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riowMa—«Kti aa doffwood, or Many of ikt CompoaitM (Ranflowar family >—wHh
a high or cnalilaa-IUf nmtra ahovld be pfiaaiJ Iqr tka Ma of a anwbtr of placaa of

drjrtnc-papM- ml ai aliowB In rig. 7, aamriant to mmw* aqoal pi aaaiira <m Um ihairjr

parla arovnd tba cntra.

t^MaONUM.

Many ptaata are liable to the attarka of Inaeea wblch lay their egga In the

flower* or flower-beada. TliMe egga often batch dnrlng or after the drying ofiera-

tlona. and If laid past at once caterpUlara may play haroe with the ipedaMna.

fraqaently eating their way through the herfaarlnm abaeta. The preaenc* of auall

pellets like gralna of gunpowder In the Tldnlty of the flowera ladkata that the

fpeclmena need to be attended to at ouce.

In addition to this, ipeHmena are liable to be attacked by wltea (Acarl).

romvlimem but errimt^nialy. rfferred tu as small Insects. Tbeee sre moat frequently

found In the flowers and hollow stem* of herbaceona plants, and on acroont of their

feeding In the Interior of the plant they may be at work long before they are

discovered. If the minute creature* are not noticed running over the paper, tbelr

preeence may be suspected when a flne powdery dnat—often accompanied by the

disintegration of flowera or the crumbling vt stems—Is obaerred on a herbarium

•heet.

In order to avoid such attacks It Is adrtsable, though not abaolntely necessary,

to poison the specimens after they tiare been presaed and dried. It should be

mentioned that some specimens lose a little of their brilliant colouring after belo>'

polsuned; the majority, however, are unaltered If rapidly dried again.

No speclmeus are incorporated In the inovlnctal Ilerliarlam until they have been

poisoned. All specimens after being preaaed and dried, and aU pressed specimens

received from conespondents, are polaoned at the flrat opportunity. It la therefore

unnecessary for correapondents to poiaon specimens sent to the Botanical Office.

The following la the method adopted In thla Department, and can be recom-

mended as probably the best for all hertmrinm purpoaea :—

From 20 to 40 OS. of polaonlng solution are poured into a large flat enamel or

earthenware dish (the solution corrode* metal). The qwclmena are dipped one by

one for a few seconds In this, then placed dlrectiy cm the drying-paper and again

returned to the pressing-frame to dry. After twenty-four houra the drying-paper

should be quickly changed ; the rapid evaporation of spirit from petals or thin leaves

tends to make them curl up.

During the poisoning operation It is necessary to see tuat every part of the

specimen is submerged in the solution; specimens with large flower-heads should

remain long enough to become permeated, ao that any eggs, cnterpillars, or mite*

may be destroyed.

To prepare the solution : Dissolve 1 oa. corroalve aubllmate (powder or crystala)

In 3 pints of methylnti-d spirit, and add 1% oa. strong carbolic acid. Keep corked

to prevent evaporation of spirit. (Notb.—Aa »»«« loMton i* dangemuth poUon «
thonU be labelled no, and kept om( of the rewth of ehMren.)

The specimens may be moved in the fluid by meana of thin pieces of wood. The

akin and flnger-nalls become hardened by frequent handling ot apectmena while In

the solution : this may be obviated by the use of rublier glove* or flnger-stalls.

When a bundle of spedmena has been poisoned, the remaining solution may be

poured back for future nae.

If traces of a white depoalt are found on the spertniens after they have been

poisoned and dried, this Indicates that the solution has l)econ)e too strong through

the evaporation of spirit ; add sufficient spirit to ensure that no deiMSit la 1^.

Specimens thus prepared are practically proof against moths, mites, and mould,

and are ready to be mounted aa permanent preparations.


