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the cUflC with the Merchant ; the higher the article the less be has ic

in hia power to contend with his rivals at other maiketii. His rul^

is this,—The price of Fi^h must absolutely be no higher than tt'ai

taken by the French aa-lthe AmcriLans.

The mode of Fishing for Cod from the United States is peculiar

to ^h' tnre'.ves,—i. cither the Dutchi the rie;t»inR9, the French, noif'

the inhabitants of Jersey and Guernsey, though the latter are the old

•

est fishermen on these coasts, are practiced in it. In New England

the crew consists in general of twelve persons in a Vessel of from 7a
to 80 tons. 1st, The Skipper or Master, who is also the Spfitler i

—id, The SaUer fsJ, TheffeiJer ;~4/A, The Throaltr. The ret*

of the crew are common hands, and arc UMially admitted by the infla«

ence of the Skipper, who takes from eachfOne fi^h in a certain number \

-~all the officers of the crew give him usually one in sixty-four.»

They all fish together or in tutb, and every man and boy has his binac

and puts in at fast as he catches. When the Skipper sees fit'^ hd
calls out " Strike'' and every one quitF fishing,»the fish in each

person's binn are counted ; and, as they come io the nnmber agreed

on whh the Skipper.one i' pu: into ^iV binn.-—The Skipper'sbinn it

t'^ountcd ls(st ofall ; each per.son has credit in the Skipper's TallV
for what he catches, not countitt^ the allowance to the Skipper,.wha

has credit for all Fish found in his own binn. The Officers then go
to work to SpTtt, to Head, to Throat, and to Salt ; the rest of the erevr

to prepare the next meal, and to do other necessary work. The ardor

of the crews, under a good Skipper, is often such, that they only take

time to eat and <!leep, and so>ne ot othei of them are always at work
except on the Sabbath. 1 Ac whole are bound by fixed rules custom-

ary in the port from whence they sail, on principles of the strictesc

economy and sobriety. The act of drying the Fi-.h on ehore is per*

formed alaoon Shares, agreed on bttween those who catch and those

«*ho dry. As soon as tlic* veisel is loaded on the Banks with graea

Fiah—.the crew hoist a flag at the mast-head, at a tignal to other vea*

•ell in company, who send their boats on board with letters or ms^aa*

ges to their respective families, then seldom wait more than an hour,

up anchor and proceed into hatbour, the flag flying. The Fish are

then counted out to the owner of the vessel, who givct a receipt for

the share belonging to the crew, retaining his onn proportion for the

vessel, and outfits as previously agrreed on. More Salt, Provision*,

&c. Sec. are immediately put on board, and the vcsael salts again for

the Banki, perhaps the ftcxt morning.

The owner 00 shore (.vho probably ^ails t: dcren such vessels in one

8eaaon)then begins to dry the fi$h,the people und^r ^im b;inga1so em«
ployedon shares. At the end ofthe season about the 3cth of November,

the moat convenient und enitahle vessels are tittc' out for the We*t«'

ladiesi witk the inferior fish} making part of an assorted cargo ; and


