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MR. PEELEY'S FIRST REPORT RESPECTING THE
AINT Jomw, [ ¢
‘ ‘ T -~ Dated 12th Avgust, 1841,
~ Mr. Periey having been uppointed to vieit the Tndion Settle-
" ments, arrived at their Village on the 5th of July, where e found
=~ a large nunber-of the Melicete Tribe assembled in expectation. of
< his vigit, and a Couycil being formed, lie delivered to'them a Speech,
= explaining "t thewn his ohject in coming among them, to which
they returned the following answer t— T ‘
After considerable discussion, the Council agreed upon their
swer, which was delivered by Noel Nicholas, a.Senior of the
‘ribe, He ail, that. they thanked their Mother the Quéen for her
--"yood wishes toward them, nnd aleo their. Futher the Governar for
the interert he'took in their behalf, * Thit they rejoiced very much
“to hear that lands were to be secired to them, and they promised
to live on them, and ealtivate thewn, if they were allowed toacquire
< some individual rights in the land, as well as to have a general in-
/...!m"ca\"in the residuoe. C .
“" \Fhat thelr chitdren’ should attend e Schools, s they wished
~_them to learu to read and write.  That if more lands were acquired
et the Village,  many fumilies that were now, wandering ahout,
© ¢ wonld gettle there and lead regular lives. S .
That their head Chief at Caugfnawagh-had seat them his words
by a Wampum Belt, snd told them never to part with one inch of
their. land, and by that they wished to shiide. ’
That it 'vas their wish that any - lands sct apart for them, might
" he secured to them by Deed ar Grant, and that,sowe person should
be appointed Agent to look after cuch lande, wnd manage their
affaire, | - : ‘ o
_ There is ai the Village 8 Chapel in.a very delapidated copdition.
Tt is 54 feet long and 34 feet wide,  The Indiaus are preparing to
-ercct-a new one, also 54 foet long bot 46 feet wide. . The frame
“Fimber for the new Chapel is-all-on the spot, (except the Sills)
und they have fourteen thousand feet of boarde, but vo shingles or.
widing. The Freasurers of the Trihe have in band £15 14s. col-
. lected by ¥ubrcription, and they have been informed thiat it will take
... thrde hundred pounds; besides what money,and materials they now
. have, to finish the intended Chnpel. ‘They begged me to solicit aid
"+ in their bebalf toward the new building. CL e
.+« Théy stated that the Priest visited them ocensionally, but since,
.- thre hos been two Priests in Fredricton, they have been visited
- much oftener than before.  Tliey have not, nor ever had, a School
" ‘among them, end nore of the children can either read or write,
__The Village Lot coutaing about 320 acres, whivk har been pur-
.. ‘chaged for them, find they bave several very respectable dwellings
. builf:‘ vpon it. ‘The house of ‘Louis Bear is 26 by 36 feet, twa
. stories i height with a stone bpsement.  The house of Vassall
- LaGoute is 15 by 18 fect, 'n #torgand a hall in héight. There are se.
ven other frimed honses oceupied, and one now bailding, with eleven
Inrge standing wigwams. Tl'e land is good for tillage, and. most of
T ttge residents coltivate Indiun Corn and Potatoes, for which porpose
. each fumily hos a certain portion of ground sot apart. There js
eonsiderable meadow, the grass: on which they sell ‘standing, and
. divide the procecds among-thewn,  They own' two horses, four hoge'
.. and about 150 fowls, The constant cropping of the land withoat
- eqmpost, must in a few years render it alwost walucless for Agri-
. cultural purposes, and unless a different system is adopted, their
attemptr at coltivation will, after a tiwe, coase entirely- '
. T'found the most jufellivent of the ludinns at the Village ex-
.secdingly desirous that their children should bave the benefit of
Education, 2a they gaid they felt the -want.of it daily avd_hourly
thewselves, in transactions with theit white neighhours.  Some of
:  thé Seriiors stated that if a School wore established, they wonld go
© - to it themselves, s they longed to know how. to read sud write.
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{asking price of each is one thousand poond§ Currency,
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Tt appeared to be the general wish that the Village Lot should be ‘
increased by the purclinse of ane or wore of the ndjoining. farms, CT
T ascertained that the farms by which the Villige Lnt-is{lwnnded} o
are {or sple. and that they have on them-respectable dwellings, aud
substantial barns and out;buildings, The farvy'to the northward be
Tongs to Mr. Close, and (hat to the southward to' Mr. Murray ;. the

"From the Village I proceeded up.the River Saint Joho, nccom.. S
panied by two Canocmen and an Intérpreter; and next visited a
small Scttlement at Meductic, Point, about eight miles below “ Cp
Waodstork. ' 1 found here auly twenty nine souls,® . o B A

The Point occapied by the: Indianx is_very beautifully situated ; ° s :
the land iz alluvial, of the finest and richest description, butshawefully
‘neglected, and almost a public commun. Tt wag stated to me that
they had at first 113 rodsin front on the River, ana that their land
run back three miles continning the same breadth, - That they had
a writing statiug ‘the boundaries, signed by Governor Carleton,
which, some years ngo was left af the Crown Lands' Office, and
they have notseen it since. . That latterly one Peter Watson has
taken poseession of n cousiderable portion of their land by virtue of
a \Grant or Licence, o= he alleges, and they have now searcely a
half of the Lot asgigned them by Governor Carletan, the boundaries
oflwhich woere ket up and marked, during his administration, by.
Mt. Bedell, a Crown Surveyor. . . }

This Meductic Point i« not mentioned among the lande reserved”
for the Indinns in the retnrn made by the Surveyor. General to Jlis
Excellency, but 1 beg (o state that both by history and tradition, it
would geem to bie one of the most ancient Indian Settlements on the
Baint Julin. . While there, the remaing of an old Indian Fort were
pointed out to me, within which the boues of séveral hundred men
repose, appnr{ently in one common grave. It is said that the’
JIndiang built here a-very stroug Fort of earth and timber, to repst
the French; thatseveral desperate battles wore fought on this spot,

havé likewise becn found, and that these are the boues of the slain, /.
‘The grave at this Fort has several times been opened hy the carious,
and numerous ancient [ndian Spears and implements of Sone, hare v /
been carried offl ' o . . o

“There is now in porsession of His Honor the Chief Justice, the - /
certified copy of a Groant of this very plnce from the Grown of
Franee to René D'Awour, Sieur de Clignancourt, bearing date
the 20th Keptemnber, 1684, A Seignearie to be ealled * Clignan-
court,” is deseribed in this Grant, eommenciug at « Medvetet” and
extending down to the. Meductic Falls, with a depth of two leagues
on each side the River,

The Baron de la [ontan, in his letters from Canada, (written .
in'1690,) mentinns the Sicars d'Amour of Quehee, as having a
great Trading Establiclment on the Saint Johu ot that timey
and'it is to be presomed that the battles ‘with the {udinns occareed
prior to puch establisiment, as the slain are found with stone
weapone only, those of metal not being. diccovered, and itis well / -
known that such were iatroduced and became common immediately,
after the French Traders ohtained a footing among the Indiaus.

These circomstances are mentioued to show the long coutin;
possessinn of the Tndipus ot this place—a egsion—main
he the ‘blond of their Fathers, sud of which it is to be ho,
Tribe will néver be deprived. : ‘

From thiz place, I'next proceeded to the River Tobiqug, where. .
the Todinns have a reserve of 16,000 acres, extending cjght wiles .
in front on the River Haint Jobn, and roining- back/the same
breadth four miles. g . :
. On the right hank of the Tobigue, at its conflucnce with the
Saint John, rtands an Indian Village, consisting of thirty families,
compriking 123 sodls, Yo 7 :

There are here, eloven framed houses, and twelye large standing
wigwams. Ther have some land under crop (chiefly
but muclt cleared land which appears to have been fo

* Thers ia some doubt whether the Liud at Meductio Pojft bar 1108 boen
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