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Re Politieal Criticism

The fact that the right individuals and the
right policies are inseparable in meeting the require~
ments of good government accounts for two kinds of
eritieism in political discussion: the personal and
the impersonal, the former related to individuals and
the latter fo policies. Usually, though not always,
the extent to which the one is employed relative to
the other is an indication, in inverse ratiof, of the
relative merits of the two, An individual or a party
that resorts to personalities, that aims at detraction,
that seeks to undermine and to destroy reputations and
character is usually conscious of the supspior qualities
of its opponents or has very little faith in the relative
merits of its own principles and policies to meet e
given situation. Personalities serve to divert attemtion
from policies and their significance. MNorewer, the far
reaching consequences of policies is oftem difficult to
explain, and not too easily grasped by a large part of
the electorate.
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