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Editorial Notes.

“The article beginning on page 6, entitled
‘Acadia College in Relation to the Northwest, is by
Professor Tufts of Acadia. By an over-sight his
name does not appear in coniection with it:

“In accordance with an intimation inade last
week, this week's issue of the MESSENGER AND V18-
1ToRr is made a special number, devoted largely to
the interests of mission work in the North West:
The articles by \upgrmtcndent Mellick and others
well-qualified by personal knowledgé to write on the
subject, afford muen information as to the progress
and needs of the work, and present its claims in a
These articles should receive a

"

forcible manner,
careful reading.
—Dr. ‘Ashmore, of Swatow, China, writing in
reference to a tour he had just made of the mission
stations under his superintendency, says that the
whole trip had been gratifying in an unusual degree.
Progress made in all these years is most apparent,
The members stand more solidly on the foundation
that is laid; they are giving their means quite as
freely as most of them are able; they take pleasure
in the stones of Zion. Dr. Ashmore is not able to
tramp round among the hills as freely as he once
could for he is getting old, but what he can do, he
says, is attended with greater pleasure than ever,
—The late Dr. J. N, Mnrdoek, long time seeretary
of the A. B. M. "Union, was not himself a writer of
books, but it appears that he materially assisted in
the introduction to the world of at least one book
which achieved a very considerable measure of
popularity. A biographical article which appears
in the April number of the Baptist Missionary
Magazine states that when Dr. Thompson had offered
Harpers the MS. of *‘ The Land and the
Book,'' their regular reader had rejected it. On the
advice of George William Curtis, howéver, the MS,
was submitted to Dr. Murdock who, having read it,
in favor of its pnblication.
The book was again read by the regular reader who
again gave a decided opinion against ii, Dr. Mar-
dock was requested to look the book over a second
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pronounced decidedly

time, bnt he replied that he had read it and had
given his opitiion. The Harpers decided to publish
the book, and the world knows how triumphantly
Dr. Murdock'’s judgment in the matter was vindi-

cated. After this Dr. Murdock was offered a position
as literary adviser to one of the largest publishing
nouses in the country, which, it is said, would have
been worth to him at least $10,000 a year.

—The United States Senate has again heen wrest-
ling with the Arbitration treaty.. It seems probable
that the treaty will be adopted in some form, but it
is likely to be in a form so altered by amendments
from that in which it was originally submitted, that
so far as the more important questions for arbitra-
tion are concerned, it can be a matter of little conse-
quence whether the treaty is adopted or mot. It
appears to be the aim of the opposing Senators to re-
strict the application of the treaty as much as pos-

sible. It may be, however, that the loss to the cause
of arbitration by such restriction would be rather
apparent than real, since the treaty in its original
form afforded no adequate means for the settling of

questions which might be likely to become directly
causes of war. Much, however, will be gained if an
international court is established for the speedy
settlement of small matter, which,  if unsettied. are
wont tocontinue to he sources of irritatiost, promot-
fing mutual ill-feeling and rendering the amicable
settlement of ‘matters of. graver importance more
difficult. The habif too of settling disputes by arbi-
tration would in itself be wholesome. Nationswhich
have agreed to leave all theis' minor disputes to

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

peaceful arbitration will be the less likely to commit
greater matters to the arbitrament of war. What«
ever the Senate may do with the treaty, there seems
to be abundant evidence that the most intelligent
men of the country of all professions are by a great
majority in favor of the adoption of the truty in its
entirety.

~European despatches during the past week have
seemed to indicate a condition of uncertainty among
the powers as to the policy to be pursued towards
Greece. There has been a personal interview be-
tween Lord Salisbury and M. Honataux, the French
Minister of Foreign Auairs, which may of may not
have had much significance, as the British Prime
Minister is spending some weeks in the South of
France, on account of his health it is said. The
news of fresh atrocities in Armenia has tended to in-
crease the indignation against the Turk, which has
been still further inflamed by representations of
the Sultan that his governmental policy has the
support of the great powers who are employing co-
ercive measures against Greece to compel her with-
drawal from Crete. The popular feeling in opposition
to any stronger measures of coercion against Greece
is believed to be strong in France, and no doubt is
still stronger in the British Isles. It has seemed
that the concert of Europe in reference to affairs con-
nected with Crete was about to fall to pieces. At
the same time, the latest despatches would appear to
indicate that the powers have some confidence in
their ability to carry out their policy toward Crete
and preserve the peace between Greece and Turkey.
These nations are requested to preserve a meutal
zone on their common frontier, and their failure to
comply with this request is to be followed by a
blockeade of their respective ports.

—The second session of Canada’s eighth parlia-
ment opened on Thursday, the 25th inst. The speech
from the throne foreshadows a number of important
matters, which will demand serious consideration,
and will give scope for those large powers of discus-
sion and oratory with which a Canadian Parliament
never fails to be endowed, The speech opens with
grateful allusion to the evidences of the people’s loy-
alty and affection for their-Queen,seen in their eager-
ness to enter into plans for the celebration of the
diamond jubilee, in a manner worthy of the joyous
event. Reference is also made to  the prompt
and generous efforts of the Canadian peo-
ple toward relieving the distress of their fellow-sub-
jects in India, so severely oppressed by famine, The

settlement of the Manitoba School question forms*

the subject of a paragraph, and the hope is express-
ed that the present session will see the end of that
troublesome business. A measure for the revision
of the tariff with the purpose of making the fiscal
system of the country more generally acceptable is
promised ; also a bill abolishing the present Domin-
ion Franchise Act, and adopting in its stead the
Franchise Acts of the several provinces. The work
for the enlargement of the St. Lawrence canals will,
with the approval of parliament, be pushed forward
to completion—in 1898. .Arrangements have been
made, which, if parliament approves, will secure the
extension of the Intercolonial railway to Montreal.
In the interests of the agricultural industry,the Gov-
ernment has undertaken to provide a system of cold
storage, and will present to Parliament contracts in
connection therewith,: A measure is promised pro-
viding for holding aDominion plebiscite on the
question of prohibition. The hope is indulged that
a satisfactory settlement of the long delayed Behring
Sea claims is cbout to be reached. The address in
reply to the Speech was moved by Mr, Russell, the
member for Halifax, and seconded by Mr. Ethier, of
Two Mountains, Que., and the debate on the speech
was continued by Sir Charles Tupper, Mr. Laurier,
Mr. Foster, Sir Richard Cartwright and others.

Xanx

Peter and Other Disciples.
. In conneétion with the Bible lesson for next Sun-
day foutpuums are mentioned.. Others also come
into view in an impersonal wny, but four only are
spoken of by name. These are Peter, the apostle ;

a certain man of Lydda, named&nua & woman
named Tabitha,
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heart, and
: answering |
of Joppa. If we direct our attention to M persons charity wh
especially to see what manner of persons the, are and supery
and what types of character they may stand for, we speeclies, th
cannot fail to ‘.M m nlunh‘le instruction from is not to be
this passage. 5 s is inspir
Peter is an old acquaintance. We should knoy alle
him well. Strange experiences have come to him life
since Jesus called himn from the fishing boat to be. that
come an apostle and surnanied him ‘‘the man of another's
rock." Life has broadened for simonclnea he came and practica
to know Jesus of qumm of God. Once | 0Of Simon
his business was to catch fish now it is to Bave men, probably a]
and Peter's horizon will ‘mmm and the business of
universe seem vaster as he continties in thn«:hml of among that

Christ. Knowing what we do of Peter; we are not nial d

cere

surprised to find him eﬂm“ he hwtﬂd in 9 a tanner hae
this passage. He is doing that which hehas learned | the gospel o
of his Divine Master—going about doing good. We know about
may see in him a type of the Christian missionary So long as th
or minister, carrying to men the méssage of God ag | Christ what !
contained in the fulness of the blessing of Christ’s | with : and o
gospel.  Peter was ot going ‘through the country Him how el
for purposes of trade, or exploration or study, he “ respectable
was not in search of wealth or fame or pleasure, | the consciene
Nor had he come to dispense wealth in the ordinary is no gospel |
sense of the term. He had, doubtless, as little of of repentance
silver or gold as he had when he and John met the |
Jame man at the Beautiful Gate of the Temple. But | The Duty
now, as then, he had, by the grace of God, giftsto -
bestow too great to be valued in silver and gold. He
might say in his Master's name,—‘‘ I am come that BY REV. ¥, M,
they might have life and that they might Eaveit
abundantly.” The power of his Divine Master was We boast of
with him to minister strength to the paralytic and ness congigty |
even fo give life to the dead. ‘But it would bea or nation is th
mistake to fasten our attention on these miracles as ightly directe
the things of special significance.in this lesson and 1098, ApaY
in Peter’s ministry. The healing of a paralytic, or from Cox
even the bringing back to life one that had been | the proportion
dead are matters of relatively small importance in JE Thc roportié
comparison with the fact that many of those who upon the extes
were suffering from & spiritmal paralysis or were haracter o
dead in sin received the word of salvation and were of Him. 1f fol
" 'made spiritually and eternally alive in Christ. The can lay cladm ¢
preacher of the gospel, however humble he may be, may be conside
who is 8o presenting the truth as it is in Jesus that ith Indi
men and women are being saved is doing a greater J England, just ¢
work than he would be if every day he was healing ledge of the tiy
some Zneas of his paralysis or raising some Tabitha as regards its N
from the dead. ful to the old']
The case of Zneas is one which may well arrest in and |
our attention, not so much because of the miraculons receive, the spis
character of his healing as because of the fact and Anticipation i
the condition of it and the power which madc him especially g0 ag
whole, Doubtless Peter had met on his journey North West, I
many sick and diseased persons whom he had no those who come
commission to heal. But the apostle knew that for having come, to
this man healing was possible, and ‘the gracious and these made
word was promptly spoken. . Is it necessary to ask | i upply th
why healing was possible for Zineas and not for command
others.  Was it not that in this man therc was | ;”"’ ses unto 1
faith,—faith in the Lord’s willinigness and powerto N /< e
heal, and a believing, grateful heart to appropriate = \1:itn¢i
the blessing that was offered? When Christ is pre dea’ ‘ou
sented to the view of faith, there will always be 2 Utermost pargg. !
miracle of healing,—not always indeed phsicl ntil recer
healing, but, that which is greater, a communicatios | i iggya lt
of spiritual life; which is the thing of suprenc im- cal g
portance, as well as the earvest and prophccy of it the la;
petfect soundness in every force ahd faculty of the S 11\ niles ?f t!
Y people,
bel’l?g Noah h:q :mxi)m&l‘
abitha or Dorcu, whom Peter'was permitted o the ‘gl
call back from death, is one whose life afordsd, aviang ag
beautiful example of practical sympathy and devo Sggg " "!ins. By
tion to others. She was surely one who had dont Twi de up fro
what she could. ' She had so used her opportunities S the |\ ‘r‘:;leclm
as to make her lite helpful to the needy and to wit S vouny 1cpy wx:
the love of many. She may not have been a very SR "riablc the angy
“talented " woman ; she may have had as lttlt m?,‘n‘l Poy,
ability’ as she had opportunity for organizio erusale. ““‘;‘g of I
societies, for addressing public meetings and agitat: :vfe‘
ing for moral and political reforms, But the lack of S 21ds of ‘r‘devout
omhiiﬂu which her modern sisters enjoy "‘ :;f" ’,"‘l 4 f;’eset
not Bether into t;:‘tlzi
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