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That is, to a finish of the present Turkish policy and

armamer ,. Asia Minor will stand by the Turkish cause,

even if Europe and Constantinople, and even if the

Holy Places and all the Arab-speaking provinces, be lost.

Its allegiance does not depend on either the tradition

of Roum or the Caliphiate, but on essential unity with

the Ottoman nation. In fact, Asia Minor is Turkey.

There the Ottoman nation was formed ; there, prepared

equally by Byzantine domination and by Seljukian

influence, the great mass of the people long ago identified

itself insensibly and completely with the tradition and

hope of the Ottomans. The subsequent occupation of

the Byzantine capital by the heirs of the Byzantine

system, and their still later assumption of Caliphial

responsibility, were not needed to cement the union.

Even a military occupation by Russia or by any other

strong Power would not detach Anatolia from the

Turkish unity ; for a thing cannot be detached from

itself. But, of course, that occupation might cause the

unity itself to cease to be after long years.

Such an occupation, however, would probably not be

seriously resisted or subsequently rebelled against by the

Moslem majority in Asia Minor, supjMjsing Turkish arma-

ments to have been crushed. The Anatolian population

U a sober, labouring peasantry, essentially agricultural

and wedded to the soil. The levies for Yemen and

Europe, which have gone far to deplete and exhaust it

of recent years, were composed of men who fought to

order and without imagination steadily and faithfully,

as their fathers had fought ; but without lust for war,

or Arabian tradition of fighting for its own sake, and

with little, if any, fanaticism. Attempts to inspire

Anatolian troops with religious rage in the late Balkan

Wars were failures. They were asked to fight in too


