Soviet scholar from

Moscow to Halifax

by Alex Burton

1988 marks the first year of an
academic exchange between Dal-
housie University and the Insti-
tute of American and Canadian
studies located in the Soviet
Union.

Alexei Izyumov, an economics
professor, is a visiting fellow at
the Dalhousie's Political Science
department this year. He is the
first of what he hopes will be a
series  of academic exchanges
between his institute and Dal-
housie. “I know the next person
will be a woman who specializes
in labour relations (in North
America)” says Izyumov. He adds
that with the recent activities on
campus (ie. the strike) it’s a shame
she could not have come earlier.

Izyumov, an expert in global
economics, believes 1t's “useful 1o
be here to gain first hand knowl-
edge, communicate with Cana-
dian and American colleagues, as
well as to visit the U.S.A!! Izyu-
mov says that so far the academic
exchange i1s unilareral bur “it’s a
good opportunity for Soviet scho-
lars to be at Dalhousie.” On rop
of his regular duries as a research
fellow Izyumov has taken it upon
himself to conduct a series of lec-
tures around campus in an effort
to explain some of the new ideas
and changes occurring in the
Soviet Union. “Since my interest
is great of student’s and faculry's
atritude towards my country”, he
reasons, ‘I do these lectures that
I'm not obligated ro do.”

Izyumov says “‘one couldn't
imagine a better time for a politi-
cal scientist 1o come to Canada,
because of all the elections.” [zyu-
mov likes some aspects of our sys-
tem particularly the open debates
between the federal leaders. “The
debates were useful because voters
got 1o see their polirical leaders in
open debate over ideas.” Izyumov
adds “‘we are going through our
own political and economic
reforms and I'm sure some lessons
will be learned from Canada.”

Change 1s occurring in the
Soviet Union ar such at rapid
pace that sometimes lzyumov
feels he is missing out by being in

Canada. “Sometimes I feel like a
revolutionary in exile, rhe speed
of developments is so incredible”
says Izyumov. He says he “misses
the Moscow political scene”, but
his wife does try to keep him up-
to-date. She is a reporter for the
Moscow News, a paper lzyumov
calls “the Soviet Union's best.”
He adds "1t is available in the Kil-
lam Library, in English, for those
who are nterested in develop-
ments in the Soviet Union.”
Izyumov says the political
reforms in his country have
changed things a great deal
including interaction berween
academics in his country and
abroad. “Contacts with the out-
side world are made easier — for
all parrs of the Soviet population,
not just for scholars. The number
of Soviet people going abroad
increased two fold this year over
last year.'" Izyumov also mentions
a new agreemen! between the
Soviet and Canadian govern-
ments to facilirate exchanges
between the two countries.
Commenting on the differen-
ces between Canadian and Soviet
post-secondary educaton, Izyu-
mov says he was surprised by the
lack of formality on campus and
in the class room. “Students are
much less formal and the attirude
of the professor 1o the student 1s
much more close. This is posi-
tive. It allows professors ro go
deeper into students minds, to
have feedback, and interactive
training.”” He also says that there
1s a greater emphasis placed on
individual expression. “No one
will criticise you for this (individ-
ualism), until recently this was
not the case in my country.”
Another difference Izyumov
thinks is important is the system
of payment for education. He says
that in the Soviet Union, where
university is free, students don't
work as hard as they do in Can-
ada. “"University is free so there is
not as strong a incentive to push
for a betrer education by the stu-
dents.”” When Alexei Izyumov
was in school 1t was mandatory
for students to attend all classes.
He fought against that system

and was almost expelled for it.
However, as ideas are changing
in the U.S.5.R. so are the univer-
sities. Although funding for uni-
versities in the Soviet Union has
been dropping steadily over the
past fifteen years or so, in much
the same way 1t has been 1n Can-
ada, Izyumov says that “in the
context of Perestroika there will
be an increase and funding will
be restored to it's (previous)
levels.”

When asked abour the huge
number of students that study
English in the U.S.S.R. in com-
parison to the few who study Rus-
sian in North America Izyumov
answered thar “realistically Eng-
lish 1s the internanonal lan-
guage. Russian 1s one of the
major international languages,
but it is harder to learn. However,
if Perestroika succeeds there will
be a greater need to know Russian
for joint ventures and other
acnvities.”

Izyumov is particularly grate-
ful to have the opportunity to
come to Dalhousie and he thinks
Halifax 1s a great place with a
“distinctive character”, however
he 1s a linle concerned about
someone who has a zealous desire
to make him feel at home, or per-
haps wants to coax him into
learning more about our political
system. It seems that Alexei Izyu-
mov, Soviel citizen, was given an
enumeration card for the federal
election. Izyumov says “only my
scientific objectivity prevented
me from getting involved in the
election by voting.”
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Care to spend part of your holidays at the lovely Oak Island
Inn in Chester, Nova Scotia? If you can type, and would like
to make some cash over the holidays, a stay in this luxurious
establishment could be yours! We're looking for someone to
transcribe the minutes of a Canadian University Press conference
to be held Dec. 27-Jan. 2. A great opportunity for anyone
with an interest in the media. Call Heather or Ellen at the
Gazette (424-2507) or leave a message on the answering

Schooner
Books

5379 Inglis St. B3H 1J5
423-8419

We Buy and Sell Books
Secondhand & Rare Books
for the Scholar, Collector
& Reader
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TRAVEL CUTS HALIFAX
STUDENT UNION BUILDING
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For mors information 424-2054
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The Newest & Hottest
Promotion of the Year

“Dirty Dancing on the Waterbed!”’

Every Thursday Night

Cash prizes Weekly and a
Waterbed given away Monthly

Super Jam This Sat. Dec. 3
“Maritime’s Most Dangerous Band”’
Wayne Nicholson
Brunch 11 to 5 pm Food Specials — Sat.

Bacon & Eggs $1.95 Steak & Eggs $2.95
5184 Sackville St. 420- 9543
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