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th«T*')uai7 Mid other deparluient* of the

OoTei-^ment with thoM clawe* wUoh wvoured

a little t» niocb, «n the thon pnkllo or'n}o°

of the ooantry, of » feeling cf intflrfering

with tiw iacred pro»ierty in land-whioh look-

ed • little too mnoh towarde • deni»l of tne

filVINB BIOHT OF HiANDLOBDIflM,

which looked » Uttle too much like a praotical

recognition of the motto that pro-

p«rty has iU duties aa weU at its

fjffhts, and it so happened in practice that
|

there were but 100 8ftle«i a year on the aver-

age. < a total of 800, bv the Iwt return J

hare been able to obtain under the provisions

of the land clauses cf the Act of 1870. So,

therefore, you will observe that the Act w«8

wholly defective aa a remedy for the evil»

complained of, and, by expert ar**, was

proved to be r holly inadequat i«m. in

1880, the last Land Act was pass ^ ,undfc con-

tinual pressure, under simiUr pressure in-

creased and aggravated ^7 ,-^««t»; » 8»^**

mea8ur^ but in itself not Ukely to settle .he

great question. I will not discuss the com-

plioate*^ details of that measure; but I wiU say

that ^4asurc which in based upon the i«»un«ls

and founded upon the reason upon wMcli

that measure depends, and which makes

no provision at all for deaUng with cases of

arrears of rents—cannot be regarded .is a final

or satisfactory measure, if there were no other

defect. If yon look at the history of the ills

which preceded that measure, and at the oir-

cumstances of the country, as stated by others,

y6u will see that sush a measure must be to a

Wge extent wholly inadequite and entirely

beyond praotical application towarls inauy, or

most of the grievous cases that can be sup-

posed to exist under it, unless it deals with

Arrears. The most grievous cases will be those

of parties unable to pay their rents. Ho-?,

ever, no one can doubt but that that measure

WM an
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that it was % measure that gave more than was

expected by many, or thought possible to bo

obtained from the Parliament of the Unitea

Kingdom, and nobody can doubt that it waa

obtflned also ttom Parliament only by con-

tinned difficulties. The state of Ireland, as it

had^been, was beaming more aggravated

itill. Things were growing worse

and worse before the adoption of the

last remedial meaaure, and tb« convJotion at

length impressed itself on the United Kingdom

that BuniBthing more must be done to remedy

Jiose evils. But the same fatal errors which

attended the agitation for the introduction of

the previous remedial measurM, attended tbTJP.

It came so late that a large portion of the

benefit—so far as feeling was concensed, aid so

far as the conviction that Ireland could de*

«snd nn the instioe of the Parliament of the

United Kingdom, that tbere was anyproBy»cvif

of an ending to their sufferings—of this last

remedial n sasure h*d wh^ly lort It. S^^J^
say it is M pl»i" «» *>»• d:.y that true sta^

manship pointed t< -arlle.- action, to action

und»r other and dilTerent circnmatancet wh«
a measure, even less thorough going than thtt

one, would hav» produced an ameli«-xtio» in

thrcoAditlon and temper of the peopW ct thft

the time, »n4 under the oircumata^sces and

under the pressure which attended Ita being

carried. Thot is the record of eighty yeait^

MMBDIAI. liBGISLATION FOB laBLAMD.

These are the important land marks of th«

acts for the remedy of wrongs, and the de mj

of instioe that have distinguished British legis-

lation in the past eighty years. Thew. ar»

others, uo doubt, subsidiary wts. It did n^
Uke quite so bug-I forget whether more thaa

r coiplw of Parliamento - to induce the

Parliament of the United Kingdom to p-a •

Sunday closing Act, which was demanded by

the unauimou voice of tLe Irish populabr^,

and was appU.'»bl6 to them t)nly, bn-. wmoh

did not 1^ with the sentimoit. oftlM

British publican, and which, therefore, it w-t

thought wrong to give to the Irish people.

But, it came at last, and minor measures of

this dftioription have come to Ireland ftom

time to time, but tiie laff -"d lmpoit«J

m- umres of iUtesmanship which had agitatea

the public mind are those to which I have re.

ferrred, and which have been accojopllshed

only eft^r the delays and under the circum^

stances I have briefiy stated. Can anybody

wonder then that there should have grown up

early, and that there should continue with aa

ver increasing volume and urgency, a cry for

A MBA8UBK OF HOMK BULB.

Put the question to ourselves. If ''e 1»^ been

tor eiahtv years in the position that thee*

We have been in for that time: if we had to

aritota for one generation for one measure of

Vistioe, for three quarters of a generation tos

the next meaaure, and two-thirde of a genera,

tior *-r the third; if as each of the*e measures

had been obtained, it was due not to-hei».

jgnitaon of tho j latness of our cause, but to

the recognition of the danger of further delay^

whet vould b- -e boen our feelings aiid ho*

earnestly would we have demanded some per-

tiouof wntrolover our affair.? Bw tii^ u

a darker side to the picture tiian that. W^o
remedies were refused, foioe was at the same

time constantly applied. ^^Me you have th.

r:*erable record of remedial Acts w which I

ha.-e referred, you have the record of Amj
Acts, Coercion Acta, Eest.iint of the Frwa

Acts. Suspension of Habeas Corpus Aote, and

all those legislative means of coerciag the peo-

nle pt-aed from time to time with the utmost

freedom by the same ParUament which Wflrt

Sve'bMroniyJM^oe to the people. I dc
1


