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\Vh;it 1 h;i\i' wiitli'ii I have wiiiU'ii. ami
vcviewiiii; it in tlic culil blat'k ivyo iif llic

papers thai have boi'ii tabl"'il 1 sec im leii-

son to learct oni' wonl ol' wiiat has been

leconk'ii. In ilealiii;; witli this (iinvsiioii

thf ( 'oVL'iinnt'iit ilid wliat Ihov belicvcil

was iii;ht. and vtMilnioil to point out !<•-

spoitfnlly but tiniilv what the (omitiy dt-

sirod. \V» did iii>t <loal< or disseiiiblc

what wo asMiiiic'd, it was lot- the iiiloicst ot

this pi'oplf should be inailc piain. Wv set,

I'ortli tmr \ii'ws fiankly and lively, liuliii;;

thai many of tin' dit^ifiilties wiih which
this Colony has had t'> contend in the past

inijrhl be liaccd to a want of fiankncss.

In ilii! loiiospoiidciic- that has been

exchanged I have had Ih. hiarty co-opei-

ation and loyal sympathy and siippoil of

luy executive colleai;nos. \\\' have done
everything; ]iossibIe lo nphold the dignity

and the honour and tlu^ liiihts of those

who sent, its to this House to represent

them. W'l.' could noi do more. I want it

to he distinctly understood that the dit^-

cnlly thai has ari.siMi has not been by leas-

oii of any attempt on the part of this (iov-

erninent to deny to Americans their full

rights under treaty, fo;' such an alleni|p|

has not been made. It has aii- !! oiil ol

the determination of this (iovernment to

enforce those laws within the jml.sdi'-tion

of the ("oloiiy th.il have leceived the ap-

proval of the Crown, and also ilimniih His

Majesty's (iovernment allowing the .\in-

ericans privileges not pos>, s<ed under
Treaty.

.\in I to be Inid that under tlie'l'ri aiy of

IHIH .\;ni'ricans are exempt from our

local laws :' If s,). I del:;- o. I ,|,ny ii

upon the aiilhorily of those i;real .\meri

can statesmen >vho lifly years ago gave i:

as an instruction to Americans exiicisiiig

treaty rights on our coast •that tln' laws
of this (,'o!oiiy are as obligatory iii)on the

citizens of the I'liiled Stales as upon nui-

.iwn people."

1 deny ii upon the auihoiiiy nf the laie

Sir .lohn 'riiompsoii, si,ih-.maii .in 1 law \er,

one of the ablest men thai llii' i )oMilnlon of

' anada has produced, wlei •hclared that,
•• the effiu-ls m.ide (Ui the pari of the (lov-

eriiinent of the I'niied States to deny and
refute ih.' validity •' Colonial Siatiues on
the subject of the lislieries liavi" been con-

tinued for many years, bin in every in-

stance lave been .sei at iiou:;ht by the Iin-

oerial aiitlioriiies and by llie iudiclal

iribiiii.ils. "

I deny it upon tin' aullioiiiy of the liw
oHicers of the ( lown, Mes-is. \V. .\;lierlon

an.i Ii'oundel! ''I'mer. wle*. •• :':' ''-' -'f

ilanuarv. |Hil;>. declared as folbiws :
—

•• That in our opinion inhabitants of the

Inited States, lishiiig within waler.s in the

territorial jurisdietion of the Legislature

of Newfoundland, are bound to obey and
are legally punishable for disregarding the

laws and regiiiations of the tisherie.s enact-

ed by or under the authority uf the pro-

vincial I.egislalnrc. The plain object of

the ireaiie.s above referred to was to pui

the inhabitants of the I'liited States as re-

gards the » liberty to ;ake tiah' within the

parts described of the liritish Doiniiiioiisoii

the same footing iis • subjects of His

Itritanic .Majesty,' • hi comiiion with

whom,' under the terms of the Treaty,
such liberty was to be enjoyed. The eti-

actments subseiiuently pa.ssed would not

conlinn the treaties and provide for the

suspension during the operation of those

treaties of such laws, etc., as were te.

woiilil be incoiisisleiit with the terms and
spirit of the treaty, which • terin.s and
spirit" are. it appears to ns, in no resptct

violated by the regulations bona lide made
by the (ioveriiiiienl for the conduct of the

lisheiy and applicabli; to Uritish subjects

so employed."
I would also point out that by the Con-

ventions of 1^*'.K) and l'.»02 it was i>rovided

that .Americans shonlil only be subject to

our eustoms anil revenu;.' laws and to such
iei:iilations as ;;overiied our local lisln-r-

ineii. Tlieiefoie by necessary iinpliealion

these treaties concede the light of this

Colony to subject rnili'd Slates lishiiig-

vi'ssels to our municipal law,

If for Reasans That do Not Ap-
pear to Us

it was ii-civs.^ary to give way to the de-

inamls ot the .\inericaii Governinenl. then
.MInisieis of the Crown in this Co' ly

should have been fully and frankly ap-

prised of this fad and have been invited

lo rcpe.U whal they did last year at the

iiisiaiiit' of His .Majesty's (iovernnieiil,

\i/. :
lo icfiainfrom enforcing the law.

If \\r hail di'i'lliied lo do this then it

w.nild liaM- been within tin inpeteney of

the linpeiial railiamenl. which is supreme
lliro!i'.;liout ihe liealin. on being satislied

of its iiivessitv. hi liavesiispenileil llie law.

but the iour.se adopted by His Majesty's

MiiiisO'is was most humiliating ami unj'is!

to the people of this Colony, as well as a

Im'Uaee lo exeiy Colony po.s.se.ssing l{e-

spoii>il)li' (iovernment. What we desire

—

what we expect -is a strict inlerprelalion

of ihe I'realy of IKIH. No allusion is

iii;;ile in thai treaty lo the laws of nations

as furnishing canons for its interpielalioii,

;;),.) jf has ihevefori' to be iiifer;i-d tint! it-;

meaning Is to be gal h, 'ted aliMie from its


