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SUMMER BoARDING.
HERE are so rnany things to think: of when iooking

for board out of town, that it is a good plan to begin
sorne weeks beforehand and make a memorandumn

tof the points to bie considered. 0f flrst importance
is the healthiness of the locality, especial]y if it be a farm.
Many people have an idea that ail country places must bie
heaithy,, because il is the country, but this is a mistake. If
the house stands in a hoiiow, with the surroundingiland sop-
ing tovard it, the farmn buildings, stable, pig-pen, etc., on
bigher ground, depend upon it miasma is lurking there;
don't bie ternpted by the shade and the cooiness to go there,
even for a few weeks.. It were better tostay inthe middle of
the city. If the bouse bie percbed high and dry, wîîh no dis-
agreeabie surroundings, find out where tbe drinking watcr
comnes fromn. If the purnp is in the kitchen, as is often the
case, sec where the drainage goes.* If you are flot satisfied
that the weil is free fromn ail bouse drainage, do flot impenil
your life, or that of your chiidren, by being obliged to drink
that water.

Wherever you go, be it mountain, seashore or farm, do flot
consent on any ternis to take a room near the closes. Many
cases of typhoid and other fevers, occurring after persons
bave returned from, somne of the noted summer resorts, have
been directly traceable to the foui air emanating front the
closcîs. It is wisc to make inquiries about a physician, bis
practice, standing, and nearness to your conternplated board-.
ing-house. Learn the facili.ties for church going if you
intend to stay many weeks. See if there is any convenient
way of having your clothes Iaundried, and malte sure of this.
Do flot bu satisfied with the answer "Oh, I guess Betty
Jones wouid do il for you," but sec Betty Jones and learn bier
charges. If she says I guess I can do it to accommodate
you,» tell her you want a positive answer ; remind bier that
you are flot asking a favor, you are trying ta malte a bargain ;
you want work donc and expect te pay for it. 0f one thing
you may be certain, you wil have to pay, and pay well.
People who work to "accommnodate" others, aîways charge
bigb ; but it is extrernely unpleasant, not to say inconvenient,
to be awvay from borne witbout any dlean ciothes, and it is
almost impossible te take witb you a supply for more than
two weeks, especialiy if you have children.

Sec that you have in your rooms ail conveniences for the
toilet; a bowl and pîtcher and soap dislx yeu will probably
flnd, but rarciy a mug or tumbler, and more rareiy stili,
especially i a a farmn house, a receptacle for wastu water. If
there sbouid bie one, you wîll have to stipulate that it be
emptied, and your pîtcher flled with frcsh watcr twice a day.
In all first-class botels and boarding-houses this is donc as a
matter of course, but in lesser places, especiaily farmbhouses,
it is almost unheard of. If occasionaliy a jar or paîl for
%vaste water bappens te be in the roorn, it is often left stand-
ing until in sheer desperation the boarder emipties it berseif.
1 should advise against this. 1 know from, experience that
this is a bad plan uniess one prefers to do sucb work. These
littie niceties and refinements of city lîfe aie nlot alivays
understood nor appreciated among thie farmers, wbere, as a
rule, the ivboie famiiy, including the bired help, wash at tbe
pump and use one common towvel. I h ave beard aà farmer's
wifc say of lier boariiers, IlIf themn city folks use scb a lot
o' water, let lcm empty it theirseives." It is best te bave al
such doubtfui points de6initely settied beforehand; and you

can, in a quiet, ladylike way, intimate that you have been
accustomed to have such offices performcd. for you, and you
expect it to bie donc and are willing t0 pay for it. If such
arrangements arc not made before engaging the roorns, or if
you are nlot willing t0 pay for the service, you must not comn-
plain, but take things as you find them.

It is a good plan te takc with you a bottie ofcarbolic: acid,
or sorne other disinfectant, to use in the pails, etc., afterthey
have been emptied. Sucb work is often carelessiy donc>,
even in places where you wouid expect better things; they
aie often flot rinsed, neyer scalded, consequentiy are not oniy
very offensive, but extremeiy unhcalthy.

You bad better sec aiso if there are any towel racks, pegs,
or even nails for dryîng toIveis; otberwise you may walk
around witb your damp towvei in your band, flot iiking te
bang it cither on your bced, or your bureau (if you are fortun-
ate enough te have one in your roomn), or on thc back of the
oniy chair. Sec also if there are any hooks or pegs where
you can bang your dresses, unicas you like to live in a trunk.
0f course no one expects to find in a farmbouse ail the con-
veniences and comnforts of borne; but just these litile tbings
add so mach to your comfort or discomfort, and they cost se
little that I arn sure any landlady would provide tbeni if il
wvcrc suggested to bier.

Soap, of course, you wiil take witb yeu, and extra towels.
The towels providcd in country boarding-bouses are uisually
smnall, and there are seldomn enough ; indeed, in somte coun-
try bouses they consîder two of these little towels a week a
liberal suppiy for eacb person.

Provide yourseif also with a convenient box containing
simple remedies, sucb as nitre, carnpbor, ginger, arnica,
ammonia, quinine, etc., and do nlot forget mustard and stme
thin pieces ofoid linen. Country stores are apt to bie a long
%vay off, and, thuugh tbey are supposed te keep everytbing,
tlicy are apt to be "just out" of whatever youhappen te
want, tbougb they "b ave ordercd tomne, and il wili be bere
in a fcw days.» Tbis is alrnost unavoidable for. many rea-
sons; many articles deteriorate seriously if kcpt ayiong time,
especiaily drugs, for wvhich, in the country, there itno steady
demand ; whereas, in the City, il is no trouble te get tbemn
fresh and carry thern with you wberever-you may go. Sew-
ing materiais, such as cotton, silk, tape, needies, buttons, etc.,
should alto be carried in your trunk, as well as paper, pens,
ink and starnps. ,Ink is sucb an ugly thing to carry that I
did not taIre any îvitb me tbe flrtt summer wu went to a farm-
bouse, thinking I sbould bie able to buy a boutle at the coun-
try store, but there was none te be bad ; neither did I flnd
any at the "Springs," where we went afterwards. Since
then, a traveller's inkstand or a fountain pen goes wherever
I go. Several yards of cheap mnosquito netting, witb a bamn-
mer and paper of tacks, wili add to your cornfort by keeping
tbe flics out of your room, even though there mnay be ne
trouble fromn mosquiioes.

Above ail, because yon are "going to a fanim," do not
leave "good manners" at homne. Truc gentlemen and
worncn are s0 alwvays and everywhure, and rudenets and ili-
brecding are just as offensive in thc country as in thc City.
If"I country ways " offend yen, remrnberyour "city notions"
rnay bu equaliy offensive. If you remark audîbiy about the
coarsenets of the table linun, sneer at the steel forks, tin
spoons and tbick china, you will flot bu regarded as a super-


