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The greater part of the broom handle supply, however,
is imported ready manufactured. The varieties importe
are spruce, basswood, maple or beech. Spruce and bass-
wood are preferred because of their light weight.

Broom handles must be smooth. The only complaint
against Canadian broom handles imported up to the pI:eSCﬂt
time has been that they were not finished sufficiently
smooth, and that consequently they had to be graded as
2 and 3.

The Canadian export of clothes pegs has fallen off. The
split clothes pegs are preferred. The supply now comes
almost exclusively from the United States. The prices aré

for 4%5-inch and 5-inch pegs, packed in 5 gross boxes, 2s. 9d.°

and 3s. per box.

Very large quantities of skewers are imported into
Great Britain for domestic consumption and for re-export,
particularly to Australia. The supply is chiefly secured
from the United States, though there is a certain steady
trade from Canada.

The only wood acceptable is maple. Smoothness of
manufacture is essential if competition is to be maintaine
against the United States product.

Great quantities of three-ply veneer are imported into
Great Britain yearly. Nearly the whole of the supply comes
from Russia, where there are accessible forests of alder, oné
to two feet in diameter, and where the manufacture of
waterproof and steamproof three-ply has been perfected-
The three-ply is cut by a rotary process from logs 12 inches
to 20 inches in diameter and 7 feet long. Although birch
and maple are used, the greater part of the veneer is alder.
The process of gluing and drying is so far as possible kept
secret. The Russian drying machines are claimed to be
superior to any machines in use in North America.

The use of three-ply is increasing rapidly in Great
Britain. Indications are that it will continue to find new
uses and that, as lumber of the better grades becomes more
expensive, three-ply will take its place. The important uses
for three-ply now are railway carriage lining, backs, panels
and drawers for furniture, box manufacture (large quan-
tities of tea boxes are exported from Great Britain to India
Ceylon, China, Japan yearly), chair seats, panels in ship
construction and raw material in small manufactures.

Many sizes, thicknesses and grades of three-ply are im-
ported. The most important thicknesses are 3, 4 and
millimetres, used in the furniture trades, and 3-16-inch used
for boxes; other industries require three-ply as thick as 9
10 and 11 millimetres. The most common sizes of sheets
are 18-inch x 24-inch, 36-inch x 44-inch, 38-inch x 46-inch
and 44-inch, 46-inch x 56-inch and 60-inch. An allowance
of 20 per cent. additional in price is made for sheets con-
taining over 20 square feet.

The grades used in the box trade allows stain, black
spots and knots up to 1%-inch diameter on one side and up
to J5-inch diameter on the other. The prices normally paid
c.if. British port for this grade in sizes 3-16-inch x 15-inch X
24-inch is 6s.-7s. per hundred superficial feet.

Very large quantities of manufactured three-ply boxes,
chiefly for tea, are shipped from Great Britain to Japan,
China, India and Ceylon. Alder, suitable for the manufac-
ture of boxes equal in quality, grows in accessible situations
in British Columbia. The industry is admittedly one which
is extremely well organized in Europe, is conducted on 2
very narrow margin of profit and is favored by low freight
rates. Nevertheless, the trade is a large one, the raw ma-
terial is cheaper in Canada than in Great Britain, and the
distance for the shipment of the product is less from Van-
couver than from British or European ports; these condi~
tions create an opportunity for the manufacture of alder
three-ply in Western Canada for the Oriental market.
(Refer to page 1187 in Weekly Bulletin No. 616.)
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