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The gold plate, and mamna's ruby
jeckiace, and Sir Humplirey's loving-
cup. What is the meaniiig of it ?'

She swept the candle-ight dowù on
ehe floor at her feet, lettýng it fall on
the bundies and the loose valuabies. Her
more timid sister stood tremýbling lie-
aide lier. Suddehliy, with a littie cry,
Iris sprang on te the chest, draggingý
ber sister with lier.

"Tliere's someene in the chet," she
said. «Now, stay down there, wliqever
>ou are, You've got te stay tifl

morflmg."
MAas! for Bil, lis curiosity had been

tee mue1 for him, and b is briglit eye
advaflced te the liole in the dliest lad
revçaied hie presence te Miss Iris.

Now, a nyone might have expected
the young ladies- te scream and swoen.
But Vivashes had net been herioc in
the bisterY of their country, giving
gret soldier-men and sailor-men te its
service, witliout transmitting something
of their'qualities te the two ittie girls
wYho were the oniy bopes of the race
at this moment.

Dahlia shuddered, but kept lier seat
on the chest . As for Iris,,slie gazed
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waa going to do hlm any goàd he made
a great mistake. The bundies had been
conveniently plaedfor -Misa Iriss pux.
pose. They were immensely heavy ini
the aggregate. It took ail her littie
strength to lif t one. But when she had
placed a. few dozen gold plates on top
of Bill Nixey he was- 1aeýmore securely
weighed down tàhag ib0haît been by Misa
Iris herseif.

"INow, dear I must leave.yeu for a
littie while,"Il he heard hef, say.

"Where are you going tDal4ia
i sked, fearfully.

"I arn going te bring help. TÉhey are
%stili up at Margrave Court. I shal net.
be long gone.»

"Oh, Iris, are you goig te leave me
alone with this dreadful thingl?

"Wilyeu go, an;d let me remaint I
shall have te cross the cburchiyard by
the short cut. And think-we are
saving mother's jewels for lier! she
thinks se mucli of lier rubies."

«Very well, I wil stay» Dalii
answered, wbimpering a littie, although
she tried te, be brave. «You won't le
long, IrisT"

"Not more than. hall an heur. Juat

will haVe stSdn4erZ W*nI, r-

in choosig'teopto b. 'Uwd f« or

-tho -pureWhlte, Uokm oitýl

ible,,productaî Mid ijusMaspue and
ait k)",

1;
-N

,,It took al her litle strength to lift one."

about lier over tbe floor, ber indignation Ftay wliere yen are. You wiIi be quite

rising as site realized the full extent safe. No one eau lift the cliest against

of the burglar's baul. Hier motlier'5 the weigbt I have placed on i

jewel-cases lad been emptied of their She pulied down a plaid front where

contents and 4l<ing aside in a heap. it was flung across tlie shoulders of a

Many of the jewvels were heirlooins and man lu arnîour, and, with a ast ad-

priceless. Something stirred in Iris's juration te Dahlia net te sûir, she was

heart that prevented bier fromn being gene.

ifra id. She was the eider dauglter; WVlen tbe lieavy" door lad clanged

she had indeed cornte into the world behind bier the more timid sister sat

first, w ith Dathlia,ý holding on te lier shivering on the cliest, at the farthest

foot- aiuetlod of arrivai very signfi- possible point front the eye. Was ever

Caiit to their relative positions tewards anyene in, se horrible a position? she

eeehother inate-ifep-ked-, herself,--an4couhd have -wepk-for

UiH \as lying iow in tbe chest, utter- sheer terrer aud sef-pity. If she only

1n lict a sound. It was becoining un- knew wliat was attadlied te the eye,

eoIlli,fl1lv uncomnfortable. The lid as- she thouglit, it wouhdn't be se bad. But

it v'dd down under -the weiglit ef the te be sitting there,. aware only of that

tN\ i- liad caught Bill on his side and live eye, lad semething gliasthy about

Piiiid lim se tlat se ceuld net use it te peer Dahlia's mind.

wh. ~xigtllie had. He did niake SIe almost wislied she lad choosen
Otwo desperate efforts te push the cliurcl-yard. The dlock chimed

ni, '11 but in vain. The twinsI half-past one, and an owl heoted sud-

111 a"'O.:ý':ghed a ton for' ahi the denly outside the window. fly tItis tinte

iWý -in fnt made against. thent. Tris wouid bie cro!%ing Lie churhyad.

1. as jiist about te cry eut for Oh, li could slie do It? It wae 4o

ja vh- n he he~d ne of them slip lonely, se dark, and there was; the new

OLV' 'C112t; 'but if hçc thought that 1menund outside the consacatedl ground
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