
UNITED STATES TRUSTEESHIP AGREEMENT C271769
FOR THE FORMER JAPANESE MANDATED ISLANDS 

AS APPROVED BY THE SECTE IT Y COUNCIL 

ON APRIL 2, 1947.

PREAMBLE

WHEREAS Article 75 of the Charter of the United Nations provides 
for the establishment of an international trusteeship system for the 
adminietratlmi aM supervision of such territories as may be placed 
thereunder by subsequent agreements; and

WHEREAS under Article 77 of the said Charter of the trusteeship 
system may be applied to territories now held under mandate; and

WHEREAS on December 17, 1920 the Council of the League of Nations 
confirmed a mandate for the former German islands north of the equator 
to Japan, to be administered in accordance with Article 22 of the 
Covenant of the League of Nations ; and

WHEREAS Japan, as a result of the Second World War, has qeased 
to exercise any authority in these islands;

NOW, THEREFORE, the Security Council of the United Nations, having 
satisfied itself that the relevant articles of the Charter have been 
complied with, hereby resolves to approve the following terms of 
trusteeship for the Pacific Islands formerly under mandate to Japan.

ARTICLE 1

The Territory of the Pacific Islands, consisting of the islands 
formerly held by Japan under mandate in accordance with Article 22 of 
the Covehant of the League of Nations, is hereby designated as a 
strategic area and placed under the trusteeship system established in 
the Charter of the United Nations. The Territory of the Pacific 
Islands is hereinafter referred to as the trust territory.

ARTICLE 2

The United States of America is designated as the administering 
authority of the trust territory.

ARTICLE 3

The administering authority shall have full powers of administra­
tion, legislation, and jurisdiction over the territory subject to the 
provisions to this agreement, and may apply to the trust territory, 
subject to any modifications which the administering authority may 
consider desirable, such of the laws of the United States as it may 
deem appropriate to local conditions and requirements.

ARTICLE 4

The administering authority, in discharging the obligations of 
trusteeship in the trust territory, shall act in accordance with the 
Charter of the United Nations, and the provisions of this agreement, 
and shall, as specified in Article 83 (2) of the Charter, apply the 
objectives of the International trusteeship system, as set *forth in 
Article 76 of the Charter, to the people of the trust territory.

/ARTICLE 5
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