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if ye sail nsk nuything ini My auie, 1 will (Io 1tV"

SO t bcdchîiidrcn, go to bcd, yoa are tired atîîd iileepy,
oourdi mother muet tini8h tliis," and ïMrs. Field turncd
onc moe o, hesoited iiini irwashuîîg.tab.

IlCan't yoa rend, mîotlîer? " It %vas little Diekie Who epoke,
and Diekie wvaE juet cight ycnrs old.

INo dearie, ixot toi '"lit " ; thocn, seeing the child's dis.
appoiuted look, the mother 'vent on, Il WcU, yce, I wiUf read,
dears " ; for eite tlîoaght witiiaherself, It lii -y bc that
the Lord %,,illepeak, by nie te the littie one lIe lias given irto
:my kccping.

Bessie was vcry, very slcepy, bat Johin, Hiarry, and Je
were wide enougli a'vake, and littie Dickie sat close and
Ieaned fondly on bis mether's kace. 1 thiak that it muest have
jast begun te, dawa upoâ hie chliii miaid li weary
a place titis world le at tintes. It was a sad thing for hiax te
kDow, but thon hie fatlier wvas a druakardl, and Iie mothe
nlivays snd, and besides lier load of care, cie liad to work
liard te, ke,.p ber ehiiidrea fromn actual waiit, aud littIe Diekie
hnew it. Puer little boy ; it bil ail conte te, hi eut on the
commoîî thiat brighit golden afteraoen; the suai ccnîcd glad,
aud the fl'wers wcre gay and beautifuil, Lut along the road a
mait, md sliunild Blowhy with a dowvncast leok upun his face,
and DielPie, wdîo lind been gloryiîîg iii thie s-wet sulighit, grev
auddcîily very nîlserable, and tiien ail seemced te grow darhc for
hina, and lis clothes nppearcd more and more wvuiii, anîd hic
boots miorc tîîttcred anid torii even as lie lookecd. StilI, bce was
vcry rcady te take hie hittIe part in life, this sad little
boy with. the tender hîcart. Ohi lie did Nri.4i co, inch. ta3 do
soinethiiag for hie genthe mothier; and ini the grcattcess of huis
thougbt for ber anti lier raresq, lie forgot hie enai miccry on
tic coxamoîl uiîon thînt golden aftcrnooîî.

"If ye chail ask aiiything lu My naine, 1 uill (Io it."
Dickie k-ncw -%rchl wiîesc liante it was, anîd thie , crzi was se,
simple thiat lic knew aise, its fll mcaniug. Aftcr tlîat hie
inother's Nvords a3 she rend on wiere ail uniiecded by hlm, for
hie wholc heart, as it were, hiad goîte eut te that sweet, gracieus
promise. Presently the ri'aiiag %vas over, atid titi., a i reat
tiilaes5 Fcîîied to have fuip îoai tit i mt a,], tîi l)ickic -
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A Ž.c'YTING for excitement. Fuse and feathcrs, goidl lace
and brase battons, drume and trumpets, compose ths

leading idea onu ihich this cuiterprise je urged onwartl. It
gees as steam'ooats on the webtern rivers ge wvheil they are
ranning races. AIl the steani ie raised that cana bu carried on.
AIl available material i ased for fulel, even that ivlîich is
sufficicntiy valuable te, be used for other purposps. As the
steamboat ce, pushied te, a bighi degreu of speed sometioxes
distances ail other competing boats, se <lues our Stinday-school
get ahead of the uther schools of thje neighboarhood. As the
boat boiler somietimes finishies its career by explodiag with an
ingiorioas smash, se is the higi-preesure Suaday-echoo in
danger of collapsing, te the injury of its scholars, and to the
dliegrace of the caase of religion. The tremendoua amnoant cf
cnergy which is cxpended ini getting up extra steam, woaid ho
botter spent la indubtrioasly carryiog on God'e work in a
plainer way.

The ordinary tenehîing exerciùes of the sehool are alloiwed te
be Eubordinate te, the iîxterests of a speecliday, which occurs
once a month, and vhîich je calcd the missionary aftcrîeon,
or once a year, and is cailed the missionary day. -Žot
tiîat the mieeionary cause reccîves any sabbtautial hienefit at
any of thcze times, bait that "-niissionary afterrîoon," or
4 &icisionary day," is a imc which lias a rcîiutabhe sonud.
Tenching and montlily ý-pecchifying are as nothiag, coîuparcd
uith tie grandeur of tic tiiiniversary exerciee, tie crowvning
glury of the year, and thc great event, iviich the chliidrcn
regard very mach as children in the satin and bespaugicd
ivaik of fasliioiiable life regard tho biggest party or hall
which it înay hoctiîeir privihege to, attend during the winter.

The missionary day would secîn te, saggest couic idea of an
iatercet in tho licatheni. This, howcvcr, ie net aut iîîevitabie
constqauco of the recarreuice of that moîîthlyfetv.
M1esirs. Tom, Dick, and Harry, the noted Saadayscîooi
seakers, are prcsent, having been invitcd for the occasion, or
iaving dropped in, in case thiey should ho askcd te makie a

fcw reinarca. They are hecard from, andl the"eiirs
prove te I'e wia<cve -was talîpcrttiost ini tic mnds qf tiioso
geutltmen ; pz.-iaps the iit..ry of George Whîslîingtoa zniu

trac, simple, littie Dickie-climbingo te i ohreke
land laying hie curly hcad upon lier bosom, aeked tremublingly,
"Mother, have you ever askcd in His Dame ?-about father,
Imeani."

" 1Oh, many and many a timo, my darling "; and site boent
over lier littie boy and wcpt.

IBut mother, lie meant it, didt'tHle?" aîîdDickie stroked
the bowed head lovingly with his tmny lingers.

" 1Yee, oh yes ! "
"lThen, niether, Nve'li asic lim again to-night-you pad I,

and ail of us; and oh, mother, it secîns that 1 shall love Josus
ail nîy life if Be'lli only make poor father g!ood." So they
prayed, and Jesas hcard-ayc, and one otiier heard too, board
littie Dickio's words and the mothcr's prayer. He was half
tipsy at the time, but what of that ? God caused the wlio te
8inik deeply into hie lieart. You sce, iear childreu, Gzd's
timie vas corne for the answcr to bu given, and la silence the
work was donc. I cannot tell yoU nOW 01 the good tiînoî
littie IDiekie liait after that, bat tbis I caui say, that the wheole
of his life Nvas as a ghad eong of praise to the goo(l God whit
had donc se much for himi; and up in heaven there is tho
record of many a faithfal prayer froax iodI'e httle once, and
duwîa bere there are many glad littie hearte beeîdee 1îckie's,
wvho bave obtained tie vcry potition they have desired.

lf oaly this world of ours woere a real praying world, things
would be very différent with us ail. Dear children, your
praycrs are as strong with God as those of a big niau, ouhy,
like hittie Diekie, you muet believe that God means wliat Hoe
promises. Pray for yourelves, and for each other, aud il
the answer doe flot conte at tic firet, pray again, aud agaîs,
for God sometimes tries Hie people te see if they reaily belice
in Hini, or whether tbey wvili presently grow tircd of ashang
and forget flia. Ilemember-

Trhou art coming to a King;
arepetitiens with thee bring,

Fo'ar He, grace and power arc sacb,
?%oic an ever aek too mach."
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