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materials. Thus, the business in lubricating oils, in paints, 
in engineering sundries, printing inks, industrial coals, soaps, 
and the like is perhaps generally accompanied by 
of graft. The guilt lies between the salesman and an agent 
of the buying firm. Until recently little had been heard of 
the systematic subornation of shop assistants. It appears, 
however, that one firm selling to drapers has instituted a 
sj stem of premiums. Coupons are enfolded in each article 
having a cash value of one farthing to shop assistants only. 
They are redeemable in lots of one gross or more, ai^d their > 
purpose is to stimulate the sales of this particular article. 
Even if this system is not a fraud on the shop-keeper it is, 
at least, a deception of the public, and a most unwholesome 
piece of competition, for rival manufacturers to emulate. 
The retailer who permits the system to grow up in his own 
premises, on whatever specious pretext, is growing a very 
fine rod for his own back.

mation and advice. The book is bn eminently sensible immi
gration document, conceived ingeniously, and carried out 
well. It does credit to the Department of the Interior. \\ e 
especially like the little maps pf sections of the country
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>ANSWERS TO ENQUIRERS. I 1
BRANCHES IN 

Ontario. R. S„ Montreal.—Accordingjto a Hand Book compiled 
by Mr. Littlejohn, the city cler

amounted to $1,002,707.; of Irtrich $896,888 was for inter
file general debt, the remainder for schools and the

the total debt charges for

1Ç04 
est on 
public library.

Reader, Windsor, asks the ns mes of the cabinets of the 
new provinces, Saskatchewan ; nd Alberta. In reply: At 
Regina on September 12th, the Saskatchewan Cabinet were 
announced and sworn in as follows: Walter Scott, Premier 
and Minister of Public Work!
General ; James A. Caldef, Mil 
Motherwell, Minister of A grin 
tary. The Premier of Albe| ta. Hon. Mr. Rutherford, 
announced his cabinet on abou the same day, as follows: 
A. C. Rutherford, of Strathcon 1, Provincial Treasurer and 
Minister of Education; A. H. Cushing, of Calgary, Minister 
cf Public Works; C. W. Crosi, of Edmonton, Attorney- 
General; W. F. Findlay, of Me licine Hat, Provincial Secre
tary; and Dr. Geo. Devebcf, of Lethbridge.

Cornwell
Deoerootoit has long been said—buy retail, sellBritish farmer

wholesale and do both badly. The accusation is generally 
true, and it is rather remarkable that men who manage thus 
ill should be the ones to back a huge co-operative scheme. 
It remains to be seen in what numbers farmers will flock to 
the English Farmers’ Produce Association, Limited, which 
vaulting enterprise is to collect and sell all produce, to pro
vide at wholesale rates all machinery, seeds, and manure— 
not forgetting stud facilities—as well as drapery, groceries, 
hardware and other farm house needs. Of course, such an 
organization could, theoretically, be made to work, but we 
have not found that co-operative society’s officials do much 
better for customers in the long run than the despised 
private trader. Our co-operative concerns develop leaks and 

exists for believing that a successful enterprise
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will have to begin modestly and grow gradually in the mul-!
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ti\ aricty of its departments.

Speaking of miscellaneous business, what can one think 
of the cockney witness, who sold “ anything between a pm 
and a bit of green grocery,” and declared himself a “ sort 
of general business intactum ”?
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NORTH OF ENGLAND LETTER.

One of our daily papers expresses the opinion that 
Dominion rolling-mills will net be able to supply all the 
steel rails needed in Canada dui ing the next ten years. They 
will be able to sell all they can make but not all that will 
be required. For the surplus 
English and United States producers, the latter of whom 
control two-thirds of the *|eel-fnaking capacity of the world.

jf our railways informs me

TheNORTH COUNTRY.
Manchester, September 15.

fight is anticipated between 01ft ft ft
SUGAR BEETS AND BEANS.

CAPITAL,
A divisional engineer of one 
that English rail-swagers made a 14 per cent, profit last year. 
They have an understanding 
an ange affairs quite to their

The Chatham firm of J. B. Stringer & Company, who 
have been dealers in beans and seeds for many years in that 
city, and in various other places in Kent and Essex Counties, 
send us the following memorandum: "We submit the fol
lowing report relative to the three crops, beans, corn, and 
sugar beets, peculiar to our western district. Beans,—Have

Travelleas to prices and appear to 
reasonable satisfaction. But

ess of a hindrance. Depend- 
for their dividends, they are

the monopolists are more or 
ing on the rapid wear of tails

disposed to adopt any datent system of rail-jointing
of the rail, as well as obviate 
train over the joinings. The
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the up and down jolt of the 
discouragement of improveme its is part of a price usually 
paid for the maintenance Of n onopolies.

“ Butter-fakers ” disturb t ic peace of provision dealers 
in this country, and thein ope rations have a two-fold inter-
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