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A’ travelling correspondent of the To-
‘rorto Telegram, independent, wﬂ;eg
“from Brockville: “There is one very »o-
) ticeable%%xit

of the' province, and. that ‘is that 1h‘e
fiercest opposition to the gdverpment_;s
‘coming from those who voted for the
ministerigl candidates in the last elec-
tion. The great majority of those form-
®.0¢ the McCarthyite committees are
men who. have .been life-long G,on!serv 1-
tives. A.'i’hjs is an ominnﬁﬁ aion. far
the Tupper-Bowell combination. -~ Ai a

time shen the Liberals -are more ‘ag- |

gressive and confident thap they have
been in a generation, the political heirs
of Sir John Maedonald are being. de-
serted in thousands by those who formj
ed the flower of the chieftain’s army.’
Phe old party is mo doubt suffering se-
verely from defections in the east, but
jts condition is still wonse in the west.

“COCK-AND-BULL.”

That is a pretty safe conjecture ad
vanced by a correspondent, that an ear-
niost effort will be made  during tne
clection  campaign to deceive Vietoria
electors in regard-to the British Paciﬁq
Frow ‘lf that, is being sadd by faith{ul
henchthen of thé ' government ‘it igevi-
‘dent that a yarn has already been con-
cocted which is expected to do the de-
sired wooi-pulling. It will be well for
the people to keep in mind Col. Prio'r;s.
sheering remark about a “cock-and-buil”
story. There “is .little danger of rthe,
deception being accomplished, howevar.
The electors have been already -*ilim-
flammed” over this :aff@ir-in the inter-
est of one government, and there is no
reason to suppose they are so verdant
as to be deceived again. For one thing,
they know that the Tupper government
will not be in a position to carry cut;
any promise it may make for campaign
purposes.

BADLY SCARED.

A timid boy going through the woods
is apt to see a bear in every blackened
stump and find a wildcat’s eyes’ glaring
down at him from every tree top. His
iragination is sure to be the more live-
ly if at any time he has been genuinely
frightened. Mr. Potts’ wanderings in
the political woods of Yale district scem
to have been productive of similar ter-
rors for him. Being young and iaex-
perienced, ‘his nerves were easily set
on edge by the evidences—probably

startling enough—of Mr. Bostoc<'s
growing popularity and Mr. Mara’s 1':lp-|
id decline. Thus thrown into a staze
of panie, it was perhaps natural that he
should thereafter see a Bostock subsidy
in every bush and Bostock bribes stdlk-
ing him along the road after dark. Mr,
Potts has had a bad scare, and no mis-
take. It was hardly fair:of the CUen-
.servative aasociation io send S0 young
and so tender a - ‘political . erganizer
‘abroad; there were plenty of tougher;
_specimeens to be found hanging on to
the. skirts of the party.

TAX ON IMPROVEMENTS.

It is easy for shallow-pated individu-
als to howl ‘“obstructionist” at thos2
who are faithfuly ecndeavoring to do
their duty to the public, whether at
‘Ottawa or in’Viectoria, but for the howl
to prove convincing it must needs have
some justification. The governmeént
howl over 4he so-called Ottawa obstruc-
tion will fall' dead on all but jackass
ears, and the cry raised against Alder-
men Marchant and Maecmillan will not
have any greater effect. Sensible peo-
Dle who look into the matter will be apt
to conclude thut those aldermen were
right in protesting against an arbitrary
«change of proceduce for which no good
reason was given. They were also quite
right in insisting that the rate of tax-
sation on improvements should be kept
as low as possible consistent with the
Aactual needs of the expenditure. To do
that it was necossary to ascertain the
amount needed befcre the rate was fix-
ed. In support of this proposition Mayor
Beaven himself can be called to witness.
At a public meeting on the evening of
January 3, 1893, when he was appeal-
ing to the people for re-election. the
mayor spoke as fcliows:

® *Mayor Beaven, continuing, said there
was one subject that he would like to
refer to. 1t was a matter that he had
given a great deal of attention during
the quarter of a century that he had
been in public life. It was the tax on
improvements. It was a matter of re-
gret to him that he had been mayor of
Victoria for a year and had been unabie
10 abolish the tax on improvements.
He had advocated this in the legislature
and had tried to incorporate it in thed
Municipal Act. ‘But could you believe®
it,” said the speaker, ‘I could not get
two mewmbers to think that way! 1t
was not fair that a man who erected a
fine building should be taxed, while his
neighbor who does not improve his
property is not taxed. The value of pro-
perty is increased by men who have en-
terprise enough to erect buildings and
whose enterprise is tased. Down to-
wards James Bay bridge there is prap-
erty just the same as it was when he
arrived in Vietoria thirty years ago. It
was then worth £1 an acre; now they
value it at so much a ‘foot. The own-
ers of the property have done nothing

all’ over the eastern part|hag

If it was ‘right that the tax on im-
provements should be kept as low as
possible in 1893, it is surely right that
the same principle should be carried out
in 1896. How can this be done if the
limit of the expenditure calling for such
tax is not first fixed? 2 . s

THOSE ASSURANCES.

No man of intelligence need be told
that there is a difference between a cab-

inet mjniste.r, who' presides over a de-'__
partment, receives a salary of $7000 a

year and reports direct to the Governor-
(General, and a controller who is head
of a sub-department, receives only
$5000 a year and reports to his superior
officer, the mipister of trade and com-
merce. Nobody, bLut an ‘““‘untutored Si-
wash’’ could believe that if the control-
lers were;of equal rank with the cab-
inet ministers Sir Charles Tupper would
deem it necessary to “give assurances to
Hon. Messrs. Wood and Prior that at
the coming session, should the party be
in -office, a bill: will ‘be introduced abol-
ishing ti:e controllerships' and restoring
the name of ministers.” (See Colonist’s
Ottawa correspondence  of Saturday
last.) 'Is Sir Charles Tupper “densely
ignorant” ‘or ‘“‘shamelessly wuntruthful
pnd. dishonest?’ Or is. he:-a - “‘Siart

-Alee,” knowing:well how: to bait o+ hook, b

for: suekery?, a0t s

THE RESH FOR OFFICE.

John S. MecDougall, who rgpresented
Pictou, N.S., in. the ldte parliament,
has .been made commissioner of ‘cus-
toms at = Ottawa. ' Mr. McKay, ex-
member for - Hamilton, has been ap-
pointed inspector of customs for West-
ern Ontario, Mr. Joneas, ex-member
for Gaspe; has been appointed an agent
of the marinedepartment, while J, H.
Metealfe, who represented Kingston,
has been given the wardenship of King-
ston -pénitentiary.’ 'Mr. McLeod, one of

the ex-members for St. John, N.B;, goes i

on the New Brunswick bench,” and Mr.
Masson, of North Grey, has taken ref-
uge in a county court judgeship.
Messrs. Boyle; of Monck and Patter-
son, of Colchester, N.S., have been giv-
en offices and Mr. Temple, of York;, N.
B., goes into the senate.. Al

and there is not one of them, with the
exception” of Mr. Joncas, who would

have dared to vote for that bill if he ! in the Victoria polling sub-divisions. A
had intended to go back for re-election. |

The electors will quickly see in this
wholesale stampede of ex-M.P.’s a sure
indication that these gentlemen have no
expectation of the government’s return
to power, whatever pretensions to con-
fidence Sir Charles  Tupper map:put for-
ward. . . : :

x A TIMELY REBUKE.

The Colonist this morning administer-
ed a well merited rebuke to Sir Chas.
Tupper, Hugh John Macdénald and Mr.
Bergeron, the ex-deputy speaker, who,
as will be seen from the following tele-
gram, have assumed the rdle of pro-
phets:

Montreal, May 4.—(special to the
Colonist)—Sir Charles Tupper, in an in-

to the coming -elections. Information
from the Maritime Provinces goes ‘to
show that the government will
back as strong as it was in the
house, and everything indicates
Quebec will nobly respond to

call.
furnish the greatest surprise and would

that

these |
were ° supporters of the coercion bill,

‘@n’” outside “stpply of fire,

' 10, the largest of the sub-divisions,
{ to be left as it is.
terview, said he had no apprehension as

{ now give a short
come |

last | . %
light on this wonderful measure. A fter
duty’s |
He thought that Ontario would |

certainly send as strong a government !

deputation o the next as to the last
parliament. The acceptance of office
by Hugh John Macdonald had produced

predicted a decisive triumph in the
Northwest for the Conservative party.

In an .interview Hon. Hugh Macdon-
ald said he had no doubt that Mr. Mec-
Kay would easily defeat Mr. Laurier in
Saskatchewan. Mr. Taillon will, he
said, contest Mr.
stituency, Terrebonne.

Mr. Bergeron, the deputy speaker, in

i derstand the hon. gentl
| polling

€U | partly. within ity
the best possible effect, and the premier | the city

Chapleau’s old con- |

an interview, said that he was. perfect- |

ly satisfied with Quebec’s
tives and expects a great vietory.

The editorial
truly edifying.
sentences: “There are prophets still in
the land. 1In every city, town, village
and country settlement in every ' prov-
ince in the Dominion, there are men
who - take upon "themselves confidently

to predict what is to be the result of the |

general -election, mot only in the dis:
tricts to which they severally belong
but in the nginiou as a whole.”s» And
the concluding portion of the editorial
rebuke is as follows: “Then there are
some politicians who think it clever and

expedient to keep continually predicting |’

a sweeping victory for their party when
they have no more evidence on which
to form an opinion as to what the result
of the elections will be than they have
to tell what kind of weather there wili
be in Victoria this day twelve months.
But it encourages their party:to tell its
members that they are sure of victory
and so they go on prophesying in the
dark, so to dpeak. We question very

to increase the wvalue.
done by the’ men who lave enterprise
enough to ereet buildings and- improve
the city. He advoeated the change
vears ago, but he could not get anyone
to support him. He was <=lad to see
the change that had eom> aver the
citizens, a large majority of whom are
now in favor of abolishing the tax on
amprovements altogether. He could not
say that the council were to blame for
not making this change; they had done
what the act gave them power to do.
namely, assess improvements at half
their value. This was a step in the

A\

All has been

much the efficacy of this policy and
there can be no doubt that those who
place the slightest reliance on ninety-
nine hundredths of the election predic-
tions they hear are certain t»
be deceived.” There is 'a - good
deal more of the ' same sort
in between. Itis to be hoped that
when Sir Charles Tupper and his two
friends see the Colonist article they
will realize the enormity of their offense
and resolve to sin‘ no more. There is

this much excuse for them, however,

.

representa- |

reflections on this are !

Here are the opening |
| the propriety

’

Government supporters naturally arp :

at Sir Oliver - Mowat’s joining Mr.
Laurier as leader of the Ontario Liber-'
als. The alliance is a little too formid- .
_able to 'le'm:gf much” chance of comfort

for the 'fqpperlﬁ;e, and they ml ‘be-}.,

excused if they engage in a desperate
search for sunbeams. The fact that]
Sir Oliver’s ‘aid will very much improve
the already bright prospects of Liberal-
ism eannot be obscured by any fanciful
criticisms. Much allowance is .due,
however, to a party “in extremis,” es-
pecially when its difficulties are con-
stantly increasing.

THE NEW LEADER.

Sir Charles Tupper’s manifesto is a
much weaker affair than most peoj)le
ekpected from the new leader. 1hough
it was well known that he-could have
practically mothing new to say,  there
was a general expectation ' that he
would repeat the old things with Some-
thing of spirit and vim.  Instead of
this he has sent forth a wishy-wasay
document, which ig plainly the produe-
tion of an already disheartened leader. .
It is-an evidence of Sir Charles’ power
of discernment that he should so eclear-
ly forsee defeat, but there must be a
mighty change in the man since he ecan-*

.noty as of. old, play...the game- iof bluff,

istri‘aight; through., - At a<time:when ' his;
followers:wwérémost ‘plainly’in need" of!
‘the jleaiiér
treats them to a cold douche—not that
he intended to do so, but because he
éq,uld not do better. Those who take
the trouble té read ‘the manifesto eare-’
fully will observe that the great N. P.
is no longer depended on as a rallying
Cry, “closer trade relations with the
empire” being introduced as a variation.
The utterances of Mr. Chamberlain ‘and
other statesmen of the mother country
have made-it plain that such closer
trade relations will not march with the
{)gotectionist system.” Canada cannot
;iéép up-the protection' wall and seeure
an arrangement: for “mutual
sions” from Great Britain, " and “Sir
Charles Tupper well knows that the
Red Parlor masters of the government

will not consent to any such arrange-
ment,

conces-

THE COLONEL’'S BILL

Col. Prior’s friends are decidedly in-
discreet in further calling public ‘at-

tion to his attempt to make a change

8ood many people have heard the boasts

i openly made by some of the Colonel’s
| “workers,” that the

: proposed legisla-
tion would give them an advantage
and throw the work of the Liberals in-
to confusion. How could,jt do-that and
at the same tivhe 'be fair Esthe clect-

; ors?  But there is the further awkward

fact that the bill as Sir Maekenzie Bo-
well received it from Col .Prior and in-
troduced it in the senate would 'not

| have given the relief to voters which

is said to be necessary. That bill, as
everybody knows, provided that No. 11
district, embraciug Esquimalt and Vi
toria West, should be divided up
five small polling distriets, while

Vie-
into
No.
was
. The bill, as it was
inatroduced from Col. Prior’s hands, has
been reprinted in the Times, and: we
quofation from the
senate debate to throw g little more

Senator Meclnnes had pointed out that
No. 10 was a larger sub-division than
No. 11, the debate proceeded: :
Sir Mackenzie Bowell—Did T under-
e€man to say tnat
number eleven  was
limits ?
McInnes—Yes, and so is

division

Hon. Mr.
number ten.
bjlr ;\.[.ackenzie Bowell—Well, that is
quétef different from the information I
g0 rom my colleague, th
vk g e Hon. Mr.
Hon. Mr. Macdonald—The two divis-

ions are half in the country i
s Y and half in

Sir Mackenzie Bowe
the house that I made special inguiry
as to number ten hefore introduciné
th'e })111, and I was told that it was
within the city limits, and the ' other
was on the outside, and I suggested

of giving to the returnj
rning
officer the Same power in number ten,

and also in number rhi
about 850 votas) thatfollvre (‘?;";};llgi\gl;l:
with regard to naomber eleven. 7 -
Why should - Col. Prior not Hhave
adopted Sir Mackenzie Bowell’s sug-
gestion, if he was really anxious to fa-
cilitate voting? Why should he have
been so determined to confine the nro-
posed improvement to the Esquir;mlt
and Victoria West district? It is irue
that he afterwards consented to include
No. 10, but that was only after Serator
MecInnes had offered his suggestion.
Will Mr. McPhillips or any other legal
light kindly explain to the public how
Col. Prior cculd have made voting
easier by giving No. 11 district five poll-
ing stations and leaving all the others
as they are?

II—I might inform

In the days when the Toronto Mail
was independent it paid this very just
tribute to the character of Sir-Charles
Twapper: “Of the system which Mr.
Blake deplores Sir Charles Tupper has
notoriously been -the chief agent; all
that is worst in it awd has
tended most to debase the na-
tional  character is familiarly con-
nected  with his mame, which
may be said to bé a household word of
corruption. Nor has he, like his late
chief, succeeded in convincing the peo-
ple that except when he is doing the

‘would- be not merely the. inauguration
by any true wisdom or statesmanship;

.of the community and for a moral civil:

-2nd would not,care to link his fortunes

dirty work of a political party his hangds

commercial affair

nth should be against the
transaction

‘to mind.-. . . It is too!

- sort.of scene ‘would be

y his accession to power. He’
is the=f’rihce ‘of Political Cracksmen, no
doubt, but we cannot afford to purchase
ability even of so rare & kind at such\a
price as that of continued and increased
demoralization The appointment:
of such a man as the head of the state

of violence and corruption unredeemed
it would be the signal for a disruption

war.”

\ Chief Justice Meredith = and Lieut.-
Governor Chapleau do not seem. _go
ready to walk into the “nest of trait-
ors” as was represented. It would be
rather difficult for the former to join
a government bent on forcing separ-te
schools on Manitoba when he for years
headed a party in Ontario that was Lit-
terly opposed to separate schools. Mr.
Chapleu§’s previous record would 1ot
stand in the way of his serving uiiier
Tupper, but he is a shfewd politician.

with; those offla meribund: governmént.
’ el

Mr. Haggart, who announces himeslf
as a Conservative candidate in the Van-
couver Island district, declares thit he
could not support the Dominidn gov
ernment on its“remedial bill. Mr. Flas
lam, whom the Nanaimo Conservatives
want to put in the field again, was an
earnest supporter of the bill, both with
vote and with voice. If these two gen-
tlemen = ard candidates, the Conserva-
tive electors will have full opportunity
to discriminate.

Communications.

CAUSE AND EFFECT.

To the Editor: If the generally ex-
pressed views of the citizens are indieca-
tive, we: have indisputable proof that
there are very few except government
employes and expectants who are not
dissatisfied with the existing Domiajon
regime. British Columbia was sold in-,
to coufederation for a mess of potinge
and a song, which for years past nas
been a sad lamentation. Why? ‘LI'he

province was saddled with an unwork-
able constitution, the prime causg of her
present.deplorable conditon. Under ; 0=
ers vested in the Dominion’ gové Dt
irn scections of the British North Ameriza
Actt 1867, Britsh Columbia is mest un-
mercifully robbed and otherwise outrag-
ed without any redress or the slightest
prospect ‘of betterment. I will deal
specially with this obnoxious and oppres-
sive act anon.

At present British Columbia’s repre-
sentaticn in the senate and Dominion
parliament would be likened to a rar:ie
were it not for thle disastrous effects our
province and people are made to suffer
through representatives of the cabal (not
of" the people) being elected by gross
bribery and corruption. The late bye-
election, resulting in the return of Lit.-
Col. Prior by a small majority, ampiy
illustrates to what extent, per fas et
refas, the Dominion government will go
to procure the return of one of their
supporters and the provincial goveri-
ment the return of one of their cabal.
These dual combines reek .with malari-
al corruption and are united in factious
intrigue, their juntas conspiring to re-
tain power in open defiance of the veo-
ple’s wish and the public welfare. 'i’he
puklic moneys are at their command ‘o
expend at their sweet will, bribing and
demoralizing our people. 'This, with
the nearly autocratic government oat-
ronage, the source of the stream of -ot-
tenness which destroys all it comes in
contacty with, makes the ramifications of
political iniquity so wide-spread that ev-
ery branch of the public service is more
or less seriously affected. It may safe-
Iy be said that for many years past hon-
est administration has been an unknown
quantity. “Sapport us, we’ll screen
vou,” and vice versa. British Columbiz
has done its level best to outvie its
prototype, the Dominion, in this Te-
spect.

I opine no unbiassed person will co-
tend that our judiciary is not materia'ly
affected from ' the fact that polifieal
trickery is considered rather than juris-
prudence; also that promotion is not a
question of merit or skill in the science
of law, but of political blatter. Under
the Dpresent regime a non-supporter
may be a leader at the bar and ef
known probity, but it will avail him not
in taking silk or to a seat on the bench.
Can we expect other than that the taiat
will permeate the minor branches. and
affect prejudicially the administration of
public justice? Is it not a faet that il- |
literates and men of known bad char-
acter have been made justices of the
peace solely in consideration of political
services? Is it not a matter of noto-
riety that penal offences have been com-
mitted by public officials holding hizh
office with impunity? Such being the
case, can we expect other than inerease
in 6ur calender of crime and a corres-
ponding drain on tke public purse? Kkpo-
icemics of disease and crime are wind-
falls to the profession, welcomed ‘like
flowers in- May.

Administration of justice (salarics)
and administration of justice (other
than salaries) cost the province for the
year ending 30th June, 1895, $202,419 -
58, 22.29 per cent. of the net revenue.
To this add $32,000 paid in salaries to
the chief justice, four puisne and four
county court judges by the Dominion
government with "money abstractad
from this province. To this add intor-
est on cost of court houses, then the
ccst of keeping up repairs, ete. We

nd, the sentence of the |
trators in the Onderdonk contract |

no dou much more in-

ct ‘These, and many other simi-
lar eased the public wot not o are the
tural outcome of administrative rot-
ness,  The spring being foul the
stream cannot possibly be;pure. <)
. @ivil government, -salaries, 18361,
1,753.03,

08, 11.42 per -cent. of revenue,
39818, ‘In . 1894-5, $145,0%0.19,
116.24 per cent, of revenue, $896,025,%
showing an increase of revenue of cnly
65 per cent., increase of salaries, 235
per cent. If other proof of wrongf}h
expenditure were required we have 1t_ in
the foregoing; also that it’is a large
factor of politcal corruption. o
 Pducation, 1886-7, $90,489.21; 1899,
. $189,073.25, 21.21 per cent. of revenu:,
_$19.25 per capita. = The large increase
in expenditure in this branch of the pub-
lic servce is due more to politidal arti-
fices than exigenecy. In country dis-
tricts where there are few settlers 2
school is of all things most desired:v it
means money , expended in the building
and in keeping it up, also by the teach-
er. ‘As a factor of suasion or coercion
its potency leaves nothing to be desir-
ed. « i

Roads, streets, brilges and wharves.
$425,629.34, 47.50 per cent. of revenus
1894-5. A careful examination of chis
account will convince the most sceptical
‘that: corrpting 'the public is carried: u
systematically by political bosses, who,
nearly unrestirained, expend the greater
part of this money. These men are
too lazy to work; their ideas of meum
ot tuum are somewhat indefinite; they
gscruple not in trading on necessity -or
in: taking. advantage of indigence 1o
gain  their objéet, -bias) honest suftraze
and defeat’ honest election: rif

Miscellaneous, - 1894-5, $119,9}8A4t.
13.38 per cent. of revenue. In this ac-
count there is scope for bribery and ar-
tifice and ujustifiable expenditure of
public money. <

The balance sheet for the year endu},’;
30th June, 1895, shows liabilities, $6,-
499.688.84, $66.20 *“per capita; assety,
$3,075,010.96, $31.32 per capita. Un-
fortunately, a large portion of the as-
sets§ may be set down '‘as all but use-
less. v S ;

Net expenditure for the year endmg

g0th  June, 1895, $1,906,924.99,  $19.12
per capita; revenue, 1895, $896,025.55%,
$9.42' per capita. .
" In view of the foregoing, which ex-
poses only ‘a smalf portion of the wrong:.
doing, there can hardly be any guestion
as-to who are British Columbia’s ene-
mies. Year after year expenditure kas
gone up by bounds, with a correspor'.d—
ing increase of public burdens, which
will eventually fall on owners and toil-
ers of the land.

The ministerial cry, echoed by subo.‘:-
dinates, cabals, etc.,, who reap the }sp.ou.
is: “The money is expended in openiag
up the country.”” What are the factx?
Every branch of the public service has

It has mongp;
h&v,ing, ke(nbi“,,]h’i
‘ ] ‘settlers, throu E
ous ‘terms and ‘excessive :
|land and carriage.” Other evigc,, "
Y u_lﬁ tum, could be produced, Pl‘uvinuq
contestably the injurious effects !
railway. The injury done in puts,, '
Swing  bridge across Victorig's -
harbor was pure vandalism,
such an ontrage attempted in Chiy
structure would not have stooq the
it took /in erectign, but they 4
_1__)001‘""‘ heathens(?) - ¢
4 The next ministerial outrage of
] ritnde was the establishing of p,
town, now the city’ of Vancouvc,
present terminus of the C. P. ;.
administrative junta for divers .
| erations (some of = which
known) gave the Canadian
the townsite.of Granville ang
acres of land. This gross outrag,
the body politic was worked undery
Lieut.-Gov. . in Council subterfuy,_.
stalking horse of much wro; 3
perpetrated with immunity. The
is palpable.  Vietoria and New Weg
minster have been sacrificed. i |,
minion, in pursuance of this lay
work (?) have been fencing in the |
ser river with mattrasses filled
brush and sunk with stone, an iy
trovertible fact. The money thus ,
spent would, if expended under sl
direetion, have rendered this grand
er navigable for the largest v
afloat at low water. The cause
trouble on the Fraser is artificial,
natural obstructions; the remedy is
vious: reverse this, remove the
and nature will do the rest. But
was too easy; the appropriations
not be squandered on government .
porters.  Further, free navigation
the Fraser yvould affect the profits

i ]

“the (:j."I". R. - Destroy the Fraser

“er! s ~

I will digréss for'a few lines. Vie
torians have very large ‘interests on thy
Fraser, .yet beyond some twaddle
this subject from time to time notl
has been done. ' The fact that !
would greatly advance shipping im.-{.
| ests, open up lucrative employment f
our artizans, building, engineering ay
fitting out vessels, it would open up e
ployment for boys. It would open
the country from the seaboard and i
duce immigration, also safe and profit.
able investment for capital. ILast Dt
most important, it would supply N
water carriage. It would afféct advors.
ly the wildeat railway schemes of our
would-be philanthropists. We must ey
pect some sacrifice.
»The' Shuswap & Okanagan Railway
Guarantee - Act,” 1890, is a- glaring ey
ample of corrupt legislation. The ;
isterial cry and key note of preyv
tion to stop opposition is: “We do
to open up the country.” DPending the
convenience of the C. P. R. this scheme
held fire, but when this company was
ready the Dominion government, e
gratia,, granted the subsidy. Length of
{railway, 51 miles; subsidy, $3200 pe
; mile, $163,200. On the strength of this
the Shuswap & Okanagan Guarante

are
“M

1%

been prostituted more or less, houest! aq¢ 1890, was passed, guaranteeing i

election rendered all but impossihle,
consequently most pernicious class leg-
islation is doing inealculable injury to
the province. We have most flagrant
examples of this in the subsidies. grants
and guarantees given in aid of different
railways.

CAUSE AND EFFECT.

To the Bditor:—The widely scattered
population and their disunity rendered
it an easy matter for the ministerial
juntos to work their own sweet will in
dealing with the public lands and purse.
The facts and evidence of their so do-
ing are so manifold that postulation
would be superfluous.

The Esquimalt & Nanaimo railway
grant was B. C.s first parliamentary
work on these lines. In addition to tne
large money grant, a very large slice of
Vancouver Island, with all mineral and
coal rights, were divested from the
state by corrupt legislative enactments,
which will in the early future be again
legislated upon, and if they are not set
aside entirely the lands will be com-
pelled to contribute their share of the
public burdens.

The E. & N. was built. What is the
result? It does not pay, never has
paid. - Railways ean only be run at a
profit under certain conditions, and
from the fact that these conditions do
not exist, nor is there even the remotest
prospect of their being brought into ex-
istence, it may therefore safely be pre- |
mised that it never will pay. The com-
pany cannot sell the railway, nor can
they stop running it unless  they dis-
gorge the land.

It may pertinently be asked what
benefii has Victoria or Nanaimo derived
from this railway? Beyond enabling a
few wayfarers to make the round trip
quickly it would be a hard task for its
advocates to clearly define. We are
allowed to judge from the' many se-
vere strictures appearing from time to
time in the different papers, farmers
and others along the line do mnot look
upon this railway as an unmixed bless-
ing. Aside from the direct loss to the
public of money, land and the minerai
and coal wealth contained therein, this |
railway has, is and always will be a
clearly defined source of loss to Vie-
toria and Nanaimo. It has stopped a
daily line of steamers (the prosperity of
both: depending on shipping) calling at
way ports, delivering supplies and tak-

trust him

You want Scott’s Emul-
sion. Ifyouask yourdrug-
gist for it end get it—you
can trust that man. But if
he ‘offers you “something
just as good,” he will do the
same when your doctor
writes a prescription for
which he wants to get a
special effect — play the
game of life and death for
the sake of a penny or two
more profit. Yow can’t
trust that man. Get what
you ask for, and pay for,
whether it is Scott’s Emul-
sion or anything else.
$cor & Bowws, Belleville, Ont.

soc. and §i.00
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terest at 4 per cent. per annum on the
Shuswap & Okanagan Company’s bonis
of $1,249,763, or $49,980.52 per year fir
25 years. From Jan. 1st, 1892, to Jun
30th, 1895, interest and sundry commis
sions in the sum of $177,998.28 e
paid. The railway was passed over to
Jhe C. P. R, that. company paying 4

{ per cent, of the gross earnings, which

for -37 ‘months amounted to $32,000.%,
To this add the subsidy, then dedut
from this the amount paid for interes,
ete., which leaves a balance of $17.211.
66 and should the receipts from the {)
per. cent. of the gross earnings for the
half year ending 31st December. 1805,
realize no more than the first half of
the year there would be a shortage of
$4445.81 to pay the half year's inter-
est. The receipts for 1894-95 were
over 60 per cent. less than in 1803-M.
If we take the average of the 3
months for the 20 years to run before
the termination of the guarantee,
province will receive $207,632.04, but it
will have to pay $999,610.40 for 2
years’ interest. Without making
allowance for interest or compound
terest on acecruments, the loss will I

| $791,978.36, over $39.500 per annum of

an increase of public burden. To s
up this great fraud on the body po!
A subsidy is given out of money
stracted from this province which
ables a cabal under thé name of
Shuswap & Okanagan Railway ¢
pany to get a charter to plunder th
province in building a railway costing
$24.515 per mile. . It enables Hon. Mr
Vernon to realize very large profits it
divers ways. Wheén completed it wi
handed over to the Dominion goven
ment, i. e, the C. P. R., but the |
politic of British Columbia is comp
te pay the piper. This railway may he
more or less useful to those on its line
of traffic, but to the province gene:
it is all but useless. The scheme b
beyond all question or doubt evidenc:
collusion between the Dominion anl
provincial juntos.

H. J. ROBERTSON.

May 5, 1896.
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Michael Adamsn M. P. for Northumber
land, N. B.,is Another Who Has Usel
Dr. Agnew’s Catarrhal Powder and
Been Cured.

It does not seem to matter where o1t
looks for good results from that wonlr
ful medicine, Dr. Agrew’s Catarml
Powder, they are to be found. Ev!
one in his own province, and ¢
member of the commons knows Mic
Adams, the popular member for Mo
thumberland, N.B. When he says!
the world, as he had done over his
signature, that Dr. Agnew’s Cata
Powder is productive of most, satisfi”
tory results for cold in®'the head
other catarrhal troubles, they know !
means much. The medicine is one ¥
sessed of peculiar virtues and ne’
fails fo ‘effect a cure.

One short puff of the breath thr
the blower supplied with egch bottl _
Dr. Agnew’s Catarrhal Powder difius®
this powder over the surface of !
nasal passages. Painless and deli!
ful to use, it relieves in ten mim
and permanently cures catarrh, hay !
ver, colds, headache, sore throat,
silitis and deafness. 60 cents. .

For-sale by Dean & Hiscocks 1
Hall & Co.

—Garden tools at cut prices at Shoi*®
Hardware store, 57 Johnson street.

ROYAL Baking Powder
has been awarded highest
honors at every world’s 3if
where exhibited.
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