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wHILE we are shovelîng coal and wonderiing where to get it, we are tolti

> that the price of tee is already going up. Who's asking for ice? Who 15

worrying about lee? The ice-man. He tells us that we shall pay more for ice

next summer. Why? Seat him on a block of ice anti ask hlm, "Kind sir, is It

scarcity of visible supply? Confound you! there is more !ee and snow in Canada

to-day than ever there was at this point of the calendar ia the memory of man."

So he wriggles and says, "Oh, no, nlot scarcîty. It's cost. It's lack of competition.

ArtIficial tee Is gaing out. Cost of production too great-coat anti chemicats.

See? Se we have to supply it aIl. That means hand-labor. You can't cut Ice

with a seif-bInder or a gasoline tractor. And labor is scarce. Sa you pay more

next summer or go without." 'Which at present does nlot coucernuUs. Sa ,far

as we know, "There ain't no sich animile" as summner In the worid,

L OOKING over is availabe, waai unter-wear, the othar day, a tbrifty citizen
was sudtienly struck by an amazing

example of camouflage fin a pair o! woolian
sub-trausers. He hati owned tbem for eight years,

anti for some years hati not worn them. On the left

lag he discovereti a large spot of black. Wbat was

it? Wlth aIl the washîngs, the spot was intielibie.

He sat down ta con over the mystery. Then he

suddeuiy remembareti. Wheu he was courting bis

wife he wvas at the tender mercy of lautiladies who

titi nat look after bis clothes. One bot 'summer

maths got Iu. Amoug the sundry botes tbey chewed

was one about the satm o! a five-ceut piece lu the left

teg of a pair aof tiark stripeti trousers. Thase ware

the trausers he o!ten wore wben going ta sea the

young lady. It woutd neyer da ta patch them. The

hale couti nlot be darneti. The trousers were toa

gond for the rag-man.
Then and there bis camouflage came luto'play.

He suparimposeti the woollen garments on the

trausers, anti marked the spot on the sub-garmeuts

whare the hale Iu the trouBers fett. What madie the

bole visible, he reflecteti, was that the sub-trousers

were lIgbt lu cator. Rad they beau black, the hote

woutd scarcely ba visible. Sa he tiecitiet ta binelten

the area af the sub-trousers imimediatety baneath tbe

hale lu the trousers. Ha did It with peu ani ink.

And that black spot which be fouati the otber day

In bis diseardeti garments was the Ink-spot with

whicb ha bati catnouflageti bis company sevea
years aga.

FO01R delicacy of satire aud charming compliment
couched inteform of arabuka w submit the

fottowing latter of Lee Bing, wha lves ln Halifax.

The letter was written on account. 0f a picture of

the Premier andi Genaratissima of China whiech was

pubtisheti lu this paper a few weeks age. Lee Bing,

of Halifax, saw the pîcture ami read the lines uutier-
nieath It Hie did net like tbe lines, because they

seemed ta make some fun of the Premier. Se ha says:

toronto Cannada Jauuary Il 1918
Mr edîtor Canadilan Currier

Toronto
Sir?

I arn Lee Sing aIlti i reati your ýpsper anti see how yaUl
affer xny people insult by ýmaklug fun our great generrle
Tuan Chi Jeu. HIe much respect premiere aur Great
country and shouiti at ieast net be matie game of by
auich a great paper as Coureir whlch go aven ta China.
1 sienti my brother sister anti much respect father mother
yoUr Courierre I thitxk sa much abaut your paper; 1 senti
every week one clW'y now I can flot senti ciopy this

week for I offonci ri, mnuch resýpect ftaiher niother,
Chinese peuple not do vou no harTfl mlichever iVhy you
do Chainese peaple much bharm. Tou pleasa tae out
pIcture premier Tuan <'hl Jeu anti me senti rnany otopys
of your paper te my people who -wll not beý offen ai»'
mnore. Me florglive yau you do that please.

LEE11 SENG.

Halifax, n.S.

The editor hs.steus ta say that no insuit -%vas in-

tended ta the Premier o! China. who is a very great
mani anti the parlamentary hast of a great people.

ID~ ESIDENTS of a lake-shore suburban line of cottages were recentlY mUch
~'1 mystieti by something afloat in the icy water. They watcheti It from the

bauk with flelti-glasses. Hour by hour It swung anti floated there between the

ice-wrapt pillars o! the'bathers' safety-first shore Une. It came up anti went

tiown; vanisbed anti reappeareti; neyer a sound. Was it weed, flsh, or floating

hair? Sureiy somethiug of the kinti. Some dead mariner ln the cold; som9O

derellet tired o! life-paar chap! Some woman, weary o! not being able to get

furs, or dismayed because she must wear her boot-legs shorter. Who coulti it

be? The world surely was full enough o! sudden death wlthout this Ice.cold

corpse to haunt the suburbs. And no one had courage enough to go out to feteil

Iu the bady-tll somebody swallowed bis fear and went; ta find that It was

uothIng but a corpse of ice that hati fastened an .to the rope.

I MOUFLAGE
FACTS and Fiortions ail woven together in

an illustrated medley that can be enjoy-
ed by every mem ber of the family. Seventy-
five per cent. of these littie legenc s have
neyer been printed before. And seventy-five
per cent. ot our readers may neyer have read
any ot them.

Flippancy shoulti not ba toterate in utiallug witb s0
great e, subject. Anti the tettar o! Lee Slng, la se

charmingly sincere, wa think the Premier o! China

must ba a very happy man, if ha bas sa mauY Millions
o! people 80 pohîte 'anti knti as the wrltar. New, wa

ara assurati that the Canadian Courier circulates in

China, wa shait take pains ta cultivate a botter

acquaintance with the Cbiaese people.

N OTE the human ice-boat. Skata-saiting or sait-
.skating, or whataver it may ha caileti, this

maethoti o! gettiag ta a fira seemas ta ba higbly popular
ou the Shrewbury River lu New Jersey. Some novice

cornes aiong anti thinks ha bas ta by keepiuig tinia

with the baud andi the sail at the samne time.
Which is wbere ha gets into trouble. At 40

miles an hour-less or more-aven the fastest
"Irag" wouid be a funeral march. Se the wisg

skate-sailor uses bis skates as a rutider-nothifli
more:

(1 AMERA-MAN who took below picture of taniS

Ssquirrel was for a while the most startled mai»

in seven counties. He was !eetiing Mr. Squirrei nutti

!rom bis packet anti ln bis gratitude the animal raLu

ail aver him. Gratitude deepeneti ta curiosity whefl

the squirrel poppeti luto the pocket wbere the nUtS>

came fromt. A cbum o! the squirrel's came along andi

baing encouraged by the smiles of the camera-rnan,

aise got Inta the avercoat pocket. Presto! The

squirrels -fought like a pair o! cats right in the
pocket, anti the camtera man tiare nat put ln bis bS.ld
for fear af tosing a finger; so ha hastily pulat ail
the coat anti turneti it upside tiown tilt the squirrelB

fell out.

D URING King George's recent visit to the north
ofEngiauti ha very nearly became the victil0

of the early-closing ortier. An officiai of bis 'Suite

visiteti a local baker's shop after closing hours ant4
askati for breati. The baker's wife refuseti It, point-

Iug ont the reason. "But It Is for the King,"ý sait the

Off icial, "anti there isn't a bit of breati ou the train."

"I dan't care If It Is for the qlueen," was, the replY;

"I tiare not serve you."1 "But I demanti ItV' "I au

sorry," persisteti the lady, "but I must refuse ta Serve

you." "Wvhat cau 1 do ?" asttet the offic 'iai. ý Yt

mlght sea the police," was the suggestion. ThisWU
doue, anti the King got bis breai.

ADRAMNIATIC agent walked inta the offices O!f' anager wbere she bati placed a play.
"The author wauts ta know If you have any objee

tions ta bis beiug preseut'at the rehear'gals ?"th

agent akati-rather timidly.
"Present at the rehearsals?" the manager grawleà

"Wbat iu thunder- do we waxft the author at '

bearsats for?7"
The agent looketi nouplussei.
"Wby ha thinks that perbaps ha migbt be able

give some suggestions."~
"Anti 1 tbink he'd only be lu tha way. Teti hlw

te corne arounti Tuestiay nigbt-we'tl ba havit"g 1
dreas rehearsat, anti ha cau gat a gllmpse at ti

show before the flrtefance."

TFHE politic1an rushet iet the editoria sanl

me as yen dit lu last night's Clamer?"
"Just a moment," reptieti the etiter. "Dlttu't l

story appear as you gave It ta us, na.maty, that 0

biad resignat as Ctty Treasurer ?"

"It titi. But you put ln tinder the headtbi

Improiiaments.


