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RODOLPHE FORGtT, THE CON-

STRUCTIVE GENTUS.WHlEN there is any big electrical
deal being carried out any-
where in the Province of Que-
bec, one almost naturaly looks

around to, find Mr. Rodolplie Forget,
feeling certain that lie must be in it in
isome way or other. And so when it
becarne evident tliat ail the electrical
power, tramway and liglit companies of
the aId' city of Quebec were ta be
brouglit together inta one -concern, one
took it for granted that the whale thing
must have been arranged *by Mr. Foýrget,
and, this lias turned out to lie just wliat
lias happened.

At a time when Canadians are de-
votilig quite a littie attention to enter-
prises outside of their own country, it
is decidedly refreshing to côme across
a mian like Rodolphe Forget, who is
sucli an enthusiastic aptimist and a ram-
pant bull on things Canadian. FromMr. Rodolphe IForget. every standpaint Mr. Forget sees tre-
mendous possibilities for Canadian in-dustrial enterprises and you liave not to be very long with hîm before lie com-municates a littie of his enthusiasmi to, you. At finst siglit, for instance, there

would flot seem to lie great possibilities to be obtained from, a merger in a citytlie size of tlie old ancient capital. But Mr. Forget teok an entirely differentview of tlie situation. The city of Quebec, as lie took it, would within thenext generation show very mucli greater progress than in any previous period,and lie was right 1there with tlie facts that seemed to justify lis taking sucha view. Big projects were to be carried out in and about tlie City, ail of,whidh would nean a great increase in tlie population and therefore greaterpossibilities for the public utilities concerns. Eirst of ail, there,.was the big
Quebec Bridge, whidli during the niext few years would give a very grea,'
aniOunt of employmnent and occasion a marked increase in tlie trafflc of tlieelCtrie tram comnpanies inclUded in tlie merger. Tlien again, there is to betlie establishment of extensive dry docks that will give to the city a new andvery large permanent industry. Back of the City of Quebec, other capitalistshave planned for the establishment of new pulp and paper milîs, whule thegeneral developmnent of the whole nortliern section of the province, as alreadyplanned by tlie Provincial GOvernment, will mean a steady increase in tliegrowtli of the old City. For somie time past, Mr. Rodolphe Forget, wlio was
one of the largest if nat the largest interest in the Quebec Railway & LiglitCo., had heen looking very closely into the situation, and he we'nt quietly
about securing the eontrolling interest ini aIl tlie concerns that he desired tO
have included in a merger, till finally lie liad talcen up and had given to themerger every concern that had a unit of power within liailing distance of thecity of Qulebec, with tlie result that tlie mierger when comipleted would be avery complete one. In order to do so, lie had to get as mnany as five different
companies, aIl of which are now ixacluded in the Quebec Railway, Liglit, leat
& Power Co., whidli wili be th~e holding Company of tlie various concerns.

Sudh a large consolidation naturally mneant a good deal of new capital,
and at first a great mnany people, in1c]ýidinlg prouxinent bankers and brokers,rather thouglit that Mr. Forget would have a pretty difficult timne in liandliný
the secuirities. As it turned out, the Qppotsite was exactly the case, Fromf the
outset, Mr'. Forget had planned ta rnake somne public issue of the securities,
either iu Canada or in Paris, hardly anitieipating that the underwriters wotild
insist on taking up the full amnount of the securities wliicli t'hey had subscribed
for. 0f the total amlount of $8,654,600 of bonds, which were issued to pay
for the various concerns and to provide working capital, it was the intention
to offer $4,200,000 for public offering, but gradually it was taken up hy the
underwriters in firmi subscriptions till finally Mr'. Forget had to announce that
there wotuld not bce any public off ering at ail as ail the securities had been dis-
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