THE MONETARY TIMES

A

| COMMERGE and TRANSPORTATI '. N |

TRADE WITH GERMANY.

The Objects of the Ger-ll-Caudh- Ecomomic Asso-
ciatlon—So-e Signilult Trade Statistics.

By J. J. Ihi.ﬂ“

The writer of this article, the English advisor
of the German-Canadian Economic Association, is
now in Canada, together with Dr. E. J. Neisser, the
general secretary. The intention of these gentlemen
is to make an extensive tour through Canada, and to
jhform themselves by personal inquiry and inspection
of the country’s resources and development, as well
as to seek to come into touch with those who may be
in sympathy with the objects of the Association.—Ed.
M. T.
In pleasing contrast to the war-like views attributed to
Germany by certain political journalists, are the efforts that
are being made by German commercial interests to foster the

l

arts of peace, and to increase the trade between Canada and

Germany. For some time past isolated attempts had been
made in that country to induce the Government to enter into
pegotiations with Canada, for the purpose of bringing about
a commercial treaty, but they were unsuccessful, even as cer-
tain sporadic efforts made by interested parties here have
failed to accomplish anything.

About a }ear ago a number of representative men from
the various branches of German industry determined to see
if an organized effort might not be more fruitful of results,
‘This effort was to be in itself not political but only prepara-
tory to such political steps as those interested in the respec-
tive countries might subsequently see fit to take. Under
these circumstances the German-Canadian Economic Associa-
tion was formed, on the membership roll of which the names
of a large number of prominent merchants as well as of the
representatives of the most important transportation com-
panies and of large banking institutions are to.be found.
Work of the Cerman-Canadian Association.

The work of the Association, it has been said, was to be
preparatory. That is, in the first place an effort was to be
made to show Canadians what opportunities Germany could
offer as a market for their products, as well as to make the
Germans themselves better acquainted with Canada, with her
resources, her development, in fine with her present com-
manding position and with her assured future. In the second
place it was thought that the inertia which precedes and
renders difficult a first step might thus be overcome, and op-
portunity be rendered easier for those on the Canadian side,
who are interested in an increased intercourse between the
two countries, to express themselves accordingly.

This latter has to a certain extent been realized,
number of encouraging letters and communications showing
sympathy with its objects and efforts have been received by
the Association. As to the first point above mentioned ; the
German wrade to Canada is to b2 sure, in absolite amount
more than three times that in the opposite direction, and ac-
cording to one mode of reasoning this means that Germany
has three times the interest of Canada in the commercial re-
lations of the two coufitries, but this is not an accurate in-
ference from the statistics. What place does each country
hold respectively in the total export trade of the other? This
is the proper question to ask. According to the figures for
1908 Canada takes from Germany only onme-half of one per
cent. of Germany’s total exports, while the portion taken by
Germany of Canada’s total exports is nine-tenths of one per
cent. These figures likewise show how, comparatively small
is the present trade between the two cougtries
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' Some Interesting Trade Statistigs. 3 .

But the comparative value of the prﬂ(ﬂt Say trade of
gauge for
measuring the importance of the matter. ! h§r should we
ask to what amount may and can that M brought.
! They build neither wisely nor well who : lely for the
immediate present, and as Canada has onlf it 5 per cent.
of her tillable domain, under cultivation: t P‘ to consider
is not, whether Canada can now sell all § produces,
but that soon she will be able to produce aﬁﬁa she can sell.
On which account the more markets that afe op#n to her the
better for her trade. Germany is the gre heat import-
.ng country in the world, with the cxceplioq: $reat Britain.
In 1908 Germany imported more than go s bushels of
wheat of which she took from Canada less thas fhree hundred
thousand. Germany is importing over 18&dob fons of fresh
apples a year, of which Canada’s share fof th$ fiscal year
1907-1908 was only 18,000 barrels, whereas 19 : ~1904 it was
20,602 barrels, and in 1905-1906 it was ’63.. «7 els, and it
could be easily increased beyond the Iamﬁs‘ these num-
bers. :

Why are these things so? Is it : ‘Qe he German
miller does not want to buy Canadian \vg t Not at all;
he,—the largest buyer of wheat outside of Grfat Britain,—
would be only too willing to get it to m ith the softer
wheags; he appreciates its strength, it @ rcentage of
gluten’; he would become a compﬂitivei" it, and the
more bidders the better the price. Beudcl) :' uld prefer
not to be so dependent upon Argentine amf be jnited States
for his supply. And the Canadian apples, “l y Jess liked
than formerly? Has the German taste ¢ § in this re-
spect? Not at all. The German house Sowing little
and thinking less about the moves upon th chess-board
only wonder why she can no longer get h pﬂb apples
that used to be offered for sale at the s
content with sorts that place her less.

Unsettied and Abnormal Tariff Conditions.

We who know. are aware that the dxﬂsl’k
mentioned is owing to the unsettled and abher
ditions existing at present, between the o cdhntries. We
who know are also aware that if these co it were equit
ably adjusted not only would Canadian !hla and apples
flow in ever increasing streams into Germafy, but likewise
the canned lobster of Nova Scotia and therann ' salmon of
British Columhbia, and ‘that her import zfl'a_dian agri-
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cultural machinery and of whatever else es or could
take from Canada, would feel a symﬁatbeﬁd impulse. More
than this, the effect-of such an ad)u%t:‘_@t. oulll reach
farther. and bring in its train in increase uf_iﬁér n immigra-
tion into Canada and an influx of German &ﬁt j, these to be
added to the men- and capital from othe natugns— the
imports which a young and rapidly develipipgiicountry can
secure. But does Germany ask anythingiidr al} this? She
does. Germany is herself a prumvmmﬁ!‘_(w and she
does not presume to say what Canadian :aiﬁf t.a's should be
That is a question between the Canadian; tons r and the
Canada has to “l' af ‘lf” as sell
.\ni Gepany asks,—

best
by,

Canadian nfanufacturers
This Canada cannot help if she would
the British Preference being saved—that =she bay compete
at least on as favorable terms as other na@ipas r that share
of Canada’s trade to which she may be tli" by virtue of
the excellence of her wares and her com i

Canadian Trade Commissioner for Berlin.
There is a desire in Germany that uhh‘i f a2 Canadian
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