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“Do You Swear to Tell the Truth..
It has been a longstanding resolve the problem? course of
tradiüon rnthe federal and One proposal has attempted at a One likes baseball, ore football

provincial law courts of this land neutral option. Offered by a and another hockey Thefourthtamer d=u=T^»^2S.T

^TZ^»0°ehP?mMï Ontoo, it is most likely origi- reach, coe^murU is «^«led
to tell the troth, the whole truth nated with numerous others that no sports be nlaved. fa this

thetmth,SO heIp surroundin6 his office. The best way thJtart nuiîtoSpeode
me God. Taking such an oath possible solution was deemed to would be offended. W
l'Ziirittt0beaU?tTter' be that of requesting all witnesses It is clear from the illustration.
Implicit was a notion that to simply give an “affirmation". however, whose point of view
although one could fool the That way a level playing field does in fact domfaL. Not four

people^ one cannot fool God. would be attained. No one would people’s interest is served, but
Such an oath appeared also to be placed in the awkward position only one. Such would be the

be some guarantee that witnesses of refusing to swear an oath on a same when insisting merely on an
would cooperate with authorities Bible for which they had no “affirmation"TnQnadian Lurts
Mthejushce process. God regard anyway. What may appear to be a good
a ®ld®djus^cebedone- At first glance this solution may and workable solution initially
Authorities and witnesses were to seem to be the best course of y‘
join forces to that effect Soin action. But is it? It certainly is
this co-operative venture God was not to the Christian, who still 
also invoked as part of the derives great meaning from the
process. Bible and to whom swearing an

But things are changing. We oath on it would be of great
have successfully achieved a significance. It would not be for 
secular society. Invoking God’s those of the Jewish community to
presence into the public forum is whom the Hebrew Bible is of
frequently considered impolite, great value. It would not even be Canada! Canada! Oh Canada» Convinced
even intolerant, certainly not a good course of action for have no past, fearful you have no future;

“L MusUms’who mi8fat Prefer to elected representatives too long elected and barely
apimxnate therefore, thatthe swear by the Qur’an. It might not representative; your democracy in tatters; where
practice of swearing on a Bible even be acceptable to members of have all your leaders gone? I mean, besides Florida?

A. other religio-cultural communi- Actually, Canada does have a past, and quite a bit
meamngful practice for some, it ties, who may prefer other means of it, too. The problem is, we’re too busy doing
hasbecome meaningless for of invoking the powers of the something else to listen to it In the following, we

an atheist to swear on a Christian who would it benefit? certificates from the moctT f . them' ^ow many Canadian MP.’s could obtain third class
Bible? , , certificates from the most lement of our educational examination boards?" Periiaps that explains John A.

J=K3r zxsssssT
S55 —■ zsssssxssL
willing to swear to teU the truth, Marshall, is likened to four-people not all of Htowe’s 2 aT or not”. Apparently,
so help (hem God? How do we

l<x^d8in® Jy Jureer’s feelings in 1968, if you weren’t Prime Minister, there wasn’t much to do:

,h^PrL y !?td,?iplmC °f ** ^ machinesi served for information by the mandarin class; dwarfed by 
I by bigness, generally in industry, labour, and communications; ignored in an age of sum-| mitry “d d16 leadership cult". Upon leaving Parliament four years later, Douglas Hogarth put it more

succinctly: “What the private 
Member gets as a law-maker 
is a fast ride on a square
wheeled chariot”.

The great Canadian civil 
libertarian Gordon 
Fairweather, former New 
Brunswick MP. for Ftindy- 
Royal, said in 1973: The 
truth is, I am engaged in a 
passionate love affair with 
people and places in the area I 
represent in Parliament".

But perhaps an English
man, Edmund Burke, put it 
best in his famous speech to 
the electors of Bristol in 1774: 
“Parliament is not a congress

Continued on page 12

religion in the schools, even in 
university. For decades now the 
approach has generally been to 
ignore it It is regarded as a 
private matter, and as such too 
sensitive a subject to teach in the 
classroom.

But who benefits from its 
elimination from the curriculum? 
Certainly not those for whom 
religion is an integral aspect of all 
of life, including classroom 
earning. It benefits only those 
who reject religion, or those who
might affirm that it is OK to be
religious but please keep it at 
home, or in a church building. 
Public education, they affirm, 
must strive to be value-free, or at 
least value-clarified.

But such an approach is not as 
tolerant as it appears. It assumes a 
certain relativism, and relativism 
is intolerant of any position faut 
disagrees with its basic premise.

It is noble and just to strive for 
individual freedom. But that 
freedom must be for all individu
als, even for those whose values, 
norms and beliefs we may not 
necessarily like.

If religious freedom is to mean 
anything in this country, it must 
have a meaning beyond the 
privacy of one’s own home. As 
such that freedom ought also to 
apply to our courts of law, our 
educational system, and beyond.

turns out to benefit only a few.
I dunk about this frequently 

when it comes to die teaching of

Oh Canada, what will your future be?s
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Important Yearbook Photography NoticeFAREWELL TO 
FLAT HAIR IT'S 
EASY WITH

freer 1992 Sealer:
YOU FINALLY MH ITIII Yea sLaald Le rosegaiied 1er ill tf yew 

effort. The *92 UNB YearM staff Las made special arraegemeets te Law 
ear NEW prefessieaal pLetegrspLsrs, YEARBOOK ASSOCIATES, ee 
campas for SENIOR PORTRAITS Lagiaaiag November I2tb.

Fermai périrait sittiegs will Le takca FREE OF CNAROE. A set ef calcar 
preefo will Le seat for pear approval for paarbeek scleatiec sad pea map arder 
perseeal permits if pea wisL. MAKE AN AFFOINTMENTIII PLEASE 
STOP BY THE SUB LOBBY AN» SION UP FOR A PAY AN» TIME 
WHICH IS MOST CONVENIENT FOR YOU

VaiVbom Volume Generators' for high- 
volume styling with the power to 
sculpt, control, and infuse body and 
incredible shine into your hair. Styl
ing excitement for today's active life. 
VaiVbom...Looking good feels good.
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DISCOUNTS

452-0110
604 Albert St.
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