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"WITNESS."

OF THE MONTREAL

My Dear Mk. Doi'gail:

Abst'noe aiirt prossuro of work have pre-

Tented uie sooner iiUHWcriug your roceiit

letter. Altboiifih your coinnuinication is Ji

private one, and seek.s to elieit my i>rivate

opinion as to tlie eventual result of comuuT-
cial union as affecting British <'onnecti<>M, I

avail myself of your invitation to furnish yon
a public reply for the columns of youi' paper,

IK'- order that otliers beside yourself may he
informed of how the mattta- i^ regarded from
tills point of view. Tlie lay-note of your
letter is contained in the^ closing sentence of

the following paragraph :—

"jVty object in writing you is, in the lirst
•dace, to eoniaratulate you on the itnpurtance
ml beneiicence of tlie cause j'O!' are advo-
*^ing Avith suc'.i vigor and ability, and. in
second place, to ask you for my own editi-
on if you really thiidc there is standing

om on your platform for ''amvtians who are
)t prepa'i'l to lor.sake Britlsli allegiance. "

In attempting to reply to this direct and
pointed (iuesti«)n, it is important that there
should be no amlngulty. foi' it is evident, tliat

if such a reply couhl be framed as would rv-

move (tpubt on this point, a great step would
be taken to promote in Canada the cansi- of

commercial \iniou with the United Htates.

Impre.>-8ed with the importance of the task
whi(!h you have committeit to me, I lieg, first,

to say to you, that so iar as I can fathom it,

the motive whicli prompts tlie movement
among Canadians here toward commercial
union is tlie good ot Canada, comldned with

the maintenance of Britit-h connection. No
Canadian can reside for any lenuth of time
within the United States, and fail to Im^ iin-

piessed with the ariva'ntages which w<miM
j-CMilt from a busiue.-s connection with this

country. Every day bring* forth evidence of

progress In all that contributes to njatorial

growth. The llherality, nay, the extrava-

gance of the pfople of this country seem
entirely Just itied by the constant growth in

the Bources of income ; in the develojiment

of great natural ro8curi3e8 ; the profits from

vast bii.sine.ss entorprise.s, and the .steady nc-

c'lmulatioiis in monetary" institutiouB and
Governmental revenues; and also in the
rapidly increasing population of tlie best elasa

of imuiigration, to which the wliole world in

contriliuting. With this marvelhms jnocea-

siou of circumstances daily in view, it is im-
possible not to feel tliat our beh>ved Canada
ought in some way to more largely benetit

than she does by the growth, right at her
own borders, of a nation so powerful, .«o ri(^h,

and .so mruh in need of all that she has to

oHer. This feeling is all I he more constant
becrinse ot the kuowiedgf) that Canada ia

riciierin natural resoun-es than tiie United
states theiui-olves ; that in her fo/ests, flsher-

ies, H«'lil8 and mines are riches, now almost
dormant, that Avould yicdd a return of the
most satisfactory kind, if once the barrier
that divides the two countries were to bo
oiditcratcd. If this could be d<m>i without
sundering the lu'. tliat binds Canad.i to Great
Britain; if. Avitliont sitcriticing the pra«;ti<ial

political indetienuence (f our native land, and
without imperilling her future in the ex-

periment which in a Gov(?rnmeiit by the
peoph) is here being slowly and not altogether
satisfactorily worked out, surely this pro-
position couldhardly fail to meet with favor.

No mode by which this couhl bo done has
ever ^eellled possible exc(^pt the admission ot

Canada iiit<» the Union, and th** abncsgation by
her of her political existence. That this waa
n^pugnaiit to tlie great majority ot Canadian
residi^nts in tiio Unit<Ml Statt^s, is evident
from the fact that no movement of this char-
actor has ever been ai>parent. Between
seAcn hundred and lifty thousand and a
milU<m Canadians are in active busines.s in

thL-i <M)untiy
;
yet no organization, no sugges-

tion, or even lndivi«hial expressions in tho

direction of annexaiion are called to mind..
For my own part, though in most frequent
communication with hundreds of my country-
men, I cannot now recall a siuffle instance
where a political separation was favored ; ob>
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