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SAINT JOHN,

PROVINCIAL ROADS,

The Telegraph has frequently attacked the highway
policy of the Hazen Government. No defence of the
Robinson Government in this particular is ever attempt
edy the Leader of the Opposition himself admitting that
the Highway Act under which the roads of the country
werPe mairtained by his own Government and of his
fmuvediate predecessors was a dire failure. During
the campalgn of 1908 Mr. Robinson told the electors
whenever he addr rural constituency that he
would amend the road law. He did not =ay how, nor
has_he qffered any suggestion gince he became Leader
of the Opposition that would be worthy of considera-
tion by anyone having the slightest knowledge of road
conditions in thi rovinee.

Mr. Hazen d the same canfpaign promised to
repeal the existi w, if he were returned to power,
and his first offi act was to carry out this pledge.
While the House was considering the bill in 1908 and
other amendments in 1909, Mr. Robinson and his party
put up a purely teehmical and .|mli(}~'ul fight. They
had no suggestions to make. They did not defend the
old law, but they criticized the new law without in any
way suggesting any change that would be an improve
ment, In short Mr. Robinson admitted that the law
which Mr. Hazen repealed had worked badly, but he
had no suggestion to offer by which conditions could be
improved.

There are over. 12,000 miles of highway in New
Brunswick, the maiutenance of which is a partial charge
on the treasury of the provinee. It will be readily
seen that it is not possible for any government with only |
limited means at its disposal to macadamize such al
stretch of road. The best that can be done is to keep
the roads in such condition that transport will be made
as easy as possible, New Brunswick is a hilly coun-
try, and this makes it all the more difficult to keep
the roads in repair or to haul as heavy loads as are
possible in level countr

But it is not so mueh for transportation of freight
that large expenditures demanded on the roads, as
by those who seek emjoyment in automobiles It is
the wealthy of this class of véhicle who
is crying out about the roads The farmer knows that
be must go down in his pocket if he is to have dustless
roads. Th automobile owner does not have to con-

ssed a

are

owner new

sider ways and means to the same extent, and his
voice is being constantly heard in what was ouce known
as the “good roads” movement.

To comply with the demands of those who want
@éven the trunk roads of the province macadamized would
¢all for a eapital expenditure of $12,000,000, and to
maintain such roads would require practically the whole
revenue of the province. Such roads can only be se-
cured by di taxation i while it would be right
for the Covernment to sist in their building, it Is
impractical to think about it under existing conditions.

Where polities have not interfered with the ad
ministration of the ITazen Highway Act, it has proved
a much better law than its predecessor. At least the
people know that ihe money appropriated for road work
has been spent for that purpose. Political interference,
fortunately, has not been very widespread, but has
been confined to comparatively small areas. The re-

sult is that today the roads of the province show a very
decided improvement over three years ago, and no doubt
will continue to improve, as the people pli\(ﬂ(.d”\ have
the whole m »r in their own hands,

As in every other department of the administration
the expenditures of the Hazen Government on the roads

have been larger than those of Mr. Robinson and his
friends. Not because, ag Mr. Robinson claims, the
Hazen Qovernment is extravagant, but because it has

had the momey to spend and has spent it where it
would do the people the most good. Instead of ex-
t;avaxunce. the Hazen Government has practised econ-
omy where there should be economy. The travelling
éxpenses of its members have been reduced about $2,000
below the figure expended for this purpose by Mr. Robin-
son. The departmental contingencies have been greu(
1y ecut down, and the extras which were constantly be-
ing demanded by members of the old Government have
been cut out altogether. This with an honest collgetion
of the revenue has given the Hagen Government a
quarter of & million more to spend on useful public
services, to say nothing of the increase in the Domin-
ion subsidy which began in 1947,

To make good the charge of extravagance which Mr,
Robinson has so frequently made against Mr, Hazen
he must prove that the Government has expended be-
yongd its income, and this he has entirely failed to prove.
Mr. Hazen has not added to the taxes of the people of

province in any way. He has placed in the
treasury what formerly went for political purposes to
Réep Mr. Robinson and his friends in power. It is
Becsuse of this that Mr. Hazen has more to spend on
roads and bridges than any other government of this

In 1905 the old Government spent $79,487.60 on the
roads, In the following year their expenditures were
$76,13461. These were years preceding the Highway
Act which Mr. Hazen repealed. In 1907 the old Gov-
_ernment had to provide for the whele road expenditure
©of the province 'as the assessment which they levied
through the mumicipalities was not collected umtil the
fall, when the road work Had all been done. The
cost of the roads for that year was $194,313.59. The

ar following the Government. expenditure on the roads
$107,981.83.  This was the year of the change
aid to some extent the conditions were

- lment for this purpose, -

In road making, as lnnllmunpomntbmom
of the public service, the Hazen Government has proved
its wisdom and llty. The province has & good
Highway Act. been, generally speaking, wisely
sdministered, and un pmhdﬂ contributions for the.
nymotm-urvmmm Up to the present time
neither the T h mor Mr. Robl hus suggested
any hnp!ovommh in the law, er what tholr policy 'is
concerning road improvement in New Brunswick. The
people would rather hear something along this line
than listen to the continuous faultfinding, which seems
to be Mr. Robinson’s only polioy at present.
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PLACING THE R“ESPONN!".ITY.

The refusal of the Dominion Government to appoint
a Royal Commission to investigate the affairs of the
Farmers’ Bank, has brought prominently to the front
the alternative now being considered by the share
holders—an action charging negligence against Hon.
W. 8. Fielding, members of the Finance Department,
and the Treasury Board, who took part in granting the
charter., A review of the correspondence in regard to
the Farmers' Bank, recently presented by the Monetary
Times, leaves no doubt as to where the responsibility
rests,

Immediately after the issuing of the certificale to
the institution, Sir Edward Clouston wrote to the Finance
Department pointing out that there was every evidence
of fraudulent practices being carried on, and urging that
“if only for the protection of the public,” the Treasury
Board should exercise its right to refuse to issue a
certificate until it had made a thorough investigation.
The department's reply was mmplv tbﬁt» the certificate
had been issued,

Sir Edward’s letter \va\ recehe«l on the very day,
it seems, that the certificate had gone out, It could
have been cancelled-before the bank could start in
business. - After that there wer® six different warn-
ings from responsible parties that dishomesty was ram-
pant, Ome of these came from the manager of the
branch at Milton, peinting out that hig general manager
was forcing him to do something Which he held was
clearly contrary to the Bank Act. But the bank,

continue its robbery until death came by its-own actions.
There was a very widespread feeling at the time
of the collapse that the larger banks were responsible
to a considerable extent in forcing this small insti-
tution to the wall. It is clear from the letter of Sir
BEdward Clouston, as president of the Bankers’' Asso-
ciation, that this is quite incorrect. He did all that
was possible for him to do and at a time when the
department could easily have acted on his advice. Once
they had failed to take any notice of his warning, there
was nothing for him to do, but let the looters of the
public proceed to the inevitable end. The blame is
wholly with the Government and it cannot be shifted to
other shoulders.

—————————————

A POOR EXCUSE.

The latest: and most ingenious excuse for Mr.
Fielding's acceptance of the $120,000 gift from bheneficiar-
jes of the Government, and his concealment of the givers’
names, is reserved for tiw Boston Transeript. It de-
clares that he was justified in accepting this sum, and
would be justified in taking anything more that such
good friends might choose to give him, and that the
names of the donors were withheld and should be with-
held from him for the protection of the donors them-
selves.

For, says the Transcript, so high a sense of honor
dominates Mr. Fielding that if the names were known
to him he would straightway proceed to demonstrate its
compelling force by in the first place refusing any just
demands made by them for legislation or other action
in any particular, and would even bhe impelled to in-
troduce legislation to deprive them of rights and privil-
eges they now enjoy. Such action would be taken by

{Mr. Fielding to demonstrate to the people of Canada

that the gifts did hot influénce his legislative or ad-
ministrative acts.

That is an argument meore ingenious than effective.
Boiled down it means that the Ficlding conscience was
so troubled by the initial gift-taking by the minister
that it needed to be soothed by the commission of in-
justice against the givers. But the commission of an
injustice to another would surely outrage a sensitive
conscience, Wounded once, and bleeding, would the
Fielding conscience be healed of its trouble by inflicting
upon it fresh wounds? The Transeript, or some other
of Mr. Fieldlng’s new-found United States friends, must
try again.

THE MEANING OF IT,

Just how the Reciprocity agreement is expected ta
work in the United States is well shown by the follow
ing extract from the Minneapolis Journal, whieh says:—

“We stand at the parting of the ways, One path
“leads to practical, if not political union with Canada,
“and the development of the entire North American con-
“tinent as the heritage and the possession of a great
“and free people.

“The other path leads to the hardening into two
“distinct political entities, two hostile, or at least jun-
“sympathetic, peoples om this continent. It leads to
“a closer relation between Canada and Great Britain.
“It means the carrying out of Joseph Chamberlain’s great
“dream of a British Imperial federation, bound together
‘no less by trade than by sentiment, with preferential
“tariffs on either side, with Canada taking the place of
“the United States as chief purveyor of food products
“and manufactured articles to Great Britain,

“Today England is our best customer and Canada
“our third best. But our foreign trade wanes, and that
“of Canada grows. If we push Canada into England’s
“arms, the trade arrangements between the two will tend
“more and more to shut us out.

“How long will our trade with these two customers
‘“last it Reciprocity fails? Our Canadian trade must
“drop off as the West and East channels of her com-
“merce are scoured by use, and Canada will more amnd
“meore supply English needs in our stead.”
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Greater Speed

Quick Returns —

RAW FURS and SKINS

Send your collections to
REVILLON FRERES

EBTABLIGNED 1723

The Leader in the world's
Fur Trade.

134 ot 136 MeQNI Street, Mentreal
Ou FRICE LIST FREE
for the asking
WE PAY EXPRESS CHARGES

Rich
as Cream

Make a regular meal-
time habit of this
palate-tempting

beverage

Absolutely pure, mild,mellow
and delicious. It

especially good for
people who don't
sleep well. Order
some to-day. 22

At all
Dealers

JOHN

LABATT
OF LONDON, CANADA

Parties in Scott Act Localities sup
7lied for personal use. Write 8t. John
\gency, 20-24 Water Street.

A C. SMITH & GO.

WHOLESALE

Hay, Oats

Millfeeds

Choice White Middiings and
Manitoba Oats now on hand

[

Telephones West 7-11 and West 81,

\\EST il JORN N B.

Will Be Mir!d.
Lt. Col. Andrew J. Armstrong, sen-
jor ordnance officer of military dis-
trict No. 8, who has been in charge
of the ordnance department here since
jts organization, has been granted
three months’ leave of absence com-
mencing on Feb, 1st. At the end of the
three months he will go on the retir-
ed list. His successor has not yet
been announced, and in the meantime
the work of the department is being
carried on by Conductor Sulis,

The Clifton House
A. H. Hanington, K. C., has pur
chaged the Clifton House propert
from Thomas Dean. Negotiations for
the sale of this property have been
going on for some time, and the deal

Shaker

98c. Pair

at this low price

West End

Blankets

If you want a pair come quick
as we have only afew pairs

E. 0 PARSONS,

STANDARD

The New

Greater Accuracy

- UNDERWOOD

TYPEWRITER
o=

FHNE MACHINE YOU WIlA EVENTUALLY BUY.

Srunswick,

United Typewriter Co., Limited,
ST. JOHN, N. B.

.

THE ASSOCIATED BOARD
of the

e B N DB

London, England

the British Empire,
Patran—His Majesty the King.

cal Music and Theory
1911,

offered annually.
Syllabus,

tained on application to

M. WARING DAVIS,
87 Shuter Street,

RCYAL ACADEMY OF MUSIC
ROYAL COLLEGE OF MUSIC,

For local examinations In Music in

The annunal examinations in Practi-
will be held
throughout Canada in May and Junme,

An Exhibition valuoe about $500 is
Music for the Esxamina-
tions and all particulars may be ob-

Montreal, (Resid

Office Supplies

Wire Waste Paper Baskets
Shannon Files and Binding Cases
Blank Books of every description
ijewutmg Papers, Cartbon Papers

BARNES & CO., LTD.

84 Prince William S8treet.

of Stook.

SINCLAIR’S,

e o
Boot and Shoe Repairing
Haye Us Repair Your Boots With the Best
All Work Done by Hand,
No Fancy Prices. Everything Done Promptly

65 Brussels St.

Secretary for Canada.)

history.

January 3rd.

We wish to thank
the public heartily
for the most pros-
perous year in our

We will begin our
44th year, Tuesday,

*Phone 543.

Specials

CHOICE LETTUCE (Large Heads), CELERY,
RHUBARB, FLORIDA GRAPE FRUIT,

SWEET POTATOES,

F. E. WILLIAMS CO., LTD.

BEST GRADE =
C. 0. D. or Cash with Order

SAVE $1.00 PER TON

COAL--$4.75 Per Ton--1400 Load $3.50

ALL PURPOSES
- Phone Main 1172

The Canadian Coal Corporation of N. B. Limited.

TRY

Duval’s

17 Waterloo St.

Coal

American Anthracite,
Scotch Anthracite,

in Bbls. and Half Bbls.
JAMES PATTERSON,

Herring

No. 1 Ripling and Shelburne Herring

19 and 20 South Market Wharf.
8t John. N. B,

Reserve.

Low Prices, Prompt De’fvery,
Modern Méthods.

R.P.&W.F. STARR, Ltd.

49 Smythe St 226 Union 8t

Oysters and Clams
The Very Best
Opened or in the shell, at
J.' Allan Turner’s

"Phone, 1049. 12 Charlotte St.

Canned Blueberries

Pumpking and Plumes 10c a ecan.

and -ppoﬂur.
For Sale By

is now about completed, except for
the drawing up of the t deeds,

Mr. Hanington, when asked today
about his pluu. refused to discuss
the 3! the purchase

(Montreal Star.)
Maryland has revived the whipping-post for wife-
| beaters, and now when the old man goes home and
finds dinnmer an hour late, he sits down at the plano and
sings “Blessed Be the Tie That Binds” instead of barking
around the kitchen with a razor strop in his hand.

' (Quebec Daily Telegraph.)
Curling is the ideal sport for ladies.
look well handling an iron or a hroom.

They always

e e et

(Toronte Telegram.)

1807, although there had been & change

‘Are you a covtinentalist or a Canadian?

price. The purckno does not include
the business and furnishings.

Court.

Fredericton, Feb. 24—Judge Bar-
ry was the only judge present when
the supreme court met this morning.
There were no common motions made.
The judge sonounced that he had re

Medicated Wines

In Stock——A Consignment of
Jerez-Quina Medicated Wines
indorsed by the Medical Faculty
Prepared with choice and select
wines from the Jerez District, Quina
Calisaya and other bitters which con.
tribute towards its effect as a tonic

RICHM!D SULLIVAN & CO.

phone Main 839. 44 & 46 Dock 8t.

Hard Wood

At Bargain Prices _

$2.00 PER LOAD

Broad Cove soft, and Scotch Hard

g::v'r'lp:l'; ¢ ivered. o
G. S. COSMAN & CO.
238240 PARADISE ROW.
Telephone 1287.

pies, etc.

At Chas. A. Clark’s
Phone 803, 18 Charlotts 8¢,

(Clapboards and Shingles
Ruberoid Roofing

Soft Coals

\ﬂll‘ﬂ

Wines, Ales and

M. & T. McGUIRE,

m./lnaukfnmlm
b-tmmln Canada very Old Ryes,
Stout. Imported and

Domestic l?ﬂ-
11 and 15 WATE® 8T. Tel 6578

NOW LANDING—Scotch Ell
Spl

Cove, Joggine—all good coals.
JAMES 8. McGIVERN,
331 Charlotte and 5 MIll Streets.
Tel. 42 and 97.

and
int Coals, alse 'Sydney, Broad

HARD COAL

By

FOR YOUR SELF-FEEDER

street (near Smythe St.).
Tol. Main 504 and Main 676,
)

Get Triple X Lehigh

It lasts the longest and makes the
most heat. Sold only by GISBBON &
CO., 8}/ Chariotte Street and 1 Union

Take the place of apples for making-
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