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THE CATHOLIC REGISTER

Thursday, February 27th, 1908

A LETTER FOR OLD JO

Sadlier.)

(By Anna T

Winter storms were very fierce that
year at the Mountain The bedge
rows, that had been gay with the
trailing wild roses in the springlime,
had disappeared from sight unde:
masses of snow; the river that wed
so merrily down in the t
frozen over, n I
of the frost
sleighs in
U t y
h
ma
W
" 4
u
| A | S
wr |
) 1
wi ANAS
darkly 1 !
vere weathe \

b t 1) nd O
:.. 4 | { I
lads who had eped through !
dow at du i declared tl

saw the old man gnawing leather ar
devouring handfuls of dried peas

Whether or not this was the ¢
it seemed probable that the man was
in dire want, and the good oflices ol
Monsieur le Cure were demanded. For

once theyv failed Joe did what no
other in that parish would have done
—utterly refused all ::.‘v"..‘:.': n, and

scorned the idea of aid In the earl

ier part of the season he had been
seen at his door, grim and ereet a
some Titan of old or ploughing
through deep snow upon the roa 1\, o1
facing the wildest blizzard Of late
he had remained shut up in his house
—a circumstance unprecedented within
the memory of the oldest inhabitant,
and was therefore the subject of mucl
talk and anxious conjecture It wa

in fact, the chief tom t
gathering at the sawmill one cold
night in January 6

Mathur
hearth, the group, whie

Sitting round

many of the hbors

another in 11 how

even in advancing vear

to tire out his S8 st 1
whether at the road-mending or at the
building of stone fences or at work
upon the adjoining farms. The sons
had drifted away one by one, leaving
the shadow of the Mountain forever
Some of them were dead, others had
gone too far to make it probable 1 !1\'
they should ever return So the old
man was let al tinuing as
‘()H,’, as he was able his strenuous la-
bors

‘Ah, pour ca,"” said Mathurin, put
suing the subject in his good
patured fashion, ‘‘it's a geant (giant)
and not a man!

And the sentiment met with general
approval. In fact, the worthy moun-
taineers began to believe that there
was sometiing more than natural
about their aged neighbor

In an impressive pause in the nar-
rative, the door was thrown open
with a violence that caused the more
timorous to start, though it was onl
M. Auclair from the post office, pufl-
ing and panting from his .-ﬂmts to

easy,

-

distance the barber, whom he fancied
was in close pursuit I'he latter had
been detained by a oel x'\-wi customer
The postmaster, having ascertained
that he was not pursued, began to
hem and haw eating himsell in a
prominent nlace at the fireside, as be
came the majesty of his fice and the
importance ol 1 news he bore

“My friends,”” he said, ‘““to an offi-
elal of the goverm t, 3 strange
things happen,—oh, j any strange
ghings!"’

He hurried a little over this last
sentence, and glanced apprehersively
at the doar, fancying that !} heard
the bhurrving tread of the barber on
the icy ground outside

““Many strange things! echoed

more than one of the
But M. Auclair, reassured as to

the barber, was in no hast

ceed He

of all eyes
s

Ysomething was put into my hands—
e paused a n, and d
What is it, 1 inqair

owner of the {

from his nst

1!'.‘\.\‘" 1 |

Very evening, he continued
~TS s of

th2 barber
blurtir it tl s, therefore
did so !

I hay
fer ior i Jot

Had he anr INce the 1 eipt
murderous pro tile, he a
ment could not ¢ been greater
Exclamati \ t
fram the group,
]_V rn;,.x-\-vi
taflly, enjoy
sucte a la creme, or slices
a beaurre, moistened x\:"! a peti
coup of homemade cordial
the hospitality of Mathurir
wife regaled their gues
“For twenty-five years " continued

Z
i

who were
masticatir
ing delicious m

| i calptte

7
o
-

the postmaster, ‘‘have I held my pre-
sent position, and never has any mail
arnvm .-r that add o
‘““‘Has Joe received letter yet?
asked Mathurin's mff eagerly, and
all present wailed f[or {he answer.
“No,” replied the official. ‘‘It came

late, da you see?”’

The truth was that M. Auclair had
folt disinclined to face the icy blast,
#%0 miss at the same time the cheer-
ful reunion at the sawmill and the
good things there provided, leaving

You cannot possibly have
a better Cocoa than

EPPS'S

A deligivas drink and a sustaining
food. Fragrart, nutritious and
economical. This excellent Cocoa

the garrulous barber to relate the as-
tounding news.

There was dead silence around the
hearth after that, s~ve for the leap-
ing and crackling of the maple logs

Ihen M. Prefontaipe cleared his throat
for speech He knew that he was
ing a popular sentiment; and that,

€ as the wealthiest and mos
ta esident ¢ 'hl‘ viiiany® 'n
5 { t W - Vihg

. wil Lhit N S
| Wt

Al I
| \
1
'Y 4 |
1

] 1

: Il
W | I t )

VYO

] g ’ V‘ | I oDl

agamn 1 e the 1
blast from 1t} M tamr which en
xl on this occasion to propel the bar
ber to the roor Ile had been di
appointi being unable to forestall
the postmaster, and had not even beer
sent when that potentate had an
nounced the tidings The greetings
he received were of the most perfune
tory sort; evervone resented the in
terruptiol He slid into a seat, with
a nod to his host and a confused
murmur in the direction of his host-

ess

‘Have you the letter here?” de-
manded M. Prefontaine, ignoring the
new arrival

“It is not the custom,” began the
postmaster, evasively, ‘‘to carry the
mail upon my person, and yet—"'

M. Prefontaine fixed him with a
terrible glance as though he would
iraw the admission from his reluctant

‘““And vet repeated the postmas-
ter I have dong 1 f‘.,']‘:, that 1
micht show vou the 1tside ol the
letter "

\s he irew the myvsterious docu
ment forth from his pocket there was
y Simultaneous movement amongst the

! ljusted  the

! ones stled thei

a alike eaned one

s shoulder In fact

M Auclair hin

e ¢ criousiy el

dangered The etter, 1tself, was

itten upon thin paper, as if it had

come from a distance, with a cor

respondingly  this envelope marked
with a mourning borde

“The news is of the worst," ob
served M. Prefontaine, as il his de
cision settled the matter

‘("e pa vieux, | sol
of the women, sympathetically

““Not perhaps of the worst said
the owner of the bees It may
mean money."’

M Prefontaine took the letter from
the postmaster’s still hesitating hand

He turned it up and he turned it
down; he held it against the light
and read the address and the post
mark and the date upon which it

had been posted, as if all these things

might convey a knowledge of its con-

tents. Thos he laid it down wupon
a table, whence M. Auclair, with pro-
fessional caution, at once removed it.
“Joe must receive it to-night,” M.
Prefontaine i, unwilling to
wait till the n ing .or possible in
formation as to 1ts contents
“Ves, yes!” erhoed several
W he aill ver it

repeate

an

Volces
ingquired the

urned upon the bar-
as young, comparatively
' ng, he was trustworthy; he was
couln e relied
1 to remember | bring back
ry item of new hat ht come

; i le, | ver, pal-
t ed under t wnor that

-

above all he

L s 1 1 nurmured

settied

not I who w da so”’
;IUW\'N] he barber

id his ow e tions of oo
tried t«
and
encourage
s attempt

Joe,

him to make the hazardou
'lY.‘l('I consideration

“You are the very man,” decided
M. Prefontaine once mor “I¢ is
vou who will go thither’

“There ' ohjected the bar-
ber, who come in from ane
blizzard, and had no mind to be car-
ried by another to the door of a man
who might—well, he might do many
things, anyv of which would probably
necessitate the unwewwne visitor's
immediate return to the pathless road
and the whirling snow, and most like-

I8 a drift,
had st

lv without a particie of the desired
information
“Pifi!”" cried the plutocrat, con-
temptuously snapping his fingers as a
further expression o1 ms sentiments
“The drift does not amount to that!’
“It blows hard,” persisted the bar-
ber
That will oniv take vou there all
he oner iested M. Prefontaine.
But 1T don’t want to be taken there
t all! ( the barber, breaking
it into one ehellior “T'm well
here, and the letter can wait
M. Prefontaine regarded him severe
v, but  aft 518 hardly pos
sible to a man to go on a dis
tasteful err 1, especially when he
| no officia ection with the
111 I'he pate thereupon re
led the unhappy M. Auclair that
ipon  hit it levolved 1t forward
ithout delayv an epistle that might
be of lile-and-death importance The
postmaster was as firmly resolved as
the barber had been that he should,
ler no circumstances whatever, un-
lerta S erilous a commission, but
not so frankly announce 'hﬂ'
letermination While he was ponder
on an excuse that might be ac-
cepted, there came a welcome inter-
ruption to his thoughts in a proposal

from half a dozen of the vounger men
1 thither in a bodv,...a sug-
which was cordially accepted,
fram his
to offer to accom-

1O proceed

gestion
the barber
former position as
any the party

. . .

rex t‘illl‘: so far

Meanwhile old Joe sat within his

darkened room, not asleep, as Ius'
neighbors had lupposed but grimly |
erect, near the large, double stove.
This was the one spot of comfart in
that wofully bare and cheerless apart-
ment For, whatever other want or
priviation the man might be sufiering,

he had wood in abundance The
Mountain, which had sbheltered him
many a winter and many a summer,
which he had limbed n his hardy

and adverturous bovhood, had done
1t much for him at and its
ragrant Hl&}’l(u odorous pine

cheerily burning spluttered

least;

‘i,\ll

crackled there as pleasantly as
| signs ol ¢ were gatherur
h ipon the nld man, despite his
sturdy resist ce thereto which was
{ by his attitude, sitting bolt-
t in the high-backed, wooder
His dimmed eves were pathe-
i taring into the semi-darknes
1} 1

at was relie

ved only by the leaping

it}

of e flames within the stove;
loe had neither candle nor lamp to
] nate the apartment The pipe,

had no tobacco.
held between
confused as to

which he
force of habit,
lis thoughts,

was,
his

the moment, were wandering back in-
to the past, and seeming to borrow a
certain vitality from those dayvs when

all his faculties had been active. He
saw old faces through the gloom ;
faint voices, long silent, filled the
that was broken at intervals
by the wind sweeping down the moun-
tain-side, or the whirling of the snow
against the dirt-begrimed panes of
the windows.

Gradually, as he listened, these fa-
miliar sounds filled him with unusual
sensations They seat through his
frame a strong shuddering, a chill
that seemed ta strike inward to his
verv heart. He had struggled brave-
ly and vigorously through youth and

"
stliiness,

maturity, but now the night of old
age was closing around him; and,with
a sudden, paralyvzing terror, he realiz-
ed that truth and another that had

ot hitherto struck him

l'out seul,”” he murmured, as his
bleared eyes peered round that dull
and poverty-stricken interior, and the
grim sounds of storm and strife upon
the Mountain terrified him. He
hock as with an ague; a cold sweat
broke out upon his foregead, as he
wmttered over and over again to him
elf that single exclamation: *‘‘All
alone!’

\s the party from the sawmill ap-

wched, jesting and laughing
amongst themselves, urging oné an-
other onward, and tLhrowing the lag-

the Tﬂa'i-
the more,

gards into the deep snow by
side, Joe ?1:'.0!«1‘ and feared

trembling and cowering in his chair
He fancied that these sounds were but
the phantom echoes that had inspired

| tod and vague alarms
Hi¢ t \ his dulled hearing
strained, when the footialls upon the*
snow paused outside his door and be-
gan to mount the steps Then there
was a knocking, repeated over and
over, while many voices cried out his
name: ‘“‘Joe' Joe!"

drawing nearer, and
withdrawing again Long ago voices
used to call him, but now no one ever
called An. vet that was really a
human voice he heard, and those must

He hearkened,

LAUNDRY MACHINERY

Plans \p\ :
[_aundries.

1k 1\1\)'

inclu

strictly modern

[stimates

1S and

ling Steam and Electric Power
given upon application.

machinery

LIMITED.

TORONTO, Ont.

for; Equipment of
with

THE TORONTO LAUNDRY MACHINERY GO.

The Federal Life

Assurance Co.
Of Canada

= THE TWENTY - SIXTH ANNUAL STATEMENT.

DlRECTORS’ REPORT.

oy . ! s \ \ th share iders of the Federal
r iy .\';“!“" - “ . \, ' .‘ a . - cld &t the Company's Home Uifice

Ha - Tue '“ 15 Fa A at 2 p.m., Mr. David Dexter in
the chair Mr. W. H. Davis a ary.

[he nnual Report, as follow vas 1ead and adopted, on motion of
Mr Dexter, seconded by Lieut.-( K erns s

Your Directors ~..‘.n the honor to present the Report md Financind
Slatement of the Company for the year which closed on the 3lst Decem-
ber, 1907, duly \‘.Aud' r by the cuditors

Tl ew isiness of the year conasisted of two thousand tour7hun-
dvr‘l and fifty-four appiications for insarance, eaggreguting $3,534,100.5 of

ch two thousand three hundred anl twenty-two applications for $3,302.-
‘w §7 were accepted

A~ in previous years, the

ecrease, and the assets of the Company bave been inc

have now reached $3,000,472.74, €xc

The secunity for Policy-hciders,
&t the close of the year to S.“. STO4T2 74,
outstanding claims, $2,786,355.74,
#ve of uncalled guarantee unpual.
$16.00.

Policies on ninety-five lives became
of $168,145. 82,

“n’

miums, with
$287,268.17.
Careful attention has been given 'a
funds
pulicles amply secured by reserves.
catisfactory rate of interest,

annuities, the total

FExpenses have been confined tn a reasonable imit,

effort for new The results «
Progress.
Directors for your approval show an
per cent. In assets

The

business

assurances carried by the
arnd, in addition

Owing to the

thereto. a considerable

lacluding (.ursv.tw

in first-class bdbonds, mortge pecurities,
ot Our Investments have ylelded a very

Compared with the preced!ng year,

Company
upon which the Company holds reserves to the full

severe financial depreseion

ircome of the Lompu y shows a gmlltytng in-

reased by $289,770.13,

isive of x..ma..u—e capital.
capital, amounted
and the llabilities for reserves and all

showing & surplus of $1,083,516.00. Fxchu-
the

surplus to Policy-holders was $318,-

claims through death to the amount

Including Cash Dividends and Dividends applied to the reduction of !"'
pay ment o

Pelicy-holders amounte

investment of the Company’s

the ;
and loans on the Company’s

consistent with dde
¢ the year indicate a most gratifying
the figures submitted by the
advance of nearly ten and two-thirds
amount to $15,965,117.98,
amount required by law,

now

surplus
which has prevailed throughou

this continent since about the middle of last year, the market prices
Bonds, Debentures and other negotiahle securities of a like nature, iss
prior thereto, were considerably lower at the end of the year than they were
at the end of the preceding vear, and 8o appear In the return riade t‘o tg
Government. These securities were purchased by our Company t ) yleld t
best rates of interest htainable at the time, and are intrinsically of the

are practically in the same position

same value as when acquired, and we
as If the money had bheen Invested in Mortgages at ywer rate than the
prevalling current rates
The Directors firmly believe that the present depre the values of
these securities I8 temporary only. but In the meantime they have ught It
advisable and prudent to set apart an amount sufficient t éer the =same.
The ield oﬂr;'-.p‘,.( and agents of the Company Aare telligent and 1"?!‘.
and are entitled to much credit for thelr able representation of the Com-
pany's interests. The v bere of the office staff have «0 proved faithful
o e Comnany's sery
' t;w:l?‘ Dirastors are pleased to bhe able to state th usiness of the
Company for the past two months of the current ar has n of a most
satisfactory character, and that the outlook for the future Is most encour-

aging.

DAVID DEXTER,
President and Managing Director,

AUDITORS’' REPORT.

To the President and Directors of the

Gentlemen: We have carefully au
Company for the year ending 3ist De
ACCuUracy.

Pederal T.ife Assurance Company’
1ited the books and records of your

cember last, and have certified to thelr

The Cash and Journal Vouchers have been closely examined and agree

with the entries recorded.

The Debentures, Bonds, ete, in the
inspecte®, whilst those deposited with
verified by certificate,
Statement of Assets,

The accompanying statements, vis..

and Liabllities, shew the result of the
cial position of the Comp.ay.

the total agreeing with the amount as

possession of the Company have been
the Government or Banks have been
shown in the

Revenue and Expenditure Assets
year’s operationg and also the finan-

Respectfully submitted

. STEPHENS,

Hamilton, 1st February, 1908, CHARLES STIFF,
Auditors.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT FCR 1907.
RECLIPTS, )
Pre? im and Annuity Tncome N $625.939 29
Interest, Rents and P:oilt on Sales Real Estate 141,438 34
—3$ 767,877 ¢
DISBURSEMENTS.
] Policy-holders : $287.268 17
All er payments ......:coccve00000 ’ o 22 10 ;"
| 1 TRy —— 761,377 8
ASSETS, DECEMBER 31, 1907,
Del turee and Bonds $580 :"—f if
Mor~ :_‘3.}!_' 4:,
Loans on Pollclez, Bonds, Stocks, €lc, ... .00 2,1 )2
All ABBDUED ..oc6s snenssssnsetsed Gasnd 653, 3
. — 3,000,473 T4
4 LIABILITIES R
Reserve Fund ......... 2,708,
r':uh‘ Losses Awlinn( Pm*fu ’'e 34,988 00
Contingent Fund to cover umporlry dopr.cl.‘\- N
tion in Debentures and Bon detifa oo gi:(.. .:
ther Liabilitles ............ 38,197 0
9\1m\ us on Poliecy- -holders’ Accoum Swed  Seesd 213,916 00

Assets .8 .
Guarantee Capital ... ... «oev oo

Total Security T T .
Policies were l-ued nuur{n‘

Total Insurance in Force

3,000,472 Y4

$3,000,472 T4
870,000 00
.8 3.870472 7
8302 48 5
18,965,117 9

After the adoptien of the Report the retiring Directors were re-elested

for the ensuing year
At a subeequent mmin‘—‘f the
Executive Committee wers re

Direcfors the retiring officers and the

be men who were crowding upon his

doorstep. He had never been afraid
of men, even the strongest or the
most lawless; he was not afraid of
them now. The thought that the in
truders might be ordinary human be-
ings coming to break upon that aw-
ful loneliness filled him with a trem-
u‘.o;s, eager Jov. He tried to assure
himself that these voices were really
human, while he who for so many
vears shunned his kind now withdrew
the bolts with feeble hands that
trembled in their eagerness, as tears

—the slow tears of age—forced them-
selves from his eyes

The barber, who had been well in
«dvance of the party on the way thi-
ther, now hung in the backg round, pre-
part'd to elude any missile that might
he hurled, or any overt act, on the
part of the strong man within de
that might result in his own undoing
He was as anxious as any one to dis-
cover what might follow upon the de-
livery of the letter. He was curious
to the last degree about its contents,
and unwilling to lose a syllable of
whatever might be said,—that is, if
even the most adventurous of the par-
ty were enabled to have speech of Joe
Still there were other things to be
considered by the prudent harbm, who
had a very nice appreciation of the
value of a whole skin, and who fully |
expected to see the foremost member |
of the expedition returning to the foot |
of the steps in a more or less sum- |
manner. |

!
No one was 8o surprised as he

1S,

mary

when,

follovring wupon the opening of the |
door, a trambling whisper came out |
into the darkness: ‘“‘Come in, my

friends;
in!”
The barber, suspecting an ambush,
was the last to enter. He was met
by a most astomishing sight The
bravest of the band had penetrated in-
to the centre of the room, and lit a
candle with which the adventurers had
provided themselves. It seemed hardly
credible, bvt there was the Titan of
’tho Mountain weepiug and clinging to
tho arm of the nearest of his visitors,
| a8 he murmured:
“H"l.l lonely! It is triste to bhe
He peered into the laces of the
young men, a5 they stood silently

far the love of heaven, come

around him, awed by the spectacle of

S

his wea s and helplessness He
called them 1 ame, mistaking them
as often a t their fathers whom
he had known as little boys It was
ome ¢ before they could make
1 lersta ey had brought

‘A Lier he h.xf'i. hhﬂking
his hea Oh, Impossible !
There no lett r me!”’

At last t} rsuaded him to list-
en to the message tl ..' the barber was
eputed 1o read out Joe was forced
into a chair, while the reader, now
fully reassured, settled himself upon
the table, with an air of importance
that could not have been surpassed by
M  Awclair himself Joe listened
vaguely, scarcely understanding that
those thin sheets of paper which the

barber fingered so rarvla‘ssly contain-
ed the assurance that he need never
be miserably poor nor alone any more.

The writing stood out distinctly in
a fair round hand, for the writer had
been taught caligraphy in the con-

vent down in the river village. It
transpired that one, at least, of Joe's
sons had prospered in that far-off
land whither he had gene. somewhere
Westward, in the United States. But
he was now dead, and it was his

voice, as it were, that, from beyond
the bourne, was breaving the silence
of vears He had rranged that his
widow she m! return to her native
place; fon t had been a child

(C nntnmcd on page 7.)




