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Letters to the Editor

Mr. Archibald's Figures
EDI’I‘OR. Farm and Dalry.—I notice

in the Farm and Dairy of June

20th under “Letters to the Kd-
itor," one from J. A. M., Kings Co,
Prince Bdward Island, criticising cer-
taln estimates made by Mr. E. 8. Arch-
fbald, Dominion Animal Husbandman
43 to the cost of keeping a cow for a
your and the value of her products.
Briefly, JAM. severely criticises Mr.
Archibald for valuing the manure from
one cow for 4 year at $22.60 chemical
value and another $23.50 for humus
value. He also thinks that the ests-
mates for feed of $52.21 for a cow pro-
ducing 5,727 1bs of milk is ridlculously
low. I do not wish to get into any
controversy with J.AM, but as a per.
sonal friend of Mr. Archibald, and in
Justice to the live stock industry and
the Experimental Farm system, I be.
lieve that the impression left by J.A
M's letter in the minds of Farm and
Dairy readers, should be corrected,

The Value of Manure,

As to the value of manure, the
Prince Edward Island farmer evident-
ly Is at variance with our very best
farmers the world over. That the
whole industry of agriculture depends
on soll fertility and that the manure
from live stock is the surest and saf-
est method of -

Branch as well as by other authorities,
do not exceed this sum more than 10
to 20 per cent. The past winter has
seen higher feed prices than ever be-
fore in the country’s history and any
open minded farmer will surely re-
alize that old commercial prices, of
feods two or three years ago, must be
added to to meet present market
prices. However,,I notice that at the
present time J.AH. is feeding nine
pounds of mixed meal, which 15 a
liberal ration for a cow unless pro-
ducing over 35 pounds of four per
cent milk daily. That this meal is
Costing him at the rate of $70 a ton
Is evidence of lack of careful coopera-
tive buying. Had he laid in his stock
of meal in carload lote purchased
cooperatively with his neighbors and
obtained in the fall of , the very
best mixture of mill feeds should not
have cost him more than $45 a ton at
prices then existing. Bven so with
present prices of bran, shorts, oil cake,
cottonseed, where obtainadble, distil-
ler's grains, and the like, I fall to see
how any mixture of these feeds could
cost him $70 per ton unless he pur.
chased in very small quantities, paid
frelght rates on less than oar lots, and
Kkindly granted one or more dealers
excessive profits

This Prince Edward Island farmer,
undoubtedly a wide awake man, fails
to appreclate the real purpose of ‘he

alning or

ing soll fertility, is an understood and
proven fact throughout all Europe and
America. Undoubtedly the value of
cow mapure depends largely on qual-
ity of feed given the cows, and age of
oattle and even more on the care given
to the manure in order to prevent seep-
age, b burning, etc. We all
sgree with this party that much man-
ure from cows “is mot worth a sou,”
due (o improper handling. Any farm-
er ls In reality ezchanging his manure
for cow feed If it is properly applied
to the eoll. Milkmen near the cities
who are not working farms naturally
would place no value on msnure, but
any man operating a farm should con-
Sider its value more carefully

As to the chemical value of manure:
It cow manure, both liquid and solid,
contains 1.4 per cent of nitrogen; .2
per cent phosphorie acld; and 1.45
per cent. potash, as stated by our best
authorities, even on a basis of pre-
wur prices for any good commercial
fertilizer where nitrogen cost at least
16c per pound and phosphoric acid
and potash at least Se per pound, the
chemical value of a ton of manure as
volded hased on prices of commercinl
fortilizer would be $5.85. The fact
that prices for commercial fertilizers
bave increased from 35 to 200 per
cent. since 1914, and that the supply
I8 exceodingly limited, and in faot pot-
Wh is almost impossible to obtain,
should enhance the value of manure.
No farmer can, with commercial forti-
liser alone maintajn or increase sofl
fortility but he must have the humus
either of decaylng manure or of de-
eaying green crops such as clover
plowed under, This fact has been
dearly established by the practice of
our most successtul a8 well
& by careful experiments on Experi-
montal Farms throughout the world.

As {0 (he value of grade calves, this
I8 perhaps an open Question. How-
over, Holsteln and Ayrehire
readlly at from $3 to $7 throughout
Ontario and Quebec. What the local
price of these calves at birth may be
: Prince Bdward Island is question-

e

As to Feed Cost.

The figure given for the feeding of
e avorage cow giving about 5,700
pounds of milk was actually $62.21 at
the time (hat the cireular was written.
Bven though JAH, has at hand a
%0py of circular No. 21, dated 19 A
when laat ro-printed, he muost make
Qo8 allowance for inorease in cost of
foods from that time to this. Hven
%0, 1916 and 1917 S ures collected by

rms or their ciroulrs.
It was the futention of these cireulars
and, 1 beleve, an apparent one to
careful readers, to show that one must
value all by-products and care for all
by-products most assiduously in order
to show any profit from dairy cows.
Bxperimental Farms have the great-
est sympathy for the hard working
dairy farmer who is undoubtedly work-
ing on & small margin of profit if in
fact any profit whatever is fortheom-
Ing—F. G. 8, Ottawa, Ont.

The Feeder's Side of [t
DITOR, Farm and Dairy—I like
E to read Farm and Dairy, especial-
ly subjeuts relating to the silo and
silage, care and feeding of cattle, etc.,
but I noticed an article in the July 4th

think you worded that article very
strongly, as the pigs were put outside
from comfortable quarters, where they
~ontracted the disease. As an exper|-
ment, [ did the same thing last year.
The hogs that were put outside thriv-
ed splendidly, while the remainder of
the litter died in inside quarters
also disagres very strongly with
Mr. Hall, of the Veterinary Director
General's Department, who, according
to the article mentioned, claims that
shoat-pneumonia affects the pigs when
they are from six weeks to three
months of age. I had two dle when
they were ready for market. They
had been kept as white as snow, as
the pen was cleaned every day, and
well bedded. It was also dry, light,
roomy and comfortable. As to loss, T
lost about twenty-five last fall, and I
it the most loss
I have ever experienced. I would have
lost more than their value had 4 tried
to winter them on warm water and
mill feeds such as we got; and at
times we could not get any. The pigs
which I lost caught the disease. [ be-
lieve, from an old unsanitary pen
which I have since torn down.
As far as comfortable quarters and

about 100, need go to either Mr.
Hall or Mr. Bradt for information.
The little pig on which they held the
post mortem was badly infected before
being put outside. Of course we al}
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DE LAVAL

CREAM SEPARATORS
Save Cream, Time and Labor

Hmmlryimto.etnlmzwm:outncm-m
s‘“ Cmm: , OF are using an inferior or half-worn.
mtm,mthn“msom‘nm-mhm“mld
800n save enough cream to pay for itself,

. Amodcrumwhlbizt&nemdhhur
sthor'-m. Andthhyur.mmﬂmeverbda‘,
tlnunvin‘-ndhbormondwbmmunmanym

Themilmuharmmsepnmorlhtmnmmmwhhm-
De Laval in clean ski ity, ease of tion, freedom from
repairs, and durability,

Mrv-b-l--lu-vh—n-ndh—.-dhnh*mh.-—-
for you right away, l—.ﬂunbchvd-whb-'hhudu
o such libaral terme as to save its own cost. Soe the local Do Laval agent,
i..ﬂh\b'hvvhb&-mbol‘-l-ﬂhuhhw.

THE DE LAVAL COMPANY, Lid.
MONTREAL PETERBORO WINNIPEG

VANCOUVER

Greatest Labor Saving Ilnvention of the Age
¢ For the Farm and Private Home
Antematio Chum makes perfect butter n

churn in the werld. Nothing but
the No ":’ ull-l“ldlll
scrul
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