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“EDITORIXL NOTES.

Wz would like to be able to locate ex-
actly the Kansas editor who describes
his habitation as 80 miles weet of &
rain belt, 90 feet from water, several
million miles from heaven, 50 yards from
the devil, and 300 miles from & saloon.”

. Hisidea of celestial life must be the
. close proximity of & ealoon, and the
‘[ absence of water. He is having his
| purgatory on earth, he surely will be re-
warded hereafter for his temperate life.

* .{-

THE Boston Pilot says: * Wei-Hai-
Wei, Pe-Chi-Li, Ping-Yong, Ho-Hang-Ho
—~ia it any wonder that a nation gets
whipped when it gives its towns such
pames &8 an inspired idiot might devise
in construciing a ‘college cheer?” On
the Oriental war, the same paper has
snother sharp paragraph that indicates
ite sympathies in the stroggle. “ Japan,
sccording to the dictionary, means to
polish. Nobcdy will deny that Ohina
has been polished off most beantifully.”

i‘{

In the Ursuline Convent, Waterford,
Ireland, there recently died a nun whose
name, though hidden during twenty-four
years from the world, bas been cherished -
by Irish Catholics in all lands. Sister
Mary Benigna was grand-daughter of
the great Liberator. Ske was a Miss
Eily 0’Connell, daughter of John O’Con-
nell, gon of the famous Daniel 0’Connell,
8he was a8 conspicuous for her talen's
and piety in the convent as was her
grand-parent in the more boisterouserena
of public life, All Irish Catholios will
gladly offer up prayexs for the repose of
the good soul that has departed for the
land of eternal recompense.

I.l' .

THE saddeet result of the recent storm
was the fatal sccident im which As-
sistant Law Olerk Joseph met his
death and a number of prominent citi-
zens of Caneda were severely injured.
Mot certninly last week was sufficient
to dispel all illusions as to the changes
inour climate, For some years it was
predicted by many that Canada wounld
8es no more of the old-time winters,
But'the cold in the beginning of the
week and the storm at the end of i, are
ovidence enough that this is's land of
mow and ice, at leagt during half the
Jear. The only persons who reaped any
benefit were the unemployed laborers
who secured work for a few days. For

them the storm was a stroke of good
fortune. : '

LN ,
Poor ex Queen Lilinokalani is having
&reat trouble in Hawaii. She has 'béen.
dethroned by the republican element ;
now she is atrested for complioity.in an.
sttempt to - overturn the ~power that
Fibbed morof o .the 'power tha
herited right, It is wonderful
how very ungall

after she proclaimed her intention to be
loyal to the new powers. “Uneasy is the
head that wears the crown;” equally
true is it that unhappy is the head from
which & crown haa been anatched.

* *i-

THE conversion of Eogland ia a body
tothe old faith is a matter of greater
difficulty than at firet sight may appear.
Recently Oardical Vanghan pointed out
that the fact of every Protestant being
hia own Pope, there were as many
authorities as individuals to deal with
There being no head o treat with nego-
tiations must be entered into with every
individual, There being no positive har.
mony of dootrine it is most dificult to
argue out the fundamental principles of
true Christiapity. The longer the con-
version is delayed the more difficult it
becomes ; for each year, each day, each
hour in fact, may be said to bring its
own creed, The only point of union
amongst them is that of oppcsition to
the Catholic Church.

* *I

Ox a train running from Fontaineblean
to Paris, January 24th, 8 nun was muor
dered by a madman. The train was
rushing slong at its usual speed, when,
jn-one-of the compartntefits, s man’ aud-
denly drew a revolver and began firing
upon his fellow-passengers. One shot
struok the nun; three othexs took effect
on three of the travellers. In the nun’s
case the wound proved mortal. It ap-
pears the man was arrested and found to
be insane. Hera is another strong argu-
ment against the old-style coaches used
in Europe, and in favor of onr more open
cars of America. Imagine the constant
rink that passengers run in being locked
up in these compartments, There is no
possible exit ; no refuge; no hope when
in presence of maniros or murderers. It
is to be hoped that the day is not distant
when the old world shall commence to

learn from the new world some points

regarding railway matters.
LR

A wriTER in The Forum says that
“the great bulk of the English read
nothing, literally nothing, and he who
knows something of rural England will
agree with this”” We might add that
the same applies. to the inbabitants of

‘English towns and cities. While the few

in_England who do read, are most
thoroughly educated, we cannot but ad-
‘mit that the bulk of the people go not
beyond periodicals and'newspapers, while
bundreds of thousands even mever look
into the ourrent literature, or daily press.
And yet the average Englishman has an
idea that the Irish are most illiterate and
ignorant. In Ireland, when it  was a

‘orimeto speak the Celtic and forbidden

%0 learn the English, it” was no uncom-
mon thing to find the plough boys or

| fishermen who could speak ; Greek and
‘Latin, recite Virgil or Hemer, and-hold

learded didoussionsupon questions of
mathematics, ‘ecierioé, philosophy “and

‘peasgnt;. who:is- “9‘.

“the lesding: events of hia

And, to-day, there is [ opens wil
easant; v Lientensnt-Governor Ghapleau, Hon,
Mogars, . Laurier,  Nantel, -Marchand,

time, and in the history of his country.
Find us the Irish lad that has never
heard of Brian Boru or Sarsfield ; find us
the Englishman, in the baok atreets or
rural districts, who can talk intelligently
about William the Conquerar or Hareld,
the last of the Saxon kings.

*
*!

At CLERMONT, in Auvergne, (now
called Clermon Ferraudj the Council of
the Church was held in 1095, Ia that
assernbly tbe necessity of rescuing the
holy places from the infidels was pro-
claimed. In Msy next the eight hun-
dredth anpiversary of that momentoue
event will be celebrated by a series of
festivities in the old Auvergnat capital.
The Bishop, Mgr. Belmont, has taken the
initiative, and the c xpectations of a grand
Buccess are general, It was eight hun-
dred years ago next May, that the in-
spired voice of Peter the Hermit rang
over Europe ; at his call thousands were
startled into activity, princes aud peas
ants joined in the crusades which mark-
ed as a mighty epoch in the world’
history that memorable period. Richard
Coeur-de-Lion, Stepben of Blois, the
brother of the King of France, Bohemund
of Torrentum, and sccres of others, with
a bundred thoussnd followers, left Ea-
rope, sailed scross the Mediterranean,
trod the wilda of Taurus, fainted under
the suns of the East, and continued their
march uatfil they beheld, in the emerald
fields that line Orontes, the grey battle-
ments and white turrets of the Syrian
Antiock. This will be the commemora-
tion of one of the most extracrdinary
events that history, anoient or modern,
records.

*.{

ANoOTHER eight hundredth anniversary
takes place this year. In April, Venice
will celebrate, by a series of religious fes-
tivals, the consecration of the famous
Cathedral of St. Mark's. The church,
which stands on the great square of 8t.
Mark, and faces ithe Grand Cansal, was
first built in 828, when the body of the
evangelist was taken from Alexandria to
Venice. In 976 a portion of the church
was destzoyed by fire. The rebuilding
was only completed a hundred years
later, and in April, 1095 ,the copsecration
took place. Venice will again assame
her olden and glorious appearance ; the
“Queen of the Adriatic” will put on the
gplendor that was hers when she wedded
the sea, and enrolled the name of each
Doge in her “Baok of Gold.,” The carni
val of Venice is almost a thing of the
pagt ; but this year the winged lions on
the Piazza San Marco will witness a re
newal of all those . scenes that were the
glory of the glittering city, before barba-
rian or stranger drove her commerce to

other. porta,
**I

WE have received the first number of
Oaptain Chartrand’s new monthly, en-
titled “La Revue Nationale” It iss
mogt pyomising issue. It contains the
portraits of the lesding contributors and
openg with letters of enxcouragment from

 rond to Damascus;, And what i8-best.
" all, they _henrken. toiand obey the call
‘Wonderful are theliways;of God

Beausoleil, David@ and Perranlt. The
firat article is from the pen of Hon. Mr.
Royal on “Les Amours d’un Notaire,”
which is followed by a little poem, A
Ma Pctite Louise,” by Dr. L. H. Fre-
chette. An able contribution on the “In-
fluence of Canadian Climate,” from the
pen of Dr. Hingston ; a learned treatize
on the “‘Mechanism of the Eye,” by Mr.
Dansereau; an historical eketoh of “Fort
Frontenac, 1678 84,” by Benjamin Suite;
& eerial story from Joseph Marmette; a
contribution on “Finances,” from that
able financial writer, Mr. John Mague,
go to make up the leading features of a.
highly attractive issue. Mr. Chs. des
Eoarres handles the foreign goesip and
“Francoise' takes carg of the Indies’ de«
partment. We heartily wish Captain
Chartrand every success in his under-
taking ; the magazine is a credit to the
Province.

*
*'l'

Ix the history of literature there i
nothing more extraordinary tban the
wave of Napoleonic revival that is sweep-
ing over America. His certainly wasa
wonderful career, and one that can never
be imitated nor repeated. . It may be
for this reason thal he stands upon the
back-ground of history a monument of
pecu'iar greatness. Of all the descrip-
tions or appreciations of his career, that
of Charles Phillips, the Irish orator, we
consider the most exact and conoisge.
“We may now pause,” said he, “before the
splendid prodigy that towered amongst.
us, like some ancieat ruin, whose frown
terrified the glance that its magnificenca
attracted. Grand, gloomy, and peculiar,
he sat upon = (hrone & sceptered hermit,
wrapped in the eolitude of his own
originality, A mind bold, independent
and decisive, a will despotic in its dic-
tates, an energy that distance expedition
and a conscience pliable to every touch
marked the outlines of this extraordinary
character—the most extraordinary that,
perhaps, in the annals of this world ever
rose, Or reigned or fell.”

**'l
WE desire to call attention once more

to the souvenir number which THE .

True WiTNEss is preparing for 8St, Pat-

rick’s Day. We can unhesitatingly st ¢,.
that it will not only be & work of 9 iatic:

and literary merit, but that it w1} pe en.
tirely original. Some of tha meat abie-
writexs of the day will contribute articles:
and many of our prominent Irish Cath--
olic litterafeurs will furnish sketohes, from:
different standpoints, of the success of/
our people in Oanada, The cover alone:

will be a gem worth calling a souvenir;. -

Let our readers look out for it,
*_ *
*

Tae Church is gradually inquasing

the numbex of Anglican clergymen who .

come into the fold. The Rev. Went:

worth Powell, nephew of the Protestant
b Bishop, Basil Jones, of , Washington; haa .
'joined the Ostholio Church. One by one.

they are receiving thelight-bearing gt_i ;
mons that flasbed npon;:8t. Paul ony
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pendous the work of His Church. -
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