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«l^ I Afric»,iii l0Hta4i> H deg. north, tre found Jet, black, tfwoff

olive, k. ' whUp inhabiiarrtB, «M speaking the same language, whieh

is the Arabic. This particular part of Africa ia called the Magt^

dozo kingdom : the inhabitants an j stout, warlike nation, of the

Mohometan reit^'on. Here, it appears, is permanent evidence, L)«t

clinuate or food have no efTtrt in materially changing the huea of

dm complexion, each retaining heir own original tincture ; even the

wAtito ia found as atubbom in tliia torrid sky, as the black in the

northern countries. •. f^-

The whites found there, are the descendants of the ancient Ro-

mans, Carthagenians, Vandals, and Ootha ; who were, it is Mscrted

by John Leo, the African, who wrote a descrijUion of Africa in Ara-

bic, all anciently comprehended under the general name of Mauri

or Moortf as well as the black Moors themselves. (Morse'a Uni-

vcnal Geo. vol. ii. pp. 754> 781.) ;m '^wiw ,«•*»* ?«' •wp' » •^'*

Shemi according to the comniouly received opinion, vras the eld-

est son of Noah ; and as the complexion of this child did not differ

from that of other children born before the flood, all of whom are

Supposed to have been red, or of the copper hue, on the ground of

Adam's complexion ; Noah did not, therefore, name the child at

first sight, from any extraordinary impulse, arising from any singn*

lar appearance in the complex! q, but rather, as it was his first born

son, he called him Shem, lUat is renown, which name agrees, in a

surprising manner, with what we have hereafter to relate, respect-

ing this character.

The impulse in the mind of Noah which moved him to call thi»

fir$t son of his Sheiiij or rcnownj may have been similar to that of

the patriach, Jacob, respecting his first bom son. He says Re^^^

&en, thou art my first bom, my might, ana the beginning of my
strength, the excellency of dignity, and the excellency of power.

The ideas are similar, both leading to the same consequence ; in

one case, it is retioumj in tb^' other, the excellency > ^ >v7» i, which

is equivalent to renown, all of which, in both ru^f.),n. v om the

mere circumstance of those children being the ju«i oorn. Jii'.«r<bD>:

It is not unusual for parents to feel this sensation, on the birth of

a first child, especially if it be a son ; however it is not impossible

't tre prophetic spirit moved Noah so to name this son by the ex*

^roioftr} uppellatbn, retuncny or Shem ; and the chief trait of ce-

to attach itself to the character of Shem was to
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