
4 BAMBLES AKB ADVENTUBES.

tractable little fellow, and listened attentively to my
lectures on the evils of play ; but, alas, I fear they had
but small effect, for the little wretch was an inveterate

gambler, and up to all the mysteries of whist, hewkei

poker, and bragg. I forget at present his exact height

;

but, as far a^ I can recollect, he measured twenty-four

or twenty-five inches ; had light hair, a pretty cmldish

face, was about sixteen or seventeen years of age, and
weighed fifteen pounds—the weight of a good-sized leg

of mutton. Bamum, the well-known entrepreneur^

was with him constantly, and behaved with the utmost

kindness to his young charge, never urging the child to

do anything to which he showed much disinclination,

yet, at the same time, exercising a very necessary and
wholesome authority over him. His father and mother

also travelled in his suite, and were certainly above the

average height: his mother appeared a kind and amiable

person ; she informed me that she had two daughters in

Canada, where she usually resided, and that she, her

husband, and relatives were Canadians, and the little

General, consequently, a subject of her Majesty Queen
Victoria. Some of my fellow-passengers told me that

Bamum had, by the exhibition of Tom Thumb, cleared

in a few years the enormous sum of 100,000^. It is

satisfactory to add, that I was informed he had acted

most liberally towards the parents, having greatly in-

creased the stipulated amount for the little General's

exhibition.

About the middle of the passage, a conversation arising

relative to the sufferings of the poor in Ireland, an
American gentleman suggested a subscription in aid of

the funds then raising for their relief ; and the proposi-

tion having been ably seconded by a Canadian merchant,

the result exceeded our expectations, in a collectionM 120/,

About this period the weather became more severe,


