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flomo yearflBgo by Capl. Erenton, whangiv- in the most horril»le manner, are the fruiie

ing his evidence before the Committee on of intoxioution. Is it an atrocious highway
Drunkenness, that "spirits are more dan_<i;c- robbery? or the murder of a father by hit

reus than gunpowder I" From what quar-json—ot a son by his father—of a husband
ter may we not summon witnesses? Arelorawife? A thousand to one but alcohol

tLey military or naval oflicers? They a??ure lis the exoitinp; eause. It is estimated that

us that, in almost every instance, the disor-!in the United States one murder at least i,^

derly conduct which renders punishment ne-;committed every day under ihc influence of

cessary is traceable to the use of intoxicating

liquors? Ai'e they merchants, or mannfac-

terers, or builders of palaces or railroads ?

—

They tell us of losses continually sustained

intoxicatin'T drinks.o
Government, as the organ of society,

cares for the health, the property, the life of

every member of the community, and plan.s

by the unsteadiness, negligence, and insubor- and strives to build up a prosperous people,

dination of drunken clerks and workmen.— iBut strong drink is the great obstruction.

Are they physicians ? They describe horri- jit stands in the way of all patriotism. It

fying cases of delirium tremens, and show us thwarts the best intentions, blasts the bright-

how the cholera, as it passes along from ; est hopes, mocks and balks t!;e wisest efiurts,

town to town, always sweeps oiT the drunk- and spreails desolation all around. I do not

hrds. Are they lawyers? They point to v.-onder that u German author, writing re-

the strong boxes on their shelves, containing eently on this subject, has given to his woik
title-deeds which ouce belong-d io sober! this title— '' Alcohol is ^Sata::'a blood." I dj
men, and now belong to those whose tire- not wonder at the expression used by tha

water maddened them on to ruin. Are they
|
Swedish peasantry, v.dio, as they go Irom

clergymen? They refer to death-beds oljdistiilery to distillery, putting out the Ores

anguish and horror inexpressible, and thejand stopping the work, say \j the owners—
bitter vvailings of penniless widows and or- " You shall make no more hdl-brotk." " A

touching incident," says a iSwedish clergy-

man, in a iettt'i- written about four months

pbans—made penniless by the intemperance

of their natural protectors. Are they judges ?

Every charge complains of the increase of ago, "has taken place in my neigbbourLood.

crime. Are they juries? Their i)re£ent- Some poor country people have deteriiiined

ments, year after year, give the same un- to go en foot to the King (.'U)U miles.) 'Vr©

varying testimony. Arc they olilcers o'l po

Jice, jailors, governors ot lunatic asylums
find penitentiaries ? They bear witness, as

with one voice, that three-fourths of the

crime committed in every country, and three-

fourths of the pauperism, and conseciuently

of the expenditure incurred by society to

punish the one and sustain the other, must bo
laid to the charge of the bottle and the class.

lou build prisons—and intemperance tills

them. You establish poorhouses—and th'^j

are occupied by the families of inebri-

ates. You erect lunatic asylums—and orie-

Ihalf of their inmates have been prepared for

those melancholy abodes by the use of strong

<lrink. What is worse, you license men tu

Bell the brandy, the whiskey, and the I'um,

and thus secure a continual succession of in-

habitants for the prisons, the poor-houses,

and the lunatic asylums.

hear them."

Let L.e nov.' proceed to observe, thai

legidative auictincuis for the reijulatioii and
control of the sale of intoxlcatlv(j liquors

nave proved an entire failure.

Before entering on this part of the discus-

sion, I will briefly advert to theTemperane«
refonn. The agitation commenced abmit

Crime has been mentioned. T!ie v/orst of! twenty-nine years ago, and (piiekly spread

all crimes—those springing from the fiercest itlirongh tliR United States— thonrc to ('irent

j;>assion8 of human natu'*e—and periietraied I'ritain and hr-r C^loni'^s— an'' ?vrt(»rwards

must beg liini,' they say, ' to takt away tb«

brandy ; we are most of ns lost drunkards,

and wiien the rich proprietors and ihrmer.1

force upon us brandy, as payment for onr
labour, then v/e have not strength to with-

stand the temptation.' This thought ha*

occurred to the jioor men themselves. Theiv
words seem tu me iiiexpressibly afTecting,

It is an awakened conscience v/hieh crita

out loud during the intervals between tbn

iits 01 int,cx:c!.iion. It btgs for nirrcy and'

deliverance from the evil. I could weeo t j


