
CHAPTER XIV

THE crew of the Messageries Maritimes
steamship Due d'Orlems will teU of a

taU Sikh officer, with many medals on his
breast, who boarded their ship in Bombay
with letters to the captain from a British
officer of such high rank as to procure him
instant accession to his request. Bound
homeward from Singapore, the Bue d'Or-
lems had put into Bombay for coal, sup-
plies and orders. She left with orders for
Marseilles, and on board her there went this
same Sikh officer, who, it seemed, had missed
the transport on which his regiment had
sailed.

He had with him a huge, ill-mannered
charger, and one Sikh trooper by way of
servant. The charger tried to eat all that
came near him, including his horse-box, the
ship's crew, and enough hay for at least two
ordinary horses. But Ranjoor Singh, who
said very Uttle to anybody about anything
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