
flraditions.-(a) The creation. The main points in the lengthy account
which a Nat priest can give on this interestin)g topie are the following :
Originally, " before the beg-inning," only wind, clonds, a-ad a mysterious
being, baif human and haif avian, oxisted in soine unaccountablo manner
through a seif-croative power. Frorn these eleuients woro brought forth,
by means of a generativo proeess, the first cosmnical matter and the primi-
tive spirits or _Nats. These Nats in their turn broughit forth vogetation,
animal and human if e. While the elementary parts of this worla stili
existed in their rudîmentary forms, a groat Nat, named Cllinun, gave
birth to a inonstrous giant, half spirit and half man, named. Ninggrawnwa.
It took seven years for hM to be born, and hie hold at lis birth a great
hammer and a pair of tougs in bis rightt hand. With these instruments
lie in due time gave forrn and order to the visible earth. As soon as the
arrangement of this earth wvas conipleted, Chinun brongit; forth a great
pumpkin, which the Ci omniscient" one (also a Inter son of Chinun), after
the death of bis mlother, divided into two parts. From the part to the
riglit the first mil wvas mnade, and the first wvomau fromn the one to the
left. This bumnan pair dwelt at the central part of the earth, by a beauti-
fui mountain created froin the bonad of Clîinun. Man wvas made immor-
tai, but because of a foolisli desîre to see a dcad bcing, and having by a
lie brought over himself the wrath of the Sun-Nats, deatL was imposed
upon hlm as a punishment. A number of cattie were sent to eat the
"ifruit of life, " which otherwise would have served as a preventive of
death. The first human pair gave birth to anothor, and so on until the
third generation, when nine sonIs and nine daughters Nvere bora to a cer-
tain Wachstwva. These are the progoenitors of the different Kachin tribes,
or, as some -%vould asscrt, of the Asiatie races in genoral. Tho pedigree of
white people can, bo traccd to a certain kind of mnonkeys, and according
to somne were not found until after " the groat flood." Evorything is now
existing through itself, and anl overruling providence in tue Christian sense
is not recognized. The Nats at tirnes shako the mountains, thus causing
carthquakes, or send a great frog to swallow the sun or the moon, whieb
causes eclipses, but are not otherwise interforing witil the regular order of
the universo. The Kachîins, as far as I have been able to, find out, do not
bolieve in any interruption of the proent order of things. EverythingZ
lias for tbom an cndless; existence.

(b) IlThe great :flood." It bas often been obsorved tbat the story of
the delugo bas in some f orm or another been preserved, 'thsurprising
exactness of detail, in most separate countries and by widely different
races. The Kachins having no -,vrittcn language, ana consequently no
literature of any kind, formn, hlowever, no exception to this intercsting
fact. Their unique story of the "Igreat iniundation" runs iii somewhat
the following way : Sonie tirne aftor Ninggawawa had finisbed bis ocative
work and appointed to, the differont races separate places Nvhoe to live and
dweIl, an atternpt was mnade by lm to bud a litige bridge, at the central
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