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It la easy of acceaa by the Dixon highest sea In the hafibor was 9 inches, 
Channel, which la ten mllee In width at the tide pole. which la placed at the 
at the narroweat partZI consider thla | moat exposed part of the harbor. i 

entrance free from danger, with the 
exception of the Devil’s Ridge, previ
ously described, which only requires a 
bell buoy to guide the mariner.

I would rather run thru Dixon 
Entrance to Port Simpson <xi a dark
night, as it Is, than the North Channel | OK THE PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION 
thru the Mull of Canüre and its cur
rents, or St. George’s Channel from 
the Tuskar Light to the Mull of Gal
way. with all the lights and tog signals, 
and I fall to see on what grounds the 
Naval officers, founded the views set 
forth in their report, namely, "That 
Roee Spit would always be a large 
element of danger in using this chan
nel.”

The Spit m question Is well defined, 
but, of course, a» with the beach or 
rocks on an- shore, is not the proper 
position for any vessel. No Ship-mas- j prated the great project of a Paclttq 
ter who knows his duty would run his j telegraph cable from Canada to Aus- 
vessel on the shoal water at the Spit, | tralla> anlj wbo has an Intimate know-

/rvfh<»n there existe & channel twenty-/^hen tn e , r ledge of the country to t>e traversed
four miles wide, free from shoals or _______ '
other dangers, in which the tide i, by the Trans-Canada Railway, was re
regular ebb and flow. cently interviewed by a reporter, when

Ships coming from the south and j lt announced that the Gfand
make Cape St. Jamx« Sn

REPORT OF. consequent upon such an Important se
lection.

The area of the harbor Is sufficient 
for the_purpose, possessing an anchor
age plover four square miles. It is' 
sheltered to the north and west by the 
shores and outlying islands, but Is ex
posed in part to the S. W. wind; the 
sea, however, is broken by a reef or 
kelp bed forming a natural break
water, but which does not prevent the 
full force of the wind being felt from 
that direction, and would possibly 
prove awkward for vessels exposed to 
Its full force, but there Is stfll a com
paratively large area of sheltered an-

Official Report on the Capacity 
of the Harbor and its Suit
ability as a Terminus for a 
1"rans-Continental Railway.

/

CAPT. BRUNDIGE
Ottawa, 7th February, 1880.

Sir,—I have the honor to report that 
I made an exploration of the country 
lying between Port Simpson, B.C.f .and 
Edmonton, N.W.T., by way of Peace 
Rtvir, tn accordance with your instruc
tions dated 12th end 13th May, 1879.

PORT SIMPSON.
The steamer, drawing 10 feet, enter

ed the harbor of Port Simpson at few 
tide by the southern entrance, after 
waiting for an hour she passed out by 
"the northern entrance. The main en2 
trance is from the west bétWeen Btmte 
Island and extensive reefs lying to the

SIR SANDFORD FLEMINGPart Simpson one of the Finest H»r- 
KXngdom__Nos bars 1» the failed 

Currents, no Serious Obstruction»s to Navigation.

From pages 153, 154, 156, 157, 158, 
159, 100 of Government report, 1880, 
headed "Notes on an examination of 
the harbors and northern coast of 
British Columbia, toy Captain J. C. 
Brundlge, dated Port Simpson, 12th

choraoe left March; 1880.”
t-u' u , „ kirlc Captain Brundlge, in accordanceThe .here, are low, aiding back ^ * ln6truotlo„ from the

graduaity, easy of approach and suit- sailed from Victoria
able for extensive wharfage, and pot- ^ g June_ 18?9 for the northern 
•«seing a building area .of sufficient ex- QOaet £ Brltitil arrived off
tint to meet any requirements of the the mouth of the on the 13th
future. July, and proceeded at once to make

The entrance to Wark Inlet from the carej>uj examination
eight niilea harbors and coast line of the northern 

portion of the province, with the several 
approaches from the sea, embracing a 
thorough examination of the Dixon En
trance to the north of ’Queen Char
lotte’s Islands, and also the approach 
from the Pacific

OF ANOTHER TRANSCONTINEN
TAL RAILWAY. — THE ROUTE 
FAVORED BY CANADA’S NOTED 
ENGINEER.ss Quebec to Port Slmpuon.—Rejoices 
at Prospect of Early t on.traction 
of Lise He Favored a. Quarter of - 
e Century Ago.

Sr Sandford Fleming, the moat cele
brated engineer in Canada, who inaug-

« •V

The Railway Must Terminate at Port 
Simpson, as There is No Other 
Sea Port Eligible--Port Essington 
arid Wark Channel Not Suitable.

I

South about a mile distant. Many of
these reefs are uncovered at low tide , ,

^ Portland Channel, some
sad form a good breakwater to the wlde ^ tblg poll>tj jg easy of approach,
Western sea. but not exceeding. 2,000 feet In width.

The harbor la good, and la shelter-' .with deep water to the ’base of the 
'id from the S. W. round by eouth tb fluffs forming the chores on either

the N. W.. Weeterly winde would * 1‘" the extensl»n ot the line from my 
sweep with considerable force across lniUal polnt et the head of Wark Inlet 
the barter,, but would riot be accom- northward to port Simpson, some 82 
panled by much sea. Captain Lewis miles, the work may be classed as very veys 
of the Hudson’s Bay Co., who lived heavy. and gome six mllee excessively November,’ when the weather beame 
there for some time and has had long TO The outline of the shore, although tpo wintry for their further- comtinu- 
experlenpe on the coast, considers It a generally direct, Is very ■ irregular, ance.since which tdme.and up to date of 
very fine harbor. He says the most sharp indentations are frequent, varied hie report, 12th March, 1880. he has 
prevalent galea are from the 8. E. In by projecting points of either rock or been engaged in making further sound- 
summer and from the N. E. In winter, broken rockystde hill in profile vary- In*» ln Port Simpson, tidal 
The ground Is not high around the ir.g from slopes one, ose and a half and meat» and full weather oboervatkma for 
.bore. and ., aufficl.ntly even for the two to one. Although the tide je_. first pari
site of a large town. and falls some IS feet there is no mar- tables of which, also
The approach from the ocean Is good, gin or beach available for the embank herewlth are * great interest

the rocks known as the Pointers are ment, and the line muet therefore be ^ character of the winter
■rather to the south of the track taken almost entirely In cutting, which will ^ * <he northern of Brlt-
by vessels" from the ocean, and can be be heavy and through very expensive C ] bia The following notes are 
utilised as-«tee' for light-houses, no material, as I fancy tittle but solid rock ^ big report;
sounding» being obtainable except with- would be encountered in its construc- 
ln a short distance of the entrance to tlon. A depression through which the 
the harbor. , line can be carried without difficult!

On leaving Port Simpson we sailed to runs from' the harbor of Port Simpson 
the entrance and up to the head of through to Wark Inlet.
Wark Injet. The mouth of the Inlet Is The head' ot the inlet cannot be ctign- . ,,h
narrow and deep, and the current wiri. sldered as in any way suitable as a- -from four to seven fathoms water, with 
ebb tide was about four miles an hour, terminus; even as a temporary one if muddy bottom. Tide ruT1*0'*
The width increases inside from One to has many disadvantages. The area o< flvs^to el* knots per hour, and up from 
two miles, and-the depth of water is anchorage assumed at 30 fathoms, The ***•
considerately; neair the entrance the isita only at tltie «extreme, enfl, Bjid.Je-.ot I -
sounding was 28 fathoms, thence to very limited !"'y x h«ivy cross-sea Is caused by strong
head no bottom was found at 76 fath- t8?e °f ê^dtiuraX) te^Ttr^, the winds.from N. W. to 8. E, and vessels 
oms, at 500 feet; from the shore the a width not exceeding oDO tert , rWln_ lt anchor the current here
depth is Û5 fathoms, so that we found ^ duTlng a gate of wind, would be sure to
no part of the iniet suitatoie for anchor- ^

buoys would have to toe provided, and- 1 «ecertained from wgrtM 
no vessel cciuld approach her anchor- other, who had been in till, ^Uky
age under sail with safety. J®"*’ th8t durtnp the m°ath*

From the same causé, the wharflng « December. January, February, and
would have to be o< «ribbing, «» bfravja e'’®” *"to pn 
no idea that piles’ of any description with terg* re< 
could be used successfully. sttores w ^
are so precipitous that but little room ££ ieBtxvgtkul to Sn, wharves
can be found for building purposes. In ^ mW be strutted, 
the valley of 1110 two streams emptying PORT SIMPSON
into the inlet at. this point, there is a Port glmpson is the moat northern 
small area, but the greater portion of harbor #f Brltlsh Columbia, and is sit. 
this space would be required for the 
railway.

of the several

tv
C
S’

southiwaird of this Trunk Railway contemplated building \ 
a trans-Continental road.

He then said: I am inclined to thing

west can
Safety, just as ships make Cape Clear 
on entering St. George’# or Bristol

Capt. Brundlge, an Expert, Pronounces It Equal to thé 
Finest Harbors in the United Kingdom—Mr- H. U. 
Gamble, Chief Engineer C. P. R Pacific Division* 
Makes Favorable 
River Route.

group.
Captain Brundlge prosecuted his #ur- 

of the outer approaches untils Channel.
They will have a good landmark, I tbaA Mr. Blair is on the right tracM j 

free from all danger, and a beautiful |fi propping t0 extend the Inter colon- 
strait to sail up in good soundings, 25, lal Baj[way to the Pacific. It seems 
40 and 70 fathoms. As they sail up they tQ me however, that it would be Q 
can enter Ogden, Eddy or Brown s 1 try t0 (orm a new trans-
Passages, either of which l« superior | Continental line in a haphazard why! 
to San Juan, having very tittle current ^ connecting vaxlbue fragment# of, 
and no fog, the currents being the reg | rajlway wjjlch, have been located with- !

out any general plan. This effect wosilg 
be to lengthen «he whole line and un- • 
duly lower Its engineering character, 

the west ot Queen Charlotte’s Islands and aJmoet certainly give lt features 
to guide the mariner in approaching the wjjich would forever toe regarded a# 
tond, ae I see the Naval officers of the blemishing to a great trans-Continental 
United States report finding a bank to Une to realize Mr. Blair’s conception 
tly west of Prince of Wales’ Island, of a national railway, lt should, in 
Alaska, on which they caught some fine my judgTnent, begin at the Queb:o 
codfish- This bank Is just to the north bridge, now building, where it would 
of Graham Island, and I have no | form a direct connection with the In

tercolonial, and It should extend from 
Quebec by the meet direct route to 

veyed and re-chartered, as none of the port on the Pacific. From
charts are correct. It would not be what j know ^ the general character 
much expense, with the present Infor- j the intervening distance. I believe a j 
mation, to have them corrected. I feel

§ Report on Harbor and Skeenq

uilar e*bb and flow.
I ibelieve if this coast we» properly 

surveyed, soundings would be found to
in 1870 the Dominion Government The men and supplies were landed at1 chart to be only about three and à 

was in doubt whether to adopt a south- Fort Bfcsington on the 5th and the1 halt miles distant, while in £
steamer was then placed at our disposal little, it anything, short of eight mi es 

or northern route through Brit- ^ ^ examlnatloii of Port Slmpeou distant. This is a matter of some im- 
ish Columbia for the Canadian Pacific and the Wark injet. portance, for It is the southern extrem-
Railway. and in order to be In a post- We proceeded the same evening fo ity of Alaska, and were it as close, sS
tlon to decide Intelligently, Sir Sandford Metlahkatlah, where we had the advice shown, a. battery p*®ced tber® ‘ ®

.. . . . „ and assistance of Mr. Duncan, the Government of the United States could
Fleming, then chief engineer of the ^ England missionary, in en- prevent vessels entering or leaving
Canadian Pacific Railway (which was Indians with their canoes to Wark Inlet.
being constructed toy the Government take ua up the Skeena, where we an- Wark Inlet Is easily approached,
of Canada), was Instructed to send a ohored for the night. there toeing plenty of sea room, the .

„ v METLAHKATUyi. trance is 1,500 or 2,000 feet wide, 6
party of engineers to examine Port ^ ^ & ^ barbor {OT laTge ,es- mne farther In, it narrows to about
Simpson and the route eastward via sels the channfcl being narrow and tor- 1000 feet, but soon opens out again, and 
the Peace River and Pine River passe# tupus, end tj.e Inner part Is so small then averages one mile lil width all • y 
through the Rocky Mountains. The in- as to afford tout a very limited amount way to its heed. ,
structlons of these engineers, their re- °f accommodation. It is. however, ad- J» ^em ln

w mirably adapted for the use of canoes, tide, which causes a swirt current 
ports, etc., were published by the,Do- ^ - ,g c<mnected witb a number of the narrow entrance; but we saw no
minion Government in book form iand-iocked channels by which the sign of eddies, though we passed 
1886 and form very interesting reading, Skeena Rivet can be reached without through at about three quarter ebb,

/ , when it had a velocity of, perhaps, four
giving, as they do. detailed information facing the e^MpgoN mlleS per hour. ,
about the topography, soil and climate ^ monling we got under We tried a few sounding, . t.nB
of Northern British Columbia, and,9$, about 3 a jn. and passing north- found bottom at 38 fathoms, about'four
the Peace Rivet and Edmonton dis- wdLi between Ttolayson Island and mile» Inside the entrance, but failed tp

warns oerween ’ | flnd it again wlth„;76 fathoms,of line,
tricts, now proposed to be traversed by the malnland^entesed Port S,™P“fa by I tllT Within half a toile of the "head rdf 
the Grand Trunk Pacific and TraiwgWj*#°hannel to I thé inlet, where it is Sf'&thoms deep,
Canada Railway from Quebec ka°7nth*S harbor ^or about two B'°PinF gradually from tilat point to

remained in the harbor for about two . . f. fl.t d
Port Simpson. In his introduction to hours and, the tide, being out, had iin j ® ’ '
these reports Sir Sandford Fleming, on opportunity of observing that, within |
page 0, says: the dotted circle marked on the Charts I

, , ., around Harbor Reefs, and which is ;
"The objects of the examination ^ ag ̂  largely imposed

were to discover the most favorable or kelp, the greater part was left th& ^ WQUld prevent the
route from the coast to the Peace River at l0w water. By inspecting the chart I ^ Qf p„eg The area of land cuit-
District, on the eastern side of the It will be seen that within the southern able for a townsite Is very limited, the
mountains, and thence to the line al- *>art ot the hHrbor' Protected by this hills rising abruptly from the shore on
rerfv located near Edmonton- to gain reef fr°m the 00680 swe11’ thCTe lfl aD both sides of the channel. The only
ready located near Edmonton, to g area of about one-half mile by two. r6a„y avallable gpace ls the valley
full Information with regard to Port ,n the northern part there is a well- leadlag from the head of the tnJet t0
Simpson, its advantages and d'sodvant- sheltered bay Inside Blrnie Island, tbe skeena> not exceeding half a mile
ages as a harbor; to verify the reports about three-quarters of a mile square. ln wldth.
ns to Wark Inlet being navigable by T,h“e’ wlth ‘h« 'and-locked bay east If jt shquld at any time be deter-

of Flnlayaon e Island, afford about five m|nad to build a line of railway by the
™— 06680 mmn* 8hlps: to 88oertaln how miles of water frontage on the main. valley of tbe Skeena t0 port Simpson,
Jf *| far the country lying between the head. |and, besides a large extent on the cur- tbe head of wark Inlet could be used

of that sheet qf water and the River rounding islands. 1 as a temporary terminus; but the ac-
Skeena and the Valley of the Skeena The islands and reefs which inclose eomrr.odatlon both for railway and

. , the hartoor being low, vessels would shipping would be very much contrnct-
tiself were suitable for a railway line; ^ ^ p^tected from wlnd shou,d it ed.
and to obtain such definite information biow a gale from the west. This, lnj
respecting the nature of a portion of the case of small sloops, such as those T'Slmpsean Peninsula to Port Simpson,
the line accessible to steamers ' Tram which now trade along the coast, mlgnt jt would have to follow closely by the

, .... __ 1 cause Inconvenience, but large vessals ; sboTe 0f Work Inlet, and as the hills
t e ocean, as wou a m o a j may be considered safe when In calm r|ge directly from the water’s edge at
tract for construction being at once : -ttiuter, and westerly winds are not the slopes of one ln two or one in three, 
in the event of a northern toute being ( prevailing ones in the winter when 1 except for about four miles nearly cp-

gales most frequently occur. ! posite the Quattoon Inlet, where they
The shores of Port Simpson rise average perhaps one In one, much cur- 

gently from the water’s edge and are ; vature would be required and the ex
well adapted for the site of a city. ■ cavation would be In rock, but would 

There Is much rain to summer and BOt be excessive in quantity, .except for 
frequent snow storms occur in winter, the four miles above referred to.where 
but the snow seldom lies on the grourd there are also some snow-slides to be

provided against; these come, however, 
Were suitable lighthouses and fog- from heights of only 300 to 400 feet, 

signals erected on some of the northern and should not be classed with the Ap
points of Queen Charlotte Islands and alanehe courses met with in the valleys 
southern points of Alaska, as well
on other rocks and points nearer the ; on the River Skeena.

In rear of Port Simpson ls a low tract 
son would be m every way suited for, of country extending across to Wark 
the terminus of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway.

In this opinion I sm partially borne
out by Commander Pender, the naval 
officer who conducted the survey of

ern

■
PORT ESSINGTON.

Port Essington to situated on the 
River Skeena, about eleven miles from 
the mouth. Here «here ia a large badin 
about four miles long and two wide, doubt that it extends south.

This whole coast requires to be sur-

and the neaps 15 line, with splendid engineering feature# 
certain the Queen Charlotte's Islands wltb ordinary care, toe secured,
aire placed some miles too far east, ns woald paae aWay to the north of the 
I have taken several lunar observa
tions, and flnd from ten to twelve miles 
out in the different places. The lati-

î-ùgged shore of Lake# Huron, Super
ior, Nipigon and Winnipeg, thru al 
vast region reported generally of aUn* 

tiude of Cape St. James is correct, as j ^ with an abundance Of wood 
ls a too Part Simpson.* £

About three miles from tire entrance 
there is a low pass to Port Simpson be
tween thi£ jâllls—thence, going 'south
easterly there are benches near the 
shore line»'., which disappear, and ore 
succeeded, by side Hills, getting steeper 
As the heiad of the inlet is reached. In 
this later jSArtion five small tree slides 
were notij?ç^l, 50 to 200 feet wide, 
tending from 300 to 400 feet up the hill 
tide.
within three-fourths of a mile of ’he

There is hardly any level land at the 
head of Wark Inlet, but there is prob
ably a length of a mile where wharves 
can be built to advantage.

ace. and water.
First—The Quebec bridge to ln pro- I 

reliably informed at Pert I gr*»s. That structure I have always 
Essington that the months of June, July favored, tout it would have been a bold 
and August are the finest; that in Sep- man to have proposed such a work a | 
tomber, October end November there IB quarter of a century ago. Tbe Quebeo 
a considerable amount of rato, cloudy bridge will give the needed connection 
and strong winds, tout with very tittle with the Intercolonial, as well as with 
fog, similar to the northwest coast of the Grand Trunk Railway, and along 
Ireland. with a junction with these railway# ao-

Duiring December, January and Feb- cese and egres# to and from Atlantia 
ruary, strong gales. c«ld and frost, rain points at all season# 
and snow, the latter falling sometimes | Second-the greater part of the vast 
to a depth of two feet, but does not re-1 region through which the new line might 
main long on the ground. It is unusual pass between Quebeo and and Port 
for the thermometer to fail below zero. Simpson to woodland, and we have to- 

March, April and May compris» the day a new value to the timber, which 
principal rainy season at Port Easing- was undreamed of 26 Jcars ago. The 
ton, tout, strange to say. the climate territory to be traversed 1» ^ 
varies very much, tor ten to fifteen home of pulp wood, and ^‘hi. veger
miles off it is quite different. *** ^hav. JTnex-

I again visited the Skeena during the <* and Oni&vto hivo an ln«X
latter part of December, and found hauetlbte err* ready
large quantities of tee drifting up and I A crop of perennial Aartrter. wMf*.
down the river. Bblys could not remain ln 6^ent> 1 ven 6 American Con- 
at Port Essington during £emmtihs of Zl worid.

February and | * ^ expreggfd my ^bts

as to the wisdom or expediency of 
proceeding In a haphazard way to es
tablish a new trans-Continerital rail
way. I regard «he shortest line obtain
able between the tide waters of the 
two oceans as quite long enough. For 
that and other cogent reasons I would 
advocate the most . favorable route 
which can be had between; the Pprt of 
Quebec and Port Simpson for a nevf I Dominion Grand Trunk tihe, and at th# 

time to have in view tbe estato*

CLIMATE.
I was

Jtgayy masses of Ice, 
-drift up and: down 

hdgjjzxyould render this 
rW the winter, and

ex-

anchorage is very small.
The shores are Veil suited for the 

building of wharves, and would afford 
about two miles of water frontage; but 

! their construction would be expensive,
uated in latitude 54 deg., 34 min. N., 
longitude 130 deg., 23 min. W. It em
braces over four square miles of 
water, from four to twenty fathoms 
deep, with muddy bottom and good 
holding ground, and free from rocks 
and shoals,. It possesses great facil
ities for dockage, as the four-fathom 
water is found close to th'e banks.. It 
Is easy of access from sea, having no 
current tide, but merely rise and fail, 
well sheltered fiom all winds except 
from the west, which here seldom 
blows. The prevailing winds are south
west and northwust, from the effects 
of which the harbor la to well pro
tected that a little dingy boat can be 
rowed over It with safety In all sea
sons of the yes'. Ships could lie 
alongside of doeke at all times, and 
would require no towage either In en
tering or going t< sea.

From accurate measurement made 
thru a period of three, month» the 
rise arid fall of the tides was found to 
be as follows: Spring tides 23 feet and 
neap from 15 to 16 feet, very regular 
and scarcely influenced by winds.

During a residence of four months 
In the locality of Port Simpson and 
Chatham Sound, I did not experience 
elx hours of fog, and during that 
period there were only four parts of 
days and nights In which It would have 
been impossible to see to navigate ves
sels Into port. I have no hesitation In 
saying that It to one of the beat har
bors I was ever In.

»■ . » »
The result of my season’# work may 

be assumed as demonstrating the en-' 
tire feasibility <jf this portion of the 
river Skeena alé a practical route f<jh 
a railway. Work ton the Skeena. proper 
is root excessively Jieavy, the cost being 
more owing to the nature of the ma
terial than from, any great excess of 
quantities. The tributaries crossed are 
easily bridged and in all cases have 
but a slight depth of water.

* with the entrance to the “divide’’ 
aind extension to Port Simpson the 
work becomes rather formidable, but 
with nothing exceptionally difficult in 
construction.

e»»
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REPORT OF GEORGE
A. KEEFER

Port Simpson- a G»<rod Herb
Good Site to? a CUT—Warlc Inlet
Not Suitable for » Railway

• V -
Termina»—Good Route Gp the 
Skeena.

December, January,
March, and well into April. The north 
channel of the -Skeena à» blocked, full of 
ice nearly all winter, but It seldom 
reaches down aa far ag Kennedy I eland.£ Port Fleming is free from Ice;

I also visited Essington during the 
month of February for several day#, 
and found large quantities of ke ln and 
around it. The enow-fall here has been 
about 6 feet on the level. I measured 
the snow at several place* and found 
3 feet at Port Fleming, and 11-2 feet

New Westminster, B.C.,
January 23, 188D.

Sandford Fleming, Esq., C. M . G., i£n- 
j. glaeer-in-Chiet,
" Dear Sir,—In accordance with the

R
In extending such a line down the

X

REPORT OF REV.8 0. M. GORDON;

g substance, of" your instructions, my 
work for the past season, has been Con
fined to a trial location from the head 
of the Wark, Inlet, through the "divide” 
to the Skeena River, ahd.-thence as far 
eastward, following the, north or, right 
bank of the river, as the Seasoh would 
admit; also embracing an examination 
of the shores of Wark Inlet with a view; 
to the ultimate Extension of the ifne to 
Port Simpson, and a general opinion as 
to the adaptability of that jpolnt as a 
terminal harbor for the Canadian ^Pa
cific Railway.

On the 3rd of June last in e'qinpuiy 
with Messrs. Cambie and McLébd, I 
left Victoria on the Hudson -Co.'s 
steamer “Princess Louise,” landïpg my 
party and supplies at Port Essington 
on the 6th.

Port Essington. or Spucksute, is a 
a railway can be found from Port STnnii Indian village or trading post 
Simpson via the Rivers Skeena, Babine, af the mouth of tiie-Skeena,.and about

nine miles below the southern or Skee
na entrance to the divide, leading to 
Wark Inlet. '

On the following day, lit. Cample 
having secured the steamer for that 
purpose, ap examination of pert Slmp- 

*ud-Work-pilet was made, and rc-

1 L , same
at Inverness. llshment of railway service with allI herewith «ctae' *■“* Le-irable points by branche» judicious-
It ls to be regretted that the winter I By havlng regard to the*
have passed here has not been nearer p^p,^ gr6at advantag#
an average season, as the record of U l ld_ ,Q my judgment; result. If 
may deceive many. eeems to me that there Is ample room

This has been the most severe winter |{of ^ ^ rauway! It would in qo 
ever known here. The severity of the aay faterfere wtth any other line, and 
weather has, according to the opinions jt ma ^ reg^ed as a natural de- 
of residents of 20 years’ standing, never velopmenrt ^ the railway eywtem ol 
been equalled. Canada. I .am satisfied that it to pow

The average winter here to moist. eR>]e ^ eetalMj* a splendid national 
and Just as free from fog as this one | ^ m ^ route proposed, with th# 
has been, with north and southeast I beat ocean portg M its terminal. Wlthl 

l-n Dixon entrance the temperature winds. Ten degreee ef frost I* con. ^ Rocky M0untain passage very muoti 
of the water was found to be off Rose sldered very low temperature. So en-| tower than thatnf any railway yet oon- 
Spit 50 deg., and off North Cape 54 tlrely were tfte residents unprepared 
deg. Mean of climate from the 14th 
July to 24th August, 68 deg., lowest 64 
deg., and highest 63 deg. The above 
readings of the thermometer were In
the shade, and from the 27th June to the thermometer at zero, 
the 24th August, 1 experienced only The snow-fall, (at Port Slmpeon). I tiement# and profitable Industries 
four parts of days of rain and a lit- although not very great, has continued where such are not now poeeible. In 
tie fog, the wind light end variable; on the ground longer than known be- | the far North-Weet It would open ug 

this is the most even climate

Port Simpson to a small village that 
has gathered around an old Hudson's 
Bay Company’s post (from which lt to 
sometimes called Fort Simpson), and- is

+0 chosen.
"This examination really Involved the 

determination of the problem whetherR
§S the choice of the Burrard Inlet route 

should be sustained or abandoned; and 
if construction should he Immediately 
commenced on the southern or on .a

occupied; almost entirely by Indians.
favorably situated-ni The harbqr is most 

Easy of access for steam navigation, 
through the channel by 
tererVtt, from "the south, lt to easy of re
cess To# sailing ships or steamers ap
proaching from the we»t,; through Dix
on Straits^, .that separate the Queen 
Charlotte ^Stands from-Alaska; and lt 
is as safe* as it to accessible. Facing 
the west it . has two approaches—Dodd 
Passage between the south-western ex
tremity of tie harbor and à reef of 
rocks and Irçskip Passage, which sep
arates this reef of rocks on Its north
ern side from Blrnie Island. Between 
Blrnie island and Jhe northefp extrem
ity of the harbor, there la a choked 
passage not fit for any navigation, save 
that of cirnoes dr other light, craft# 
This reef of rocks, though hidden it 
high tide, Is traceable at low water on 
account of the kelp attached to it, and

for more than a few days.r which we eh-norfhern tine.
"The service was consequently one of 

The Instructions to the of-Importnnce. 
fleers selected, together with their re- as leading to Dean’s Canal, Bete Inlet or
ports, are given hi full ln the appen
dix.

»

harbor, lt seems to me that Port Simp-

g Inlet, so that .a line could be brought the North American 
for such unprecedented weather, that] Continent, and with general engineer- 
all the vegetables have been frozen, as ,ng features even more favorable than 
none of the cellars were constructed those obtained on the Intercolonial 
to guard against a temperature with | Railway, such a fine would five

breadth to Canada, and admit of eet-

I strutted acrossto any part of the port with ease.» » » » » e
GENERAL RESULTS.

As the result of the season’s explor
ations. the ‘following conclusions may 
be arrived at: that a northern route for

if MR. CAMBIE'S REPORT
if Mr. H! J. Cambie, now chief engineer, 

of the C.P.R. Pacific Division, was
that part of the coast See the report 
of 1877, page 295, where, in reply to 

rider of the party of engineers employ- que6tion 25, he describes Port Slipp
ed to make the examination, and the son as the “finest harbor north °f, Driftwood, Omenica and F Into y to the

Beaver Harbor In Vancouver Island.”; peace River Pass; and that some other. 
On page 297, of the same report, :n though more circuitous routes are avail- 

reply to question 28, Admiral Cochrane able by which the same pass could be 
mentions that “little or no difference reached.

found in the temperature of the The Peace River, which to the low >st 
sea at that latitude (Port Simpson) ! known pass through the Rocky Moun

tains, offers a wonderfully favorable 
line for a railway through that range, 
and for sixty miles east of its main

*if for ranching the rich plains of the 
Mr. Hall of the Hudson Bay Com-1 peace River and northern British Col- 

pany, for Instance, records the budding imbta, and render the most distant 
of trees at Port Simpson on the 10th gold-fields more easily accessible at ail 
February, 1878, and at that time flow-j seasons, 
era were In bloom In his garden.

was fore.following extracts arc taken from h.s 
Interesting report, made to Sir Sand-

New

ever In.
I ran a line across from Wark Inlet 

Harbor, at the lowestford Fleming, under date of 
Westminster, January 20, 
pages, 38, 39, 40 and 55:

Sir,—I have the honor to submit the 
following report on the survey and ex
plorations made, during the Summer of 
1879, to determine if a northern route \

’to-Port Simpson
it serve* as a partial breakwater foe part of the peninsula, course was S.
any sea that might roll ln from the pit- 50 deg. W„ 4.500 feet distant from
eifle, while Blrnie Island completes ths water to water, summit about 60 feet- The extremely severe weather of the 
protection of the harbor on the western I cannot see any difficulty in bringing present winter has been by no mean# 
side. The extent of the harbor may a line down the south side of Wark as by accounts received from the
be set down at not less (han three miles Inlet and then across to Port Sim peon n0Tth and south of us, as well as from 
in length, with an average breadth qf at the above place. the interior, such weather has never
nearly one mile. Its only exposure is to Wark Inlet 1» quite narrow at the been known.
the west, especially through the ap- Entrance, and only 32 fathoms deep. THE SNOW-FALL AT PORT SIMP- 
proa oh known as Inskip Passage, but Entering about a mile the water deepen# gON during this winter did not exceed 
no severe gale* ever visit H from that 30 160, and above that all the way up, 28 inches altogether, and from informa- 
quarter. Flnlayaon Island and the Dun- there to no anchorage.ln any part of It, tion gathered respecting other winters 
das Islands protect It to the south- except the, little bay oppts:te Port the average MAXIMUM to NOT
west and fcSuth, while any gale* from Simpson, where I ran line across. GREATER THAN 18 INCHES, and
the northeast, east or southeast (the »•»»»» ,t r-ever remains more than a day or
prevailing quarters for high winds ln PORT SIMPSON. two
this locality) can scarcely have any in- After having made a thorough ex- 
fluence on its waters, ae tt is eo well amination of Port Simpson and its ap- 
defended on these sides by the high proaches from the Pacific Ocean, I 
surrounding land- The anchorage to re- may say there are few harbors In the 
ported by Captain Lewis to be excel- United Kingdom of Great Britain and

^Ireland to equal It

I 11880, on was When the day arrive* to open th# * 
thru route It will b#g son __

turning to Pord;Essington, I joined my 
pbrty the same evening. J.

AS Mr. Gamble haa,.ln his report given 
a full and exhaustive description of the 
points embraced in (that part of your 
Instructions relating to Port Simpson 
and XVerk Inlet, It will be unnecessary 
for me to give lt more than a brief no
tice. confining myself more particularly 
tio the portion covered by'my trial lo
cation- -..

railway a* a 
found to possess advantages, in res
pect to distance#, as compared with the

vie San Francisco and New A 
From Yokohama to Liverpool t.

and at Vancouver,” and mentions this 
fact amongst others to show that the 
climate is tempered by oceang cur-

routesummits.
The Pine River Pass is also a re

markable one, and though the-eleva-^ 
tion to much greater than that by thç 
Peace River, the works in passing

rents.
We left Port Simpson by the Inakip 

is a magnificent en-

York.
the passage a arose the Pacific Ocean , 
would be 605, and across the Atlantia 
195 nautical mile* less. While the lend 

would be 502 statute miles

could be found by Peace River and the, passage, which 
River Skeena. or any of their trlbutar-1 trance, being about half a mile wide 
lee to Port Simpson on the coa t c.fg and free from strong currents or ob- ; 

structlons ot any kind, and steamed
distance
less, the total saving on the whole dls- 

would be about 1423 statute

through tbe mountain range would be 
, lighter. A favorable line can be found 
from the valley of the Skeena via the 
Watsonquah River. Fraser Lake and 
Fort McLead to connect with this pass, 
but such a line woujd be very circuit- 

miles longer then the

British Columbia.
Messrs. Maeleod, Keefer, Gordon nrd 

myself left Ottawa on May 12th and 
reached Victoria, British Columbia, on 

wson of the 
r. Horetzky,

L g around to Wark Inlet.
WARK INLET.

stance 
miles.

Regarded simply from * Cana41*» 
standpoint, I cannot conceive any pub
lic undertaking that would bette» 

the wants of the new Dominion,

As all nautical authorities have 
agreed upon the advantages of Port 
Simpson over any existing harbors on 
the northern coast, there only remains 
the question of it# capacity and the fa
cilities of its land approaches, to deter
mine whether it may be considered as 
a fit terminal point for an important

1g coast ofA nautical survey of the 
Northern British Columbia was m ide 
by Commander Pender, and no doubt 
the entrance ia correctly placed on the 
Admiralty Charts, but the channel It
self has not been surveyed, and is in-

fhe 24th, Dr. G- M.
Geological Survey, and 
having joined us at San Francisco on

Dai
M The mean temperature of the water 

in the harbor was 34 deg. during De- meet 
cemtoer, January and February; it never throughout its whole extent- I rejolc# to

know that It ha« so soon in Canadian 
history been brought up ter ■eripue 

During all this seven month# the doneidert-Uon.

ous and many 
northern one.

the 19th.
We spent ten days ln Victoria mak

ing preparations, and on June 3rd sail
ed northward in the Hudson Bay Com
pany’s steamer "Princess Louise.”

H. J. CAMBIE.(Signed),
SANDFORD FLEMING, ESQ., C-M.G., 

Canadian Pacific
fell to freezing point thruout these 
months.correctly sketched.

Point Wales is situated opposite the 
and would appear from the

Engineer-in-Chlef
Railway, Ottawa. railway, and if , filling die requirements^ lent.

- - rentrance ■
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