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A CONGESTED CHURCH
A STUDY OF A cuarTER THE HISTORY
OF THE FIRST BAITIST CHURCH AT JERE
BALEM.

The eighth chapter of the Acts of the
Aposiles indicates that a crisis has
arrived in the history of the firmt Bap
tist church of Jerusalem. F

backward she had to go, in = e
with & natural law in the sp wl
world. The marchbing orders of her
Lord were full sud clesr ; and albngsid
His commund He bad placed s pro:
of power from on bigh. Obediencs
His Jast mersage would ensure lif
growth ; dis bedience would invite
and decrenss

To the five haodred believers wii
saw the resurrected body of cur Lord
three thousand were added on the day
of 'enteoost. o the fourth chapter of

Acts five thousand men were converted
and in the sixth chapter we resd The
number of disciples multiplied In Jeru
salem greatly, and a greal company of

priests were obedient to the faith
gether there could pot have been many
less than ten thousand members in the
rusalem, who had wil
0
Tois churc grown to be apower
ful organizat erically, and it is
quite probable t great company |
of priests " bro to the churgh &
good deal i ability, Certain
1 gives ev.dence that

Here was & chu

bers and capaci and ide lay
opportunily and

Our rd's commisel Hia dis- |
cipies waa: “ Go ye the e and make
disciples of ali the nations, baptizing
them ioto the name of the Father snd
of the Bon and of the Holy Ghoet
Now was this great charch soswering
the ¢nd for which its members bad been
Ol d r had rgotlen
oV soked or misunc our Mas
ter's final charge, * G
all the world sod pr

every creature

Lookiog st that cb
four strong characterisy
pacit

{ maand, we
cannot Loluk that 1t was an impossibie
task 1o carry out the comminsion. Here
was & great body elievers, baptized:
organized and vital with the life of
1t possessed the light of the gospel, the

opportun

ocomfort of the Holy Ghost, snd was
ministered 10 by preschems of the Mas
ter's selecting and tradning ide
thet e was & world of pedple, i

» ar sliadow
world were a few mii
hesy idea sbout s |

and many millions

is and steeped o vices
nly the power of Christ
an, unfolded by our Loxd

e pl
in His preaching, waa that the light was
) be commitied &

it emoit it upon bers.  Admidt the
light, then ecmil the light ; yoo, admit
the light, then emit the light ; thia pro-
ceas of reception and radistion to oon
tinue until our Lord should have “ih
heathen for His lnberitance and th

uttermost parta of the esrth for His pos-

gession is to go-on 4l “the earth
Whall be of the knowledge of the
Lord as the waters cover the sea.

The not ment of Christ's purpose |
by His rede ed church wt Jerusalem
suggesta that & crisls had come in ite |

that must 6 watobed
by the inhabi
10 bring the
oto all the worl e the great
problem that had to be salved by the
great Head ¢ church. 1n the sb
sence of a arely  woldwnda vement
on the part of the ohure salem
£ roes must be b sday
Christ must see of the travadl His
soul and be satinfiod | and the socoumn
Latesd mbilivies of & gremt bhost of bliod
bought men snd women miost be used
for phio apecific purpose for whiboh He
founded His churc

The crinie bind arvived when thore was
n ehojoe weeni two Wervible o s lromes
Lo let the o reb die thirough insotd vity
® W0 permil, possibly sroose, & grest
e sgatoal the ohureh, o w

ristinsie alf over the land

~ npiiabing & palnful
neoesaity whet cught 4o bave been st
tadued Lt Tt | what oughi
L0 bay the mighty
riot | in the besrts of
thos s OChiristinne. In the Int
erve we res And st that time there
war & grest mmocath agadt the
burch whioh was st Jerusalem
they wer scattered abroad thr

Lt g lone des and Sam
exoept L s ation With surprising
suddenniess, and through s most
looked for method, wes Ulirdat’s fdea of
the Caristian courch realized. 1t was &
painful experience | @ early Clhris
tians 10 be 8o un. at onoe

ut * foto all the w bt it
wonderfal illoeteal of our

soswer (o Betan during the

by ees Lemplation, when Jesus sald
“Get thee « Batan, for it is written, |
Thou shalt worsbilp the Lord thy God
and Him o alt thou serve.” Por |
4 mecalog the church

wors - were distributed
noes of the earth
lustestion of that fine |
parable in Deut. 82 1112 As an |
eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth |
over her young, spreadeth abroad her |
Keth:  themi, beareth them on |
8 80 the Lord alone did lead

him, ar ere ‘was no strange god with
him The spiritual eaglets bad fledged
their feathers, and had been in the nest
loog encugh. Persistent indulgence

must be followed by breaking up the
n;t, mid‘-xpomng ils ocoupants Lo self
effort and & wider sphere. H
givine permission, Hpmt il
@ persecution accomplished what gent-
ler methods fafled to attain. 425
‘What a refreshing contrast the fonrth
verse presents, as we place it beside the
ousand

monster church of near ten th
members! “Toerefore they that were

ward or |

| some hiaving & five days’ walk before
iAbem, some longer than that by bost. We

men that they [Ahan forty were hesthen. To many of

| but the grester part of these

| member for objects

aud Bamaria, exeept the apostl:s.” - Those
whose special voostion bad been to
| preach the Word, by & praiseful provi-
| dence, were allowed to remain in Jeru:
| galem. The tourth verse reads, “ They
| that were scattered abroad went every-
| where predching the Word ' —saggest-
| ing that fn the absence of the apostolic
| preachers, every man became & preacher.
| Instead of tuelve apostles ministering to
| { pear ten thoussnd members,

chreh «
1"-1 y thousand evangelists ‘were
thrust § w world, 1o presch Carist
|t miltions of the periabing beathen.

ouly ten per cent. of them were ss
able aa Poiitp, it was & grand day for

both the church and the world when
the firm of prsecution raged around
Ferusalem, sod drove ont the Christisns
| from their comfortable homes. Frod
y onward the Master's plan for
lizipg the nations was put ioto
tee - the charch swoke to the sub-
| mity er mission and w the Lord’s
| idea of multiplication, which is not by
| ageregation, but scatleralion.
! wl';«;‘.{l;vn splendid success among the
| much despised Samaritans ; the baptism
of the j«t black Ethiopian eunuch; the
sdmisston of converted Cornelius into
thie bitherto Jew Cbristian church ; the
comversion of the unigue *BSaul of
| Tarsus," and the planting of churches
| all overthe then known world, even unto
were events that followed in
rapid succession the scattering of that
big church at Jerusalem. Tois seems
ark & great departure in the
e ehurch ; and who &kmong
praising God for the
t over-turning and out-
« saints who were nested
t Who would not be will-
| iog through the fire of a fierce per-
| secution, to come forth all aglow with &
| turpiug z ol for the sslvation of men
and the glory of God

Rome

A KAREN ASSOCIATION.

L'uis is Monday morning, January 16
I'ie uasociation, which has been in ses
sion since Thursday morning, concluded

| is meetiogs laet pight, and nearly all
the vipitors are on their way homewards,

leave by bost by the night's tide and
hope o reach home in two days

T'nis gathering has been to us of more
than usual inoterest. It was ipvited,
and bas been entertained, by two small
ohurches about fifteen miles apart and
d by me sa pastor. Fifteen years
re was not one disciple in all this
We began work by sending
boys from the town school o teach dur
ing vacation. The seed sprung up and
now there are fifty church members
Many otbhers have heard the truth and
we oonfidently expect to aeeall these
K arens at last gathered in

Wheo an fuvitation ceme {rom these
churches last year we thought they
were attempting too much, but they
bave been fully cqual 1o the cocssion
Binoe, Thursday they have fed more than
three mmdyu{ pecple and there has
been lack of nothing. Of these, more

these, snd & few others perhaps, an seso-
ciation means what Thanksgiving meant
W the New Eagland small boy —*“estin’*';

sgether with an earnest desire to devise
means 1o do the Master's work, aotl. all
heir deliberations b been character-
ized by that object. Although the: rice
crop is the poorest this year we have
ever known, the contributions have been
Lhe largest, averaging nearly a dollar a
outside their own

looal expenses. :
It is interesting Lo notice, from year to
year, some improvement in the wa
these people do things, as also in thy
general  appeamnce.  Formesly the
booth erected for the meetings had a
seal or two for the misslonaries, but the
people st on the ground. Now all are
provided with k seats of bamboo in
regular rows, n:‘f looking tasteful and
plossant. Again, visivas sat on their
heels at low tables and ate their food on
phoces of the bark of teees.  Now long
Hom of tables wre made under the
spronding trees, with & row of sests on
oach side, and plates and oy are
furndsbed for all. Of course rnha,
apoots, ele., are yol uuknown, but they
may appesr sny day ; and_tableclothe
and papkioe in due e,  The
anoe of the oongregation has t}m
tmproved. Ry #s dress is conoerned
there is. noth
fantidions. T

the osse.  For iy it was emough to
ke the preacher “lose the theead of
bis discoume,” w0 look st the array of
hiideoualy filthy mouthe that confront-
of bim. Now, among the Christians

AL least, such & mouth e rarely seen.
Long hadr on men's beads, tied in & koot
@ the tp and smesred with . rancid
anut oll, bhas gone out of fashion,
and balr cut after Earopean style has
come in —a most desirable change

The support of the town school and

oate Of the weak churches ook the st
tention of the sssocistion most of the
tme Foe younger men made s vig
rous ef

a0 have a man give ali his
tme to work smong the little groups
of Christianes without pastoral care—a
kind of Atwood Coboon done up in
EKaren; but as thelr scheme involved
providing some support for such A man
tle older pastors objected. They thought
each pastor should look after the desti-
tute iu his vicinity —that is within 1ifty
miles or 8o all around him. We are
living over the days of the Hardings
snd Dimecks and Tuppers, when
parishes bad o bounds.  Perhaps the
tme has not come for s change. Bat
in this district, where a missionary can-
Dot travel more than two or three months
in the year with safety, and even a
Karen not nearly all the time, some
Christians are wﬁiom visited and some
heathen never. But“the years roll on
and the number of Mmj‘nfywctkendou
not ease, or does not outnumber

those who fall into sin-—as four of ounrs | lik

bave done the past year—or are taki
away by death. The ranks of the “akn
ers for the evil one are always fall, how-
ever. “Pray ye the Lord of the harvest.”
Tavoy, Feb. 6.—We._arrived home
from the jangle January 18, and have
#inoe been {ll with fever and cold. Ave
now a little better, but far from well.
Nine deaths from cholera in town the
past As the hot weather is
;muhnndnl-hynomlphl-n\
outlook. We feel fairly safe on our hill.

H. Morgow,

SIGHTS AND SOUNDS IN INDIA
For Boys nd—:l'l- in Canada.

Dear Girls and Boys,—They must be
heading up barrels of apples in that
ofchard. Rap! rap! No! We are
driving a few stakes. The Telugus call
them “nails” (makalu). Soon under
this big apple tree a house is built, It
bas grown up more suddenly than
Jonah's gourd. Who ever heard tell of
putting up a houss in an hour? Bat
here it is —roof, walls, verandahs aund sil
—as white as the sail of & ship, as peak
ed as an Indian’s wigwam, and it cost
twelve dollars.

This soft palace, made of canvas, we
call our tent. It is pitched in this or-
chard that we may be protected from
the fiery heavens. It is pot, however,
an apple oxchard, but a mango orchard ;
and our home is under a mango tree,
beneath rustling leaves, the scream of
the parrot and the soft coo of the dove.

It is now night fall. That fire under
the trees is oot&i something for us to
eat, and our te is good after build-
ing & house. ose two other fires are
where two Telugus are cooking for them-
selves. They are two native preachers
—Appalaswamy and Thummish.

We are six and a half miles north of
Bimli. This orchard is in the fork of
the roads that branch off Irr‘xm ‘Lhe Bimli
road, one going north to Vizianagram
and the other going north-north-ésst to
Chicacole.

Mrs. Morse is here 100, to go with us
1o the nearer villages or study Telugu
at the tent with the munshi, and 10
store up strengthi in this rustic life for
the hot days that are coming.

FRIDAY APTERNOON,

We go out on the Chicacole road and
go towards Chicacole a mile. Then we
tarn off to the right and go through s
field of plants that look like mullein
leaves without any stock in the centre.
It is & tobaoco field. We come to »

sized village and pass through
the middle of it - About fifty people,
mostly women and children, come out
to see us and listen. They make a
great nofse trying to keep one another
quiet. The name of this village fs
Polepilly.

Batunpay Monwsing,

We go on the road toward Bimll, half
s mile. Then turn off to the lél} and
wind along the bank of & tank full of
water. Inthe distance see that field of
potatoes in bloom ' No! Itle & fleld of
cayenne peppers. We walk around the
foot of shmnnd lo! & green vale, beauti
ful in the surrounding parched plaine se
an onsls o s desert.  On its farther rim,
between two bills, I & village, ealled
Lova, that s “Valley."

On entering we are met by an old wo.
man with bad sores on her neck. Bhe
says she has spent all her money on
doctors, but,they bhave not cured her
B0 we begin and teli of another woman
who had, like her, spent sl her living,
without being oured. A crowd gathers
We go on and tell her many more of
His wonderful deeds and His wondrous
love. Thummish and Appalsswamy
preach well and earnestly.

As we are coming back around the
tank, a lln«-ﬂlh?rn’l hovering over it.
Presently he shoots down as straight as
s falling apple, sinks beneath the water
like » stone, and comes up agdin like a
king-fisher. Bul he has caught no fish,
for he soars around and dives again.

When we get back as far as the fork
of the roads, we go into a ter shop
where s Telugu mechanic is putting s
rim on & cart wheel. The shop has a
leaf roof, but no walls. I sit down oi s
box. A and Th ish
sit on two large blocks. We make our-
selves st home and sing a hymn, trying
not to get in the proprietor’s way. A
few people ‘mbo and we talk to them.

One little boy has thrown a block and
strack his bigger brother on the arm.
This makes hide his face in his

and is holding it up in the air as if he
were going to throw it ; but hé staggers,
falls and strikes hissore wrist onis stone.

BATURDAY AFTERNOON,
m\k‘e are going over a low hill toward
e

st looks like & cedar. Bat
this is not what it seemed to be. Out
through holes in the mud walls that
:gﬁur beneath the windrows pour
dren and women, and around the
corners come dark-faced men. This is
& village. The children sit on the
ground ; the men and women stand up
around them. We try to preach.
One four-year-old has both fists full of
& kind of grain it. Some kernels
have leaked out of his hand and a girl is
chhnﬁ them up for hersell. Soon one
andful is poured on the ground. A
boy sitting near grabs for it. The
owner pelts him over the nose with his
empty fist. Bat the plunderer only
shuts both eyes, confiscates all he can
get, sits back and eats it without a tear,
In this congregation are over forty
boys and girls, 'and about twenty men
and women. There is only one man
who can read. When we come away
we give him some good little baoks.
'll‘he name of this village is “ Gondaipah-
em."”

Boxpay Morxixg,
We arose early and went toward Bim-
Li until we got to the other side of the
first il that walls out the riu.igﬁ

Hacknomore oures colds and conghs. |

g
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E
¢

Then we went into his village, where,
although it was Banday, men were pat-
ting & roof on s house. About forty
people came out 10 see us and listen to
what we had tosay. This was “Lingab-
valass.”

BUNDAY AFTERNOON.

Four men came to our tent to ask
questions about the gospel. So wespent
the afternoon with them. Two of them
say they are ready to be baptized. The
native preachers think they have truly
repented ; but I am not satisfied about
their sincerity yet. They say that their
youngest brother and the wile of one of
them are ready to come a!so.

Moxpay Morx1NG,

We weént toward the west, over the
hills, past & village that we had visited
before, across & broad rice field toward a
village in the distance. On drawing
near, we knelt down on the side of the
path and prayed for God to bless this
village and bless our words. Here were
old women lh&lnx on the gr;:und. with
low spinning wheels, spinning cotton.
We made our way through the barking
dogs and staring people, and sat down
on the stone steps of a heathen temple.

Here a large crowd came. Men draw
pear. Children hide behind them.
Women gaged over the top of the mud
wall. Tois is “Siogansbunda.”

Leaving this village we cut across the
meadow, nearly a mile to the north-east,
and came upon & small farmers’ village,
encircled by palmyra ms. Thom-
miah called the farmers from the wells,
where they were at work watering their
crops. But the women did not come.
The men sat down on the ground
listsned with intense interest.

Up came & wild looking man, who
threw back his head, clusped his hands
with his shadow bebind him, and prayed
to the spn.  He said that the sun was
God, for wherever you were, there was
the sun. Thummish told bim that the
sun bad no life. He replied that it
must have life, for it came up in the
moming aod went down at night.
Toummjish explained to him how the
earth went around and made day and
night. Tuming to me he asked if it
were not derk now lo my ocountey
Laoking st my watch and seelng that it
was nearly nine o'clook, | answered that
in my country it was then nearly mid
vight. There was one boy in the village
who conld read. We gave two bookiets
1o the man who seemed most interested
and told him o get thin boy to read
Ahem b all. We came away and left
him reading to them. * The name of this
village is Allepata.

Bul there la Dot room o tell of all the
villages. Alterwards wo went 1o a large
villsge. Thummiah was uslog » kg
stick for an Hlustestion, and sfood 8 op
bebisd bim. It foll over and wienick a
boy on the head. He did not ery, but
crawled up into-his father's arms and
| rubbed bis crown. A man came up
| with his toes and fingers deoayed and
nearly all gone. s face was corrupted
~& most distressing sight. He s a
leper.

Another day we went (o a village
where there was & large grove of banyan
Lrees, eath the trees were crowds of
people, rows of baskets, dozens of ox
carts, &o. In one basket were o8 ;
in another fish; in snother onions.
These people had come for miles from
distant villages to sell and to buy. Al
day long, from every direction, men and
women come with baskets on their
b . This is market day. Every
Tuesday the people come together, as
chi come to school.

To-night we are pulling up stakes and
are about to moveon to another orchard,
whence we hope to go forth and visit
many more villages. Outside is the
tinkle of the bells of the oxen which
have come to bear our tent along. Pray
for us; for if God be not with us we
might as well take the wings of the next
monsoon and fly home.

Yours traly,
L. D. Mors,

Bimlipatam, India, Feb. 9.

— We have confessed our sins humbly
upon our knees. We have deplored our
errors daily, hourly, and confessed “ that
the remembrance of them is grievous
unto us, the burden of them is intoler-
sble.” And then we draw near in the
sacrament to that Incarnate Deity whose
infinite love covers all our imperfections
with the mantle of His perfections.
Bat when we return, do we take our
servants and children by the throat be-
cause they are ined and awk

The Fearful Growth of Gambling.

BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER.

The fierce fight which is now bein,
waged overin New Jersey —and whicl
may be uded before these lines are

Silabat. f o of
the who.e nation. Bepjamin Franklin
used to say that Jersey was a cider-bar-
rel tapped at both ends. It is not tapped,
but filled now with something worse
than cides at both its New York and
Philadelphia ends ; for both those huge
cities vomit a large share of their sur-
plus depravity into its borders. A pre-
sage of this conflict over race-track
gambling sppeared some weeks ago
when the “starter” of race-horses on a
West-Jersey course was elected Speaker
of the House of Assembly. Last fall
the gambling fraternity of “Gattenburg”
and the other race4racks managed by
finesse and moneyspending to secure
the election of a large number of men to
the legislature who were friendly to
their schemes. It was the old story ;
when good men slept, the enemy was
busy sowing tares, the crop at Tren-
ton has proved to be rauk reckless.
Let us be thankful for one thing, and
that is that the audacious wickedness
the bills recently enacted by that cor-
rupt legislature is throwing a fierce
light upon the fearful growth of gambl-
ing in our country.

ﬁ‘ne horse-racing that it is proposed to
gontinue through the ice and snow and
mud of winter is not for the gratification
of attendant crowds (4s in the summer

and | 8nd sutamn) ; it is simply to decide the

bets made in the pool-rooms New
York, Philadelphia and soores of other
towns. These -rooms have become
as widespread as (r?»abop- or brothels,
and sre fully ss destructive s cume.
Young men are templed there by thou-
sands; and the money that is gambled
sway there fs estim to amount to
five millions of dollars per day the
country over. The New York Evening
ost, when commenting on the new
Charities Building soon 10 be opened in
New York, says:

! 'wau woeks ago & young mu;ldur;
spectable tage, havl » wife
um-h!, wnp.d‘::cwl in :‘nﬁn
em ers’ property and reising mone;
on It st pawnshops in order to gamble
o6 the Guttenburg races. Ho wes sent
o Blog Blog for five yesre, and his wife
and fofaot ehild are now proper sub
Jeota for the care of the jotien 10
which Mr. Keanedy hay ted the
great bullding on Fourth Avenue, while
the miserable viotim of the pool-rooms
now In;:n. Bing le probably rulned for
over us we 800 Lwo greal agencies,
one for the upbuflding and one for the
downfall of human life and obaracter,
worklog side by side. Of coumse, the
poor eresture now in Bing Sing bad »
weak moral nature, yet the chanoes are
ten t0 one that be would have kept in
the dgmruh and supported his family,
instead of casting them upon the publie
charity, had not the devil sounded &
trampet in bis ear from & pool-room on
the public highway.”

This melsocholy occurrence is onl
one of the )ﬂlﬂ'. lava !)rum & vast vol-
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it by feeding it with
Scott’s Emulsion. It
able how

SCOTT'S
MULSION

s remark-

ot Ps? Norweglan Cod Liver
OIF and Hypophosphites
wilt a Cough, cure a Cold, and
check Consumption in its eanrlior stages
ns well as all forms of Wasting Diseases,
Sorofua and Bronchitls, It s almest
aa palatable as wilk,

Propared only by oot & Bowne, Beblevitle.

cano that is Many
of the mysterious sulcides which ill the
records of the “Morgues” or haunt the
depuu‘s the rivers around our cities
I the same story. Gambling is
the growing epidemic of the day! It is
practiced—olten in & small way and for
small sums of money—by tens of thou-
sands of young men (yes, and of older
ones t00) in our large towns. It is
carried on in the privacy of their own
rooms as well as in the houses for pro-
fi y and in the scoursed pool-
rooms. Employers little suspect—and
ts little suspect—what dark and
eadly mischief is going on under the
ocover of secrecy. Many of the larcenies
committed in counting-rooms and banks
(some of which are hushed up to save
reputations) are committed in order to
cover up losses in pool-rooms or at oard-
tables.
The practice of gambling—so fatal to
h and often d ive to the

soul—commonly begins just as drunken-
ness begins. At the bottom of the fizst
glass of wine or other intoxi lics the

We will send any of the follow-

ing Gloves free by post to any

address. Made in

Black and

Colored, dressed and undressed.
State size and color, and remit in
postage stamps :

Foster Lace-~77c., 87¢., $1.00, $1.24.
4 Buttons—-8do., 740, $1.00, $1.24.
High Wrist Pig Skin--$1.10.

Short, SUMT Cuff Glove--$1.00,81.24.

; and underneath the first dollar
staked on a game of or &
race, or lwl::dbmtch is concealed a
serpent. en-& young man puts u
bis first wager at & card table otr:mln;
game or race, he puats a coal of fire into
his bosom ; and such coals often kindle
into confl ions which “will bum un-

and careless in earthly things as we
have been in heavenly? Does no re-
membrance of Christ's infinite patience
temper our impatience, when we have
spoken seventy times seven, and our
have been disregarded? There
is no mistake as to the sincerity of the
religion which . the church ~excites.
What we want is to have it used in
common life, instead of going up like
hot air in a fiveplace.— Earnest Thoughts
Jor Every Day.

— The great personality of Christ
brings out the personality of every dis-
ciple. Every one must see a new value

to the lowest hell!” Gambling for &
dime is as essentially a sin as gambling
for & thousand dollars. Thmﬂwnyl
a first inch at the top of every preci

We do not declare that every one who
plays a game of whist is & gambler, any
more than that évery one who drinks a
glass of wine is a tippler. Yet cards are
dangerous articles, just as wine-glasses
are; and it is the path of absolute sofety
to let both of them severely alone. All
games of chance have a strange fascina-
tion. Archdeacon Farrar truly remarks
that “thiere is & gambling element in hue
man nature,” and it must be kept under
watch in the same way as sensual

are hed.

in his own life when he that
the Wonderful One has lived and died
for bim. His Name is above every
other name, and ennobles every name
with which itis sssociated. We breathe
it upward out of our unworthiness, as
the lower atmosphere rises and cleanses
itself from its impuritiecs by blending
with the higher. The name of Jesus is
that high, pure sweetness of the air of
bumanity in which all human names
aspire to lose themselves, that they may
find the real essence and fragrance of
own meaning. We feel Him both
in our lives and ve them, as our fir-
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