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t that calling {nto
1 will, and I'l] be
d knowing where
I want you, and
eace that will be
mn, and night.”
my girl !” gaid the
ther Catherine will
d help you to some
now good bye. Bs
Il me how you get

~did prove a good
pek from that day
convent on proba-
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is hard on the eyes."
an we do 7"’ sald an-
*My name was on the
, seven months before
| 1 went around to the
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Bolton, would
stay & month
the work from your girl.” ’

«Apd do you really think youd
like housework ?” asked Mrs. Bolton,
taken back by the suddenness of Mary's
request. It 18 quite different from
this, you kaow,"

On, yes, ma'am, I know its different
from this, but I've been thinking of it
for some time. Of course 1've had no
experience, except a little at home be
fore my father died. I kuow it i8 not
bard to get into a family where thay
keep two or three girls, because one
helps the other, but I want a room to
myself eo I can think in the evening
when my wo 'k 18 done, of course,” sald
Mary, ‘‘you do not know me, but
Father Bradley of St. Ignatius’ will tell
you eomething of us. He was so kind
daring my father's illhess and death,
and,” smiling, ‘‘he gotme in here, but
of course 1 wouldn't think of bothering
him with complaints about it now when
he was 80 good i1n finding me the place
—and ninety four girls ahead of me on
the application list. Yes.” she added,
as she noticed Mes  Bolton's look of
amazament, ‘‘it 13 that way all the
time.”

Mra. Bolton had been watching
Mary's face keenly. ‘“ Well,"” ghe
said, *‘I'm sure you are honest and
earnest, and I'll take your word. Let
me see,—this 18 Saturday. Well, two
weeks from next Monday you come;
then you go under training with Julia
for four weeks without salary. That's
what you mean, is 1. not? Yes?
Well, then at the end of that time—
that is, if we are mutually saticfied—
you take up Jalla's work and salary
Now that's settled,—" as Mary tried to
thank her, ** Hore {8 my card and I
shall expect you as agreed. Good
bye, and try to get a little more color
in your faza, bacause,” |
ing, ‘‘Jalin 18 a Chrisilan 3
and she'll ba insisting on your golng
to a healer

This thought of housework was not a
sundden ons inspired in Mary's mind
by Mra. Bolton's conversation. She
had decided wesks before that nothing
could be much harder than her present
lite. Shesaw herself growing shabbier
every day, as except for an occaslonal
pair of shoes tche found it impossible
with all her efforts to earn more than
her board and carfare. Soitwas with
a light heart that night that she left
her week's notice in the office of the
cashler and as she made her usual
visit to the church on her way to her
hoarding place she thanked Gd
earnestly that her prayers had been
answered and begged His guidance
and help in the new field His care had
found for her,

The next week she had to bear a
great deal of scoffing and many covert
sneers from the girls in the store
 Kitchen mechanie,” ‘‘pct walloper,”
and a score of like epithets greated her
and with raised eyebrows aud
shrugged should:rs they did not hesi-
tate to express their opinton of Mary's
‘“lowering herself.” The p-or girl
who shared a room with three others
and lived on bread and ccffee was the
worst of all. ** Before I'd woik in
anybody's kitchen,” she sald scornfully
“I throw myself in the river,”

“‘ Poor soul !" said Mary to herself
“It will hardly be necegsary. Youare
goiog fast enough as it is.” She had
seen for soms time that the poor girl
was falling and had often walked down
in the morning that she might buy a
bannana or an orange for Sadie, who
now eaid to her contemptously, but
dramatieally : ¢ Mary Hennessey, my
friendship is no longer yours !”

All this had occurred, however,
eight years before the day of Mary’s
conversation with her mistress con-
cerning “*In His Steps.” It had not
taken Mrs. Bolton long to diccover that
Mary was far above the average work-
ing girl. She could discuss inteli-
gently most subjects of current inter-
est, and with such nalve originality
that Mrs. Bolton liked to talk with her
and draw her out. In this matter
Mary showed the innate refinement of
her race, the kindness and equality of
her mistress’ manner never causing
her to forget her position or become in
the slightest degree familiar. ‘' Oa
the comfort of her !" Mrs. Bolton
would exclaim to her friends. “Really
I'm ashamed to say that in the last
year or two, since I've gotten so deep
in club work and advancement theor
ies, I have to leave everything to
Mary.”

She felt tired and dispirited this af-
ternoon a8 she climbed the stairs to
Mary’'s bedroom. Her life seemed to
he growlng so nerve-wearing and club:
driven, while so little was really ac
complished with all their meetings and
discussions, ‘* How swaet and restful !”
she sighed as she pausad in the door-
way. ‘‘Mary keeps every place 8o
spotless and yet never seems driven.”

Mary’s room was restfal with its
dainty desk and bookcage, her own pur
chases, its spotless curtains aund potted
plants. She called it her haven of rest
and many times as she entered it she
recalied with a smile the old days in
the bagement when the girls laughed
at her desire for a room to berself,

Mrs. Bolton crossed to the tabls and
found the book she sought uuder the

“Imitation of Christ,” which she opened
carelessly to see where Mary bad
placed the marker, and read : ‘‘ Be
hold if all shou'd be spoken agalnst
thee that could be most maliciously in-
vented, what would it hurt thee, if
thou sufforedet it to pass and madest
no more reckoning of it then a note ?
Could all these words pluck as much as
& halr from they head ?"
“ But he that hath no heart in him
nor hath Ged before his eyes, is easily
moved by & word of his pretse.”’

Mrs. Bolton sighed as che 1aid down
the book. ‘* Good gracious !" ehe ex-
claimed to herself, a8 she wemt down

ghe s

his books."

to tell you.

or two longer

you take me? Let ma'; heart in me nor God before my eyee, or
without salary to learn 1 surely wouldn't

have

with this book. Don’t you think it
most interesting ?"

Y Why, it's really amusing, ar
swered Mary, turning back.

“ On,

Mrs.

Bolton surprised. ‘‘ So far

have found it original and sed, very
sad, but perhaps,” she added, as Mary
stood emiling in the doorway, ‘' por

haps it ends differently, I'll read
anyway before 1 judge it further.”

‘‘Mary,” she asked the next after
noon &s she stood buttoning her gloves
‘“how in the
world can you cali ‘In His Steps’
To me it seems like the
first sound of a trumpet awakening the
world from its long sieep of selfishness

and ready to go out,

amusing ?

and indifference You know, Mary

she went on, ‘' [ have never diecussed
religion witk yon nor ever objscted to

your cbeying your creed in all thing

but your calling this book amusing,
with your intelligence, inclines me to
the general beliet that Catholics in fo
lowing their worship of the saints avd

other superstitions, really loss sight
the real Christ, the Saviour of
world.”

** Indeed,” Mary
and is that the
ma'am 7’

replied guietl
i general belie

Mary,” sald her mistre
gently. Tne intent lot

faco made her taink

that her wor

were making an impression, and ghe

went oo pityingly, ** and reslly, Mar
there 18 scarcely a meeting of culiure
representative womsan at which

ston. ‘' You see,’

is removed."”
ing to her smbject and enjoying h

you!
are such a devout Catholie.”

felt like this 7’

gress of the world.”
like that 7"

quickly, ‘' and most
more strongly than L.”

ants 7" asked Mary again.
they are geoerally honest and pure
able,”

their Catholic tervants in charge

are ¢’ remarked Mary dryly.

Mary went on, ‘' You were shick

Sheldon's book

heavens,

amueing.

was not Christ so?

g0 7 How many thousands

ing in the footsteps of Christ were
idea of his invention !

cipation can't see that it is the cry
less. Childless and restlees.
own ears have heen deafened to !”

ton, ** how dara you ?”

my life.”

*¢ Noneense !’ sald Mrs.
gharply, as she opened the door to
out. ‘*Nonsense! You will have
gretted your foolish words when 1

the Cathelic Indian schools.

 fsn't it too bad,” she sobbed, *
have to go with hard feelings after

thess yeats ? Sha has always been g0
kind, too, and maybe I gaid too much,

but good heavens, how could [ st
it?

while we sult them &nd having

the stairs. ‘‘I must have neither

been 80
| equelched this afternoon when I had to
confess my ignorance of Sheldon and
Golng into her own room
woarily, she threw herself on a couch
and read until Mary knocked at the
door to atk 1if Mr, Bolton would be
home for dinner.

“* No, Mary,” she answered, I forgot
His brother 1is still ill and
he will remain in Philadelphia a day
And Mary, " she called
as Mary was golng away, ‘'1I'm charmed

you don’tc mean that,” eaid

the

k on Mary'

this
question does not coms up for discus-
'she continued, not
noticing the two bright red spots on | to
Mary'sjcheeks, ' we nave quite declded
that nothing can be done towards re
forming tbis world until this gigantic
barrier of ignorance and saperstition
Mrs Bolton was warm-

own eloquence, but marking the pained
look in Mary's face, she egaid kindly,
“0a, Mary, I hope I have not offended
Raally, [ always forget that you

** Mrs. Bolton,” sald Mary, sternly,
‘““may I ask you if you bave always

* Well, not exactly,” was the reply.
¢ Of courae, I always pitied their fool-
ichness and idoiatry, but it is only
since I have taken an active part in
affairs that 1 have learned how they
are opposed in every way to the pro-

¢ And do all your reform women feel | ar

Oa, yes, Mary, replled Mrs. Botton
of them much

*+ And do they have Catholic serv-
“*In most cases they do, becanse
their morals and altogether depend-
““And so the reform women leave

their homes, while they wear them-
geives out howling against the Church
that has made these girls what they

Mrs. Bolton tiied to explain, but

yesterday when I said I thought Mr.
Good
hasn't the Catholic Church
taught its children to follow in Christ's
steps trom time immemorial ? You say
Catholic girls are pure and honest—
You know they
are poor and lowly—was not Christ
of our
noblest men and women have given
up ell that life held dear to go into
banishment and poverty, to feed the
hungry and clothe the naked, and yet
you talk of Sheldon's book as if walk-

Oa, ma'am,”
she went on with quivering volce,
“it's a pity that the hatchei faced
women who shout for reform and eman-

their conscienca that makes them reat -
Childless
and heartless, through their own sel
fish sins, they begrudge to others, the
baby pratile and tender luliables thelr

“Mary !" almost shouted Mrs. Bol-

*1 dare, ma'am,” answered Mary
quiely, ‘' because you dare to speak
sighiiogly of my faita and becaase
uaill you take back the words you
have said, not another night will I
spend under your roof, aithough, " and
there were tears in her voice, ‘' I've
spent here some of the happlest days of

Bolton,

turn,” and slamming the door behind
her, she hurried off to attend a very
important meeting relative to closing

Mary finished her work, and hurry-
ing to her room burst into tears.

On, the hypocrisy of them, smll-
ing and saying pleacant things to v8

bitterness siways in thelr hearts!”
But the thought of all the happy hours
she had speat in her cosy room would

obtrude fiteelf with fresh force.
‘' Never," she murmured, ‘ hagan un:

out apew. ‘‘I bate to leave her, gho
veeds care 80 badly-—but after ali, it
will do her geod to bave to stay bome
for a while,” aud she drew her trunk
out of the closet and hastily began her
packing. ‘I mustbe gone bufore she
gets back,” she tbought, with & sud
den reviftsion of feellng, *‘or I might
say something I'd be sorry for

18 | know I wouid if she mentioned my
faith again.”

1 She packed everything but her books
and pretures and left s hurried note on
the hall table saying she would send
I|for them. *‘1I'm sorry iudecd,” she
added, ** for what has takev place to
day, but happy and contenter a8 [ have
beer here [ wcu'd have lef. inng ago
it | had I known of the bitterness ' your
heart towards all I held in gacred rev-
erence, and will hold, with Ged s help,
unt'] mv dylog day.”

Mre. Bolton was late for the meet
ing. ‘ And now, ladies,” the presi-
dent was saying as she entered, ** you
have discussed the salient points of this
very important question. You have
given it inteliigent thought and sorl-
ous conelderation, and to ensure the
prompt action of our representatives
8, | in Congrees the signatures must be sent
in at once. Thoucands of women all
over the country have already for-
1. | warded their signatares, and in all
matters of importance delays are dan-
of | gerons. Now will the iadies please
pass up the left aisle to the secretary '8
desk, and then pass back the right
7, | aigle to their places. This will avold
sf, | confusion and save time."”
M Bolton had h”p'i

»
)

4”,“ '» into

i: at at the back of the room. ©OShe

: cely hesrd what the pr mi said,
de | but as she watched the ladies file up to

the desk, every word of Mary's came
¥, | back to ber with new force

d, | less and heartless, throu
selfi:h elns, they begruc
the baby prattle and tender luliabies
their own ears have beem deafened

‘¢ Well, they certainly do not look
ag if they were overflowing with the
milk of human kindness,” she thought,
and then there flashed across her mind
the mesting of the Mecea Club on the
er | day tefore, when ** What would Jesus
do?” wes the sole topic of discussion,
and when a great numher of the
women bsfore her now had pledged
themselves to follow in His steps. She
wondered if it had occurred to any of
them to esk themeelves if Jesus would
gend a petition to the ruling powers
urging them to withdraw all support
from the Catholic schocls on the Iudian
reservation. Again came Mary's
words : ‘* And so the reform women
leave their Catholic servants in charge
of their homes while they wear them-
gelves out howling against the Caurch
that has made these girls what they

e.

“Mrs, Bolron,” called out the presl-
dent, ‘‘ the secretary informs me that
your name is not on the list, and if my
memory Serves me Corre ctly,” she
added smiling, ‘‘you epcke very
strongly at the last meeting in favor of
taking lmmediate action or this mat-
in | ter.”

‘i Yes," replied Mrs. Bolton, absent-

all the ladies were seated agaln, ‘‘yes,

of | I remember I did urge the matter, but
I did not question myself or anyone

else a8 to what effect it weuld have on

b oomet

eitd ihai il Wa& 10 ab
ed

unanimeus vote,”

fuse to sign this petition ?"

and broadening ourselves,

consistent every day.”
an

the eager clamor for the floor.
last it was given to a thin, little red

four, section B, of our by-laws.”

tion.

fagtened ber sealekin coat.
not trouble ycu further.

wrong with our lives.
go

re-

why.
‘in
all

thinking.
and

the | moved by a word of disprai-e

hail.

kind word paseed her lips to me until!
to-day. These clubs are killing her, gshe found Mr. Bolton
poor thing !" and Mary's tears broke huogry for his dioner, and Mary

ly, &s ehe looked around and noted that

anything or anybody. I simply gath

Catholle, and vou know, Madam Presi-
dent,” she went ¢ca more firmly, ‘* that
always ensures a full weeting and a

““Then are we to understand,’ asked
the president sharply, ‘' that you re-

“Yes, I refuse to sign anything until
I know what good it 18 going to do,”
and then, catching sight of some of the
politely astonished faces that were
tarned toward her, she added, *' It
seems to me that instead of improving
we are
growing more intolerant and more in-

This remark acted iike a bombshell
and it took fully five minutes to quiet
At

haired woman, who said as she locked
of | at Mrs. Bolton witheringly, * I move
that inasmuch as an insult has been
offared to this honora-le body of ladies,
the member offering the same be either
requested to aptlogize or be suspended
unul further action, accordiug to rule

The motion was eagerly secorded
and then came loud calls for the ques-

¢ Pray do not excite yourselves,
ladies,” eaid Mre. Bolton quie'ly, asshe

‘1 shall
It happone
that this afternoon I was given an op
portunity cf seelng ourseives as others
see us, and the sight was not pleasant,
There is surely something radically
Oaly yester-
day we pledged ourselves to do as
re- | Christ would do if He were on earth,
and to day we ail come here to do cur
utmost toward the enactment of a
measure anything but Christ 1 ke.
And then we pounce upon & sister
member because she pauses in the
midst of the maelstrom to ask herself
I really believe now,'’ she con-
tinued, ‘‘that It was a sentencs 1
found yesterday in a book belonging
to my Cathollc servant that set me |
It has kopt me awska all
night,” and Mrs. Bolton quoted earn-
estly—** But he that hath no bheart in |
him nor God befors his eyes, is easily

)

' Good bye, ladies,” and without walt-

the unususl excitement, she asked the
elevator boy to call a cab. When she
reached home, weak and exhausted,
awalting her,

gono {
‘‘ Here's a note,” sald Mr. Bolton, |
““What did you say to the girl any
way ? She's not the kind to go off in
& huff for nothing. Then Mr
told him tearfully all that had occurred, |
‘See if she loft any address in tha
note,” he pald when she hed fioiehed. |
““Yes, here it s~ 49 Hcoper street,
Brocklyn. Now, il you'll make some
tea whils I bunt up somse cold meat or
whatever there 18, I'll have Mary back |
fn two hours!” i
‘*But John, what if she will not
come ¢

*Oa, ehe'll come all right,” he an-
swered cheerfully “You just write
her a note &nd tell her you're sorry for
all that religious tomfoolery. You
know what to say,” he laughed, as hs
opened a can of peas, ‘' I'll get hor !
‘i Mary,” sald Mrs Boiton two weeks
later as she was tlow!y recoveriug from
a sharp attack of what the doctor called
v over-worked nerves,” ‘‘that other
little book which was on your table is
worth a dozsn of Sheldon’s.”

“You mean the ‘lmitation,’ ma'am?"”
inquired Mary. *‘Oh, yes, there's
nothing grander than that—mnothing!"
“ I wish you'd get it, Mary,~1 want
to see if I had that quotation right that
I repeated at the club meeting that
afternoon. Oa, Mary,” she laughed,
a8 Mary returned with the book, *‘I
shall never forget how the ladles looked
at me as I lefc the hall, What must
they think of i

o 3

tANover

Bolton |

gen

an a \
ma'am
behind Mt
if ail
that could b
hurt thee, 1
and mad
than of a mote? Could all th
pluck as much &8 oue hair
he ¢

t no mnre Ye

from thy

*Oh, yes, I remember reading tha’,

Mary,” sald Mrs. Bolton, as the sank
back upon her pillows and smiled
peacefully., * It is beautiful.”—Ter
esa Beatrlce O'Hare, in ths Rosary
Magazlue,
o

DON'T DELAY YOUR JUBILEE
VISITS.

panger Fromthe Procrastinating Tend
ency in Human Nature.

As the axiom concerning the danger
of delays bears with eepecial force on
gpiritual matters, wise people will take
advantage of the greater freedom from
worldly distraction which Lent should
bring them to make a good start in one
of the most important works to which
the gaining of the Jubilee is condi

tioned—the prescribed visits to the
churches.

In earller days who 8o sought the
Jubilee Induigence thought no condi

tions too rigorous for so great a spirit

ual favor : and our forbears in the
faith would marvel, were they in the
world again, st the easiness of the coa-
ditions prescribed for us.

No anchorite fast, no vigil of prayer,
no painful journey afoot in pilgrim
garb and with naught but pligrim
duty in view. Cur visits may be made
in carriage or electric car, and if,
when we set forth to make them, we
have some incidental business to attend
to, we are allowed to transact it on the
same jaurney.

Yet, easy &6 the fulfilment of the ob

ligation has been mede, it is very
probable—from the procrastinating
tendency in human nature, when there
s any question of duty—that many
people will find themeelves on the lsi
of August wi'h their Jubllee visits yet
to make, and that summer heat or
storm, or an unexpected indisposition
will so encroach upon the scant time
loft that they will be unable to fulfil
this condiiton of jthe Jubilee Indulj-
ence,

Business, plearure, mere gloth and
indifference—everything had the right
of way, and the precious opportunity
is forever forfeited.

1t is botter to be wise in timoa. The
world itself now pays some respect to
the Lenten season,and the young snd
pleagure-loving will find fewer temp
tations to postponement, if they utiliz>
for their Jubilee visits those days dur
ing which fashion iteelf decrees it “in
bad form" to be seen at metinees,
luncheon parties or afternoon teas.

There is & larger ciass whose motive
for postponement is ‘' business,” yet
thegse, at & littlo sacrifica, can maka
thetr vigits on the Sundays, and {n any
event there is but a small percentage
of this class who would not give up &n
afternoon now and then for a doubtful
temporal good.
The degree of

fervor with which
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ence, and of promptness with which 2 orpld leer
they fu/fil the conditlons for gaining {
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