" how: many shall Upper Canada-have with- 3
") larger population 7" I was in favor of a larg-
.- -er House than one hundred and. ninety-four,
~ but was overruled.” I'was perhaps singular:

well' to commence. with'a.larger répreseata:
© tion in the lower branch. "The argunicnts

. “bition by haviug. a'larger body of represen.’
" tatives; that by having numerous and small-
" ¢ér constituencies,.

. ngwber of o hundred aod ninety-four, |
", ‘which no ooy will say ix large or extensive,

.and -thirty. \
~* huadeed: and thirty and one “hundrid. and
 lation iy adopted-with respect to the popular |

o4 sivgle ono of the representatives of the.
- vvernment or of the opposition of any one
Cefithe Lower: Provisces was i favor “of

. therefore adopted a pimilsr clause to that
- which is contained in the Canada Univn Aet |-

+ of returning officers and the proczedings at
_ clections, as well a9 the trial of controvertedl

-could ot get'n suffieict number of qualified -

. werease that'will be made to- vur populstion |

this espect the principle of the British Con.

" wvaud property should be representesd as.well
. o1 nywbers.” losuperable difficultivs ‘would.
* . have prevented themsilves if we bad attempt-

" of the colunies fixioy the

| ed e qualification of inewmbers aud of voters,;,
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in the opinion;"bat I thetight -it wonld be

aguinst ‘)‘,hi;a were, th‘nt,’ilns‘t‘lmjﬁrspb pln'cg, it
would .cause additivnal expense ; 'in the next
place, that i’ n new: country like -this, we

men to be ' representatives. My reply was:
that the number is rapidly -ineredsing’ as
w¢ inerease”in “education und wealth.; that:
a larger field would be open to politieat-ani.

' more “people would be. in-
terested in the working ol the ubioh, and that’

. there would be a wider tield for selection for |
" leaders of yovernments aik leaders of parties. |

These are my‘individual seotiments,—which,
perhaps, I havo no right to express hore—,
but I'was overruled, and ‘wo fixed ‘on the.

whea it is' cousidefed that ‘our preset.
coumber, i

The difference " between onp

wibety-tour iynat irreat, considering the farge
when Uonfederation is carried. into effect,
‘Whil¢ the prineiple o represcotation by popu-’

uot a singlé mem.

braueh of thi legislature, ‘
stated bvtore, not

ber of ‘tl}c't‘,uufému.w, as |

YR 1LY o W .
wmversal salrage. © Every oue b (hat in

-ttution should Le carried out, and that class: i

ol o aettle now the qualificativn for the elee-

uvefranchise. We bavedifforcst laws in pach i
e yialification of elve-

tits for their own lucal logislatures ;: and. wo |

of ' 1844, viz., that all the laws which affect.

which affected the appointment and conduet. |

tan

elections

obtain in

‘in the‘fé'epam\té’ provinces, sljn'on‘ldk':,:
_ the first election to the Confederaté
Patliament, so that every man who has mow .

a vote in his own province should ‘continue -

to have a'vote' in choosing

V ‘ ) ' representative | .
to the first Federal Parliament. . And it was '
left to the Parliument of the Confederation, -
3. one. of .their first duties, to consider and =

v
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to settle by an act of tlieir own the qualifica- -

tion “for the ejective franchise; which would

apply:to thegvhole Coniederation. In consid- . .
ering the question of the duration of Paddia- . -

went, we' eamé.to. the conclision: to recom- - .
mend a period of five yeara, I was in favorof =
. longer period. [ thought that the duration -

of tha lecal legislatures should not be shor: -

ened 50 08 to be Tess than four years, as at pre-

seut, and that the General Parliament: should
have dslong a duration ‘as that of the United
Kinglom. I was willing to have gone tothe
m. years . .
-exagiple of the, '~
New Zealand carefully ‘considered, not, only.

extent of seven.years; buta term of five
was preferred, and we had the

locally, but by the:Imperial Parlinmedtpund. s
which gave ‘the provinees. of: those isla yds

a general parliament with a duration:.of
years.  But it was a matter of little im
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Uinady ‘alone is one.hundred | auce whithier five years or.seven. yoars Was

the term, the ‘power of dissolution by the .
Crown having been reserved. I find, on look- =
ing at the duration of ‘parliaments. since the ;

aceession-of Uieorge I11. to the Throné, that
excluding the present parliament, there have

been seventeen”parliaments, the ‘average pe.’

riod", of .whiose . existence has been about '

three yearsand a half. . That average is less - -

than the average duration of! the parliaments:
in Capada sivee the, union, so that' it was.

ot a matter of much importance whitherwe

tixesl ‘upon: five or weven yéars as the perini © -

of durativn of our Genernl Parlinment.. "\ <.

good deal of migapprehension has atisen from
the secidental vuniviion of* soltic wordy {rom

the Z4th resolution. . It was thought that by

it the local Jegislatures were' to have the
power of arranging hervafidr, and from time

to time of readjusting the dilfervnt constity-’,’

.8 . . Ve . @ B
eneies and settling the size' avd boupdaries - .

of’ thie various electoral districts: The mean. -

Jug of the resolution is simply this, that for
the Brst’ Gegeral' Parliswient, the arrange-

ment of. conatituencies shall'be made by the . ‘

existing “local logislatures ;. that in Cabada,
-for instance, the present Canadian Parliament
shall arrange what are to bé the constituen-
cies of Upper Canada, and to makeé such

{ehianges &3 may be necessary in arranging



