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IASIA bIINOR ...AND THE PET4ALTIES 0F
j DEFORESTATION

DANGERS 0F DEFORESTATION
When by reckless tree-cutting the forest cover is removed from bllis and mountains, nothing is Ieft to

hold the rain-no layer of living roots, mosses or other vegetable growths mixed with decaying leaves,
to act as a sponge and retain the moisture. Tliereafter, in consequence, the rainfaîl runs off in torrents,
and the streams to whidh, it sliould afford a regulated supply throughout the year are flooded in winter
and dried up in summer. Incidentally, the soul is waslied away and the hillsides, once beautiful with
fresh growing verdure, become so much barren desert. In this way the supply of certain areas
has been practically destroyed. The forests of the hlis and mountains are natural storage reservoirs.
Destruction of these reservoirs means ruin to the farmers in the valleys and on the prairies.-Editor.

RECENT warlike events havefocused attention upon Asia
Minor. The complexities of

the struggle between Briton and
TIurk have been sufficient to prevent
the liurried reader from inquiring
as to the physical character of -the
country whileh only a few weeks ago
threatened to'be tlie stage of a ter-
rifie conflict. Probably no0 land on
eartli offers a more
graphie subjeet to
those i.n seardli of
illustrations of thie
penalties paid. by na-
tions and people for
neglect of their for-
ests. Canada lias made
so0 many major mis-
takes in lier forest
mianagemnent the Cait-
adian people h a ve
paid so highly for lost
forests and will pay a
sterner account dur-
ing the next century,
that t h e 'pointing
finger' of older coun-
tries may give us, a
new sense of our
-dangerous direction.

Asia Mînor je a de-
foreted land, and ~,A view of a]

th oa), on the
the consequences are cmI esaiy se pec
PÎtifully displayed in neutrai zone, leat
a struggling agricul-
'tural industry, dried up rivers, and
generally sfagnant civilization. One
Of the moast authoritative writers upon
the state of the natural resources, Mr.
George P. Marsh, lias the following-
ilidictment not alone of Asia Minor
but of a large. part of the uther,
states constituting the old Roman
Elunpire: " If we 'compare the
Present physical condition of the
c0ufltries of which I am speaking,

W thetI descriptionùs that ancient

historians and geographers have
given of their fertility and general
capability of ministering to human
uses, we shall flnd that more than
one-haîf their whole extent -not

exeluding the provinces most celc-
brated for the profusion and variety
of their spontaneous and their
cultivated produets, and for the
wealtli and social advancement of

OHANAK, ABIA MINOR.

xa-a (DardaneUes), and the town of KXlid-B
European aide of the $traits. On a clear day

le waUilig on the opposite aide. The city o
âe ene of much activity.

their inliabitants - is cither deserted
by civilized man and surrendered to
hopeless desolation, or at least great-
ly reduced in botli productiveness and
population. Vast forests have disap-
peared froni mountain spurs and
ridges; the vegetable earth aecumul-
ated beneath the trees by the decay
of leaves and of f allen trunks, the
soil of the alpine pastures which
skirted and indented the woods, and'
mould of the upland flelds, are

washed away; meadows, once fertil-
ized by irrigation, are waste anc&
unproductive, because thc cisterns
and 'reservoirs that supplied the
ancient caù'als are broken, or the
springs that fed them dried Up;
rivers famous in history and song
have shrunk to humble brooklets; the
willows t.hat ornamented and pro-
tected the banks of the lesser water-

courses are gone, and
t h e rivulets have
ceased to exist as
perennial currents,
because t he little
water that finds its
way into .their old
channels Iis evapor-
ated by the drouglits
of sumnier, or absorb-
ed by the parched
carth before it reaches
the lowlands; the beds
01 the brooks have
widened into broadi
expaxnses of pebbles
and gravel, over

wich, thougli in the
hot season passed dry-
shod, in winter sea-like
torrents thunder; theý
entrances of navig-

âahr (the. Look of able streanis are ob-
f cnak i tlestructied by sandbars;

a nd harbors, once
marts of an extensive

commerce, are shoalled by the deposite
of the rivers at whose moutîs they
lie; the elevation of the beds of
estuaries, and the consequently dimin-
islied velocity and increased lateral
spread of the streanis which flow into
them, have converted thousands of
leagues of shallow sea'aud fert4ile low-
land into inproductive and miasmati
morasses "
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