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RETURN to 'an Appxrss of the Honourable The{House of Commons, .
dated 29 June 1843 ——far, -

4

COPIES of a Despatca from the GovernorLGeneral of Canada 'to the
| Secretary of State for the Colonies, of the 20th of January last, relative to
the Surrender of .Nelson Hackett, a Person of Colour, on the Demand of the

Authorities of the United States, as a Fugitive from Justlce *and of the ‘

" CoroniaL Acr, 3 Will. 4, “ An Act for-the Apprehensmn of Fugrtlve,

Offenders from Forexo'n Countnes, and dehvermg them up to Justice.”

'

Colonial Oﬁ'ice, Dowmnm-Street ‘ - ‘ a T
" ap July 1842. G. W. HOPE'

. Ordercd, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 26 July 1842,
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Corr of a DESPATCH from the Right Honourable Sir Clzarles Bagot c.c.B. The Right Hon.
Sir C. Bagot to

to Lord: Stanleg/, dated Government House, ngston 20 J. anuary 1842,

‘MyLord, = ' = | |
IN the ‘month of September last an. apphcatxon was addressed to this Govern-
~ment " by. the ‘acting Governor of Michigan, for the ‘surrender of one Nelson-
. Hackett, 2" slave. who ~had ‘escaped from.. Arkansas, after ‘having committed
al robbery in that state. ' This application wasat the time refused ;. first, becanse
:itfiwas'not made by the government of the state in which the oﬁ"ence lmd been

aé*dx‘i“x‘mltted and, secondly, because it was not based on proceedmcrs commenced
‘before!some competent criminal 'jurisdiction.

:3Shortly before I reached Canada a second 1'equlsltxon was. addressed to Slr
“Richard: Jackson,' .in which both these objectxons were obviated, the requisition-

proceedmg on an indictment found by the ‘grand jury of the county in which"
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Lord Stanley. -

20 Jan.

s |

18432,

the oﬁ’ence had been committed, and being made by ‘the’ Governor of Arkansas,

o K accordmgly referred the papers connected ' with it to my executive: council; in"
conformlty with the: provincial statute 3:Will. 4, ¢, %7, and I enclose for your -
~Lordship’s: mformatlon a copy of therr Report as Well as of the pa.pers on whlch
lt is founded.. R o .

After fully consrdermg the subJect, I concurred in the recommendatmn of the
councxl -‘There was no doubt:of the gurlt of . this.individual, the stolen property” -
‘having been found, on him on his arrival in the province ; nor could: it be said:
:that thisproperty-had been taken solely to assist him in. escaping from slavery,’
“and'not;’ wrth a felonious intent. I felt ‘therefore that to refuse‘to surrender him
wou]d be to,establish as a pr1nc1ple that no slave' ‘escaping to, this provinceishould
- given tup, whatever offence, short. perhaps of ‘murder, he might | have com-
prmc]ple which’ would have been ! 'Tepugnant’ "to’ the’ common’sense of
Justlce of; thecivilised ‘world, ‘would; have ‘involved us! in- disputes|of ‘the most.
,inconvenient: nature with the nelo'hbourmo ‘states, and would have (converted
thxs* yprovince; into an’ asyIum for fhe worst "‘characters, . provrded only" they had’
“been slaves! bcfore,,arnvmg ‘here:, I therefore ordered ;Nelson Hackett. to be-
dehvered ur towwthe auth rltles of Arkansas, to-he: dealt ‘uth accordmO' ito:

T"have,, &c.
(signed)  ‘Charles ‘Bago¢.

Re;
3 Janu




