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the Hl^ehenaioii of the inner faoulty, »nd where menUl organs, ftlive to

th« h«iboDie« of the unseen woi:ld, accomptny entirt inienslbiUtjr to

every external sound. As respeete the subjoot befin-e us, the ear ooeu-

ftiee a nDpst important part in connection with the school, ond in the

nteroourse of the scholars with each other as well as between them and

their teacher. To mention merely a few particubrs : A Teacher innst

hima«lf labor under no material defe<jt in respect of hearinj^ if he

expects to be successful to the fullest extent. Some might imagine that,

in one way, a Teacher's infirmity, in this respect, might rather be «i

assistauco to some scholars than otherwise, so very prevalent isthe habit

in schools of speaking or reading so as to bo almost inaudible, that the

v^ry peoulia;-ity of the oiroumstance would compel the scholars to exert

their voices more than they commonly do. I |im disposed, however, to

judge dififerenUy, and to conclude that it would not be productive of the

^red result, at least not more than to a very limited extent; that the

/same drawba^ik would exist as may be found where a reading class is

placed at the extreme end of the school-room—some scholars speaking

better out, but others speaking still more inaudibly, frpm the increased

dbtanoe, and, consequently, having inaccuracies in pronunciation, or

otherwise, only more and more eonfirmed. It is a point of primaiy

ooDsideration in all good reading that it should be audible. There are,

of coarse, many other requisites, but this is the only one we'have to do:

with at present. The more attention idl the scholars in a reading olass

oaa be got to give, the better, and the lets embarftassment pat in the

way of those who are naturally timid or diffident of their owh power*.

For this reason, it seems a good method, one that is not practically -^

unknown, to make no corrections whatever, nor permit any, while a.

pupil 10 reading aloud > but w|ien that is ovar, to throw the reading,

wiith all its defects or inaoouracies, into the hands of the whole class for

^eritioism. By this plan the scholars are taught to^r with careful

discrimination, while any over^is:ht or error (rf' theirs is open to corree-

tibn by the Teacher himself, and the scholars' are not pat about by

oorreotions during their own recitations, which is liable to lead them

into many mistake they would otherwise avoid. It may be added, that

with respect to hearing, scholars ^require to be . cautioned against suffiBr•^

ing themselves to be led mtrtif^ the mistakes of "others—letting the

ear take in the last heard sound, without fhe judgment being at work

9lo observe and correct the error that has been committed.
*" A correct ear as welt as a eorifect eye is of no small benefit to any

one, and Teachers do well to habituate their pupik to accuracy in all

flitaiultaneous movements.

. When singing can be carried on in any school, as a relief from seve^rer

^ttdy, an i^greeable r^reation and a healthy exercise, a few moments

demoted to it now and then during the day are, most assuredly, well^
' bestowed. Sweet sounds, no less than beautiful sights, exert a powerful.

'influence on most natures; and where the soitiments uttered have 'the

tendency of elevating, and nothing is permitted that is silly or wrong,"

t^jkere can sdareely be two opinions as to the 'exercise bein^ profitable,

Ofie da^r thai has to be guarded -against in oonneotion vnth the ear,

*
is hajiiitiia]; inattention, amounting to uneonstuousness, of what should be

.heard, such inattmtion bdng the ' rerolt of eentinned Jieedlessnew. It

is «NB«rk|Uy eai^ to get into ;ihe habit of not hearing. It mstMs
KtUA wlwtiber it 10^ sehool^ beU, or » ootamaad or ieqne8t,'0r ijrtimir>
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