumulated. And now it
becomes a duty to aid him to the best
of our power, not by tears, but by pray-
ers and |u§plioutionl, and alms and
ofterings, Nor were these means lightly
devised, nor is it in vain that in the
sacred mysteries we mention the dead,
imploring for them of the Lamb that lies
there taking away the sins of the world,
—*“It is not in vain that oblations and
prayers are oftered and alms given for
the dead, so has the Divine spirit or-
dained, that we might mutually assist
one another.” (Hom. XLI, Hom, XXI
in acta Apoet,)

St; Augustine, in speaking of the
Christian usage of burying the dead in
the cemetries of the Martyrs, tells us
that it is done to the end that the sur-

vivors be reminded to beseech constantly
these martyrs for their intercession before
the Lord, in aid of the deceased. D¢ cura
mort. He treats in another place the
case of a man engroesed in worldly pur-

suits, rather than the great business of
salvation. Such a man not only leads &
troubled and unblessed life on this
earth, but after this life he will have to
suffer either the pains of Purgatory or
the pains of hell. (Lib 2 in Genesis.)
What does he tell us in his work on the
City of God? “Before the last judgment
some undergo temporal punishment in

this life; some after death, others before
and after, For vot all that die are con.
demned to eternal fire, what is not expi-

ated in this life is remitted in the next,”
(Lib. XXI.) Again he says (Lib. XXILV.)
“the prayers of the Church and of some
good persons are heard in favor of those

Christians, who depart tbis life, not so
bad as to be deemed unworthy of mercy,
nor 30 good as to be entitled to immedi-
ate happiness, So also at the resurrec.

tion of the dead, some will be found to
whom mercy will be vouchsafed, having
gone through the pains to which the
souls of the dead are liable, Otherwise
it would not have been said of some, as
it was by our Lord in the XII Chap. of
St, Mat,, that their sins shall not be
forgiven, neither in this world or the
world to come; unless there are some
sins, the remission of which will not be
obtained in the world to come,” Such is
the testimony of St. Augustine; and in
another of his works, in which he treats
of this subject, he has this remarkable
saying: ‘“We read in the books of the
Maccabees that sacrifice was offered for
the dead, but even if no such tact was
contained in the Old Testament, the
authority of the universal charch would
be decitive; and her practice in this
recpect is beyond denial.” (De cura Mort )
Brethren, here we have testimony
of the three of the most celebrated
Fathers of the Universal Church ; each
eminent for his knowledge in doctrine
and worship from the earliest days, It it
were not & mere waste of time in this
instance, I might refer to the writings of
Christian antiquity back to Tertullian,
in the second century, that century
which witnessed the death of St, John
the Evangelist. Tertullian is known to
have been exceedingly jealous as to any-
thing like novelty in the Church, as his
great work—the prescriptions against
the heretics—eufficiently proves : yet,
this very Tertuliian tells us, when he
speaks of the practice of praying for the
dead and making oblations, that this
practice existed in the Church from the
days of the first Apostles, He accord

ingly inculcates it, and in the most earn-
est manner, a8 & great Christian obliga-
tion. Lib de Corona. Lib de Monog. Now
let us listen to Eusebius, Bishop of
Cwsarea—the father of Kocelesiastical
history—the intimate friend and coun-
cillor of the first Christian Emperor,
Constantine. In describing the funeral
obsequies of that celebrated man, he
tells us—that after the military and other
honors which his son and succeesor, Con-
stantius, rendered to his remains, the
Priests of God, accompanied by multi-
tudes of the faithful, advanced into the
middle space in order to perform divine
worship ; when having extolled the
deceased with many praises, the people
joined with the Priests in offering up
prayers for his soul, The historian adds,
that by this act they rendered a most
acceptable service to this truly religious
prince,

In truth, Brethren, the unanimous
voice of antiquity ; the monuments of
every Christian .‘I:e; the liturgy of every
national Church, bear testimony to the
dootrine of Purgatory as a Christian
dogma, and to the concurrent practice
with Christians of prayers and oblations
for the dead. And socertain is this fact,
that we find it distinctly admitted even
by the well known Calvin, in the 3rd
book and 39 sect, of his institutes, He
tells us that having carefully examined
the writings of the ancient fathers, he
found them unanimous in their belief of

admits that the practice of prayer for the
dead can be traced even back to the

he tries to extricate himself from the

Such is the frantic

but a commentary on a well known fact
counected with the movements of the
early leaders of the Reformation, Find-
ing that the doctrine of the middle state,
which we call Purgatory, was clearly re-
coguized in the books of the Maccabees,
and anxious to get rid of so decisive a
testimony, they determined to reject
these books as belonging to the inspired
writings ; although they found them re-
ferred to, in this character, by the fath-
ers of the Church at all times,
Brethren, let us examine the passage
in these booke, which appears to have
served the reformers as a chief pretext
for their rejection, It stands thus in
the 12 Chap., 2 book, “He, Judas Mac-
eabeus, making a gathering, sent twelve
thousand drachms of silver to Jerusa-
lem, for sacrifice to be offered for the sins
of the dead, thinking well and religiously
concerning the resurrection, For if he
bad not hoped that those who were slain
should rise again, it would have seemed
superfluous and vain to pray for the
dead, And because he considered that
they who had fallen asleep in godliness,
bad great grace laid up for them, It is
therefore a holy and a wholesome
thougut to pray for the dead, that they
be loosed from sin.” 2 Mace., C. XIL. The
transaction thus related belongs to an
important epoch in the history of God’s
eople. It occurred about one
undred and seventy years before the
birth of Christ, A foreign usurper had
been for some time holding that people
in subjection, and adding to his other
Oppressions, the most sanguinary perse-
eution on the score of religion, The
pation was at last driven into open
resistance, which was headed by the
bigh priest, Judas Maccabeus, In one of
tke many battles incident to that great
struggle, A more than ordinary number
of the uational force bad perished. And
it was discovered on examining the
bodies of the slain, that their avarice had
tempted them to retain on their peraons
certain articles of gold, which they had
lately seized, whilst destroying one of the
idolatrous temples of the enemy,
By this act they had undoubtedly
tranegreessed against the law of Moses,
But their countrymen, knowing the sin-
cerity of their faith, were persuaded
thewr conduct had not been influenced

any leaning towards idolatry; and
at, although they bad acted unlawfully
and sinfully in this instance, yet, that
sin was such a one a8 might find remis-
sion in the next life. And, accordingly,
with the intent to help the deceased in
obtaining that forgiveness at the hands
of God, the high priest and the nation
at large, did procure the sacrifices to
which this passage refers. Such were
the circumstances of that memorable
transaction, In examining the iufer-
ences which it warrants, I will for argu-
ment eeke, take the books of the
Magoabees as mere history. They are,
however, not only an authentic piece of
history, but one of the highest character,
for veracity; since we find the great
Jewish historian Josephus using them
invariably throughout his work, as a re-
cord of undoubted authority.
Now, if the oftering of sacrifice and
prayer for the dead that they might be
loosed from sin, was not one of the
received rites apperiaining to the Jewish
worship; if the avowed principle on
which that sacrifice was offered in the
instanoce here related, was not one of
the received and familiar tenets of the
national faith : if this whole passage was
but & daring libel on the memory of
Judas Maccabeus, and on the memory
of the people of his time, it is manifest
that the Books of the Maccabees would
never have been preserved by the
people, as a precious national record.
But in point of fact these Books were so
preserved by that nation ; and therefore
it is certain that the sacrifices in ques-
tion had been oftered as these books
testify, And now the argument stands
thus, Was the sacrilice thus oftered for
the dead an act of rank superstition, as
the reformers would persuade them.
selves 7

Was Judas Maccabeus a man likely to
perpetrate a rank profanation on the
national worghip, and at such a erigis,
whilst the best blood of the nation was
daily and profusely shed in martyrdom
for the vindication of that worship,
throughout a contest in which he himself
was the leader and hero, and in which
he eventually perseverefi until he nobly
fell? The High Piiest, Judas Maccabeus,
he who had just wrested the sceptre of
Juda from the grasp of an idolatrous
alien—he who had 80 lately purified the
temple and altar of Jerusalem so long
desecrated by that usurper; an event
which the Jewish church continued to
commemorate by & solemn religious
festival, from year to year even down to
the days of our Divine Redeemer; is
this the man who is to be charged
with the crime of a renewed profana-
tion of that altar, by an act which
Calvin would fain characterize as a rank
superstition | No, Brethren, that charge
is a8 absurd as it is wicked, when
applied to this great and good man, to
whose exalted virtues his own nation
never ceased to render just homage; so
that we find the great historian, Josephus,
thus summing up his character, more
than two centuries after his death : ‘‘He

about three months before his crucifix.
lon, attended at the Temple during this
festival of the Jewish Courch, 1Is that
reconcilable with the charge, that Judas
Maceabeus had sullied his own reputa.
tion with posterity, by an atrocious act
ot superstition, within the Temple
iteelf 1 Is the supposition to be endured,
that the Son of (iod would sanction by
His own presence, the observance of a
festival so identified with the memory of
one, who—f the opinion of our reform-
ers concerning prayer for the dead were
true—had not only profaned the Temple
by an act of superstition, but had more

over seducad the faithful flack, entrus.
ted to his care, into & public participa.
tion in his crime ?  Brethren, it would
be a rank blasphemy toimpute this pas-.
siveness to the Son ot God; to Him,
who in the fervour of his zeal for the
holiness of the Temple, had already
driven from within its precincts, the
money changers and other sordid traff’

ickers. Neither can that other blas.
phemy of Calvin be endured, which
would impute to the Apostles of our
Lord a base connivance at a supersti.
tion, Such a charge directly tends to
destroy the very foundations of Christian
faith, inasmuch as it would attribute a
false and truckling spirit to those whom
Cbrist had sent to teach all nations

And therefore their conduct, in relation
to the practice of offering up prayers
and eacnfices for the dead, that they
may be loosed from sir, must be con.
sidered as warranted by divine inspira

tion. It is therefore not a movelty, nor
a superstition that the Catholic Caurch
maintains at this day, as she has ever
maintained—namealy, that it is a holy
and a wholesome thought to pray for the
dead,

Tuis e>nelusion is irresistible even for
those who are unwilling—because of
their unhappy prejudices—to receive
the books of the Maccabees, in any
other character than that of an authen.
tic history : but for us Catholic Chris.
tians, who receive them as a portion of
the Holy Scriptures, it is quite decitive
of the present controversy, With us
the principle is still sacred, even as it
was ©f old with God’s chosen people—
that it is a holy and wholesome thought
to pray for the dead, that they may be
loosed from their eins, Believing as
they did in a future state and judgment,
and knowing as they know, from sad
experience and observation, how few go
forth to eternity out of this world of
peril and temptation, so pure as to enter
at once into the mansions of the blessed;
we are consoled by the assurance, that
there is still reserved beyond the grave
a place for penitence and remission,

And therefore it is, that no man deeply
impressed with the truths of revealed
religion; though, perhaps, not yet a
Catholic, ever loses a dear friend or
relation by death, without feeling the
impulse struggling in his heart, to be

seech the God of mercy in behalf of the
deceased,

Thus, brethren, it is evident that the
Catholic Church, so far from broaching
a novelty 1n maintaining the doctrine of
Purgatory, has but preeerved that doc-
trine, and its conse quent practice known
%0 the faithful under the old law and to
the faithful under the gospel, from the
very days of the Apostles of our Lord,
Woe to him, who had spurned this
inexhaustible gource of Charity and con-
solation for the faithful of Chriet in their
journey through this life, saddened as it
18 from hour to hour by the ravages of
death, Has death suddenly removed
from his sight some beloved friend,
from amidst the epgrossing pursuits
and distractions, and exciting caus's
which must involve even the just man,
suddenly cut off in mudst of a thousand
imperfections, do you not doubt that—
that spirit was entitled to enter at once
into leaven? And if you must thus
doubt, you must come next, and of
neceesity, to the conclusion that it is
doomed to hell; denying a8 you do, that
there is, in the next life a place for peni
tence and remiseion, for without
penitence there is no remiesion of sin,
This is indeed a sad alternative; and no
wonder that they should be “sorrowfu!
concerning those who are asleep, even as
others who have no hope.” 1. Tnessal,
1V, 12

I now willingly take leave of this por-
tion of our subject, to remew for a
moment the appeal to your sympathies at
this season, in relation to those who are
yet suffering in the mildle etate of the
dead ; and concerning whom, your faith
assures you, that they may be helped by
your prayers and good works, I bave
already expressed my own fears that we
are too justly liable to reproach in this
respect. Yet it is not to the more humble
classes of our communion that the charge
will apply. Every dole extracted from
their poverty by the passing beggar, every
contribution to a work of charty is con-
secrated to the relief of their decessed
brethren in Christ, Every prayer that
sscends to heaven from their lips, con-
cludes with the ardent recomwnending of
the souls in Purgatory to the mercy ot
God. They are themselves too intimate
with pain and sorrow to be able to dis-
card their sympathies even for the dead,
who are still in the communion of love
and faith with the Church of Christ. It

earned for bimself an imperishable nane;
notonly as the champion of his country’s
freedom and religion, but by his ﬁme
administration in his office as the high
priest of that religion.” (Hist. 3 book )
Such was the man, whose pure and ex-
alted reputation we ehould be required
now, after a lapse of two thousand years,
to consign to infamy, if the oftering of
prayer for the sins of the dead were to
deemed & rank superstition, Bu this is
not all,

I have stated already that the solemn

Temple by that illustrious high priest
continued to be observed down to the
time of our Blessed Redeemer, Indeed,

is chicfly the proeperous aud happy
i of this world that appear to have forgouten
altogether, the many over whom the grave
l has closed, True it is, that they rellom
neglect to procure the solemu oflices of
the Church on the decease of a near rela-

NO. 420.

—_ s S “————

Pagan rite. Bat no further thou bt is
taken of the departed soul, Wit this
public display, all pious spmpathy would
seem to have evaporated,

Whilst I thus address you, dear breth-
ren, 1 feel it a sacred duty 1 am dis-
charging to you as your pastor, and as
the advocate of those who are no longer
in & condition to urge their own claims
and wants ; unless through the ministers
of Him whose stern justice is now
effecting them. It is in His name my
brethren, that I reproach you; " and
indeed for your own sake; for it is impos-
sible that the apathy of Christian men in
this matter can fail to endanger their
own salvation. The sanctifyin, grace of
God must be necessarily withheld in our
regard, when we are found wanting in
the fraternal charity which embraces the
members of  His Church, whether
they be living or dead, Is
It mecessary to ask who these
claimants are in whose behalf I entreat
your prayers and good works at this time;

am calling your attention to those,
who 80 lately mingled with yourselves
in the busy scenes of life; having the
same hopes and fears which still agitate
you, pmh?s idly, and unprofitably
enough, hey are now exiled from the
presence of Gud; doomed to expiate
their imperfections, and with the bitter
convictions that you, who could assist
them, have forgotten them . Do you
ask—who are they ? the parents whose
anxieties for your advancement in this
life drew them aside but too much from
their higher duties :—the children who
are expialing their sing occasioned by
your culpable neglect, It is these you
have forgotten, No wonder they should
exclaim in the language of Job “why do
you also persecute me as God doth 1" |
will forbear to press with too heavy a
hand on the many sad and tender recol.
lections, which this anniversary must
renew in every heart still alive to the
cherities of religion and nature, To the
salutary it fluence of both I commit the
claims of the dead,

May they fiad rest this day in that
Heaven which suffereth the violence of
prayer and charity; having been aided
by the intercession of their brethren
already in heaven; and by the prayers
and good works of us, their brethren,
who are yet lingering in this troubled
and uncertain life, Amen,

Given at our residence, in Hamilton,
this first day of November, 1886
t JaMEs JosEPH,
Bishop of Hamilton,
E CARrre, Secretary.
Tnis Pastoral is to be read in all the
Chburches and Chapels of the Diocese,
on the Sunday before All Soul’s day, It
is also to be read in all religious com-
munities,
e .
BEMAGER'S **CATHOLIC HOME
ALMANACY”

—

The **Cathiolic Home Almgnac’(Benziger
Bros ) opens with a superb oleograph of Hig
Kminence Cardinal Gibbons, Miss Eleanor
C. Dounelly contributes u few pretty lines,
“Our Baby Boy."  Then follows a great
array of prose and verse, appropriately

illustrated. There is enough good reading
here to keep the family busily engaged

around the cheerful hearthstone for m ny
winter evenings:—“ The Angel of the
Prison,” adapted from the French of Ruoul
de Navery; “St. Francis d'Assisi,” “In a

Tenemeunt House,” by Maurice F. Egan ;
“'St. Leo IX, and Hugo von Egisheim: A
Legend,” “The Children's Hour" (Long-
fellow); “The Lost Pearl,” “The Seven
Angels,” “Cuanute the Dane,” “Monsionr
the Cure,” “Lhe Discovery of the Missis-
sippi,” by Rev. R, 8. Dewey, 8. J, with a
tull page historical illustration ; “Rudolph
of Hapsburg,® by Miss M wry M. Meline ;
“Through Peace to Light,” with an ex

quisite picture ; *Most Rev. Michael Augus
tine Corrigan, D D." with portrait ; “A
Pilgrimage to Lourdes,” ** Roselle's Prayar,”
by Christinn Reid ; ““Most Rev, William 11,
Elder, D.D.," “The Centennial of St
Alphonsus de Lizuori,” by a Futher of the
Coogregation of the Most Holy Redecmer;
“The Dawb Singer,” by Maurice I, Egan ;
“Cardinal Tascherenn,” “Columbus  and
the Egg,"” full page picture , "Scala Santa,"”

by

Ao

iz Allen Stwrr 3 “The Hoart of an
. A%

Fadoof

b . Vily @
All-Wo Archbishop Croke,” with por
trait ; “Some Notable Lvents of the Year,’
illnstrated with portraits of Very Rev Jos
Heller, 8. J., Cardinal Mozella, Daniel
0'Conunell, Churles Stewart Parnell, aud
Willinm i, G'adstone

The editor of the “Home Alinanac” has
spured no paing or expense to gecure con

tributions  from  well-known  Catholic
writers, In giving so much entertaining
reading matter in small space le has
struck a popular vein,--New York Free-
man's Journal,

We are now prepared to fill orders for
this excellent annual, Price, free by mail,
250, Bend postage stamps or serip. Ad-
dress, THOS. COFFEY,

Catholic Record Office,
London, Ont.

i
ST. ANTHONY'S CATHOLIC YOUNG
MEN’S SOCLETY, MONTREAL.
RESOLUTIONS OF CONDOLENCE ON THE
DEATH OF OUR LATE FELLOW MEMBER,
THOMAS E. DONOVAN, ADOP{ED FRIDAY,

ocr. 16, 1886,

Whereas, It has pleased the (Giver of
Life to tak from our midst a dear fiiend
and valued member of our Society, Mr,
Thos C, Donovan, Be it

Raeolved, Taat while we how with
submission to the will of our Heavenly
Father, who does all things for the best,
we must always regret the liss to St

tion, The custom of the country impels | Anthony's Catholic Young Men's Socicty
them to make a large expenditure on an | of a worthy member and to his funily
ornamented casket or coftin to eatiefy the | of a loving son and dear brotber, Do 1t

| goze of a curious world, and display van

Resolved, That we tender our heart

ity even in death, And this casket, after | felt sympathy to the family of deceased
‘ a short parade to the cemetery, is put | in their bereavement.  Beat further

into the earth to rest. Again, mcdern

on the remaine, and this is done to mani

1 Resolved, That these Reto'utions be

anniversary of the purification of the | usage requires that floral tabutes be laid | entered ia full in the records of. this

asgnciation and that copies be s2ot to 1he

| fest affection for the deceated and gym- | family of deceased and to the Post and

pathy for eurviving fri-nds, who no

we learn from the tenth Chapter of the | unfrequently make an idle boast of the
Gospel of St, John, that Christ Himself style and extent of this remnant of a

t | Catnoric Recomrp
JER COFPEY,
President,

Jases Tavnon,
S-crewary,
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