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sisted of three couples; but afterwards the number
greatly increased.  Julius Casar presented 300 pairs
of gladiators ; and the Emperor Trajan, 10,000 of
thein, for the entertainment of the people. Sometimes
these horrid exhibitions, when the practice has at-
tained 1ts height, deprived Europe of 20,000 lives in
onc month.

2. This is further illustrated by the treatment of
slaves, which composed so large a portion of the
opulation of ancient states. They H(mrw and ac-
Lnu\\]«wlgt-nl the evil of murder, and had laws for its
unishment ; but to this despised class of human
Inm'w they did not extend the rule ; nor was killing
them accounted murder, any more than the killing nf
a beast. The master had absolute power of life, or
death, or torture; and their lives were th(r(fuu,
gacrificed in the most wanton manner. The youth of
Sparta made 1! their p.stime frequently to lie in
ambush by night or the slaves, and sally out with
daggers upon every Helot who came near them, and
murder him in cold blood. It was the custom of
Vedius Pollio, a Roman, when his slaves had com-
mitted a fault, sometimes a very trifling one, to
order them to be thrown into his fish-ponds, to feed
his lampreys. 1t wasthe constant custom, as we learn
from Tacitus, when a master was murdered in his
own house, to put all the slaves to death indis-
criminately.

3. In many heathen nations it was allowed to
strangle, or drown, or expose INFANTS, especially if
sickly or deformed; and that which in Christian
states 1s considered as the most atrocious of crimes,
was, by the most celebrated of ancient Pagan nations,
esteemed a wise and political expedient to rid the
state of useless or troublesome members, and was
even cnjoined by some of their most cclebrated sages
and legislators. The same practice continues to this
day in a most affecting cxtent, not only among




