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Confirmation, for Holy Matrimony and Solemn Iki-

rial, for the Keading and Preaching of God's Word,

and particularly, hecausc most commonly, for the

Ohlation of Prayer and Praise, of Confession, of

Thanksgiving, and of Supplication. For what-

ever public use a ministry is designed, to that use

is this House of God for ever set apart. Here,

through all ages, shall ascend the petitions of

humble worshippers. Hither shall broken hearts

be brought, and here shall they pour out their

griefs before God, the Father of us all. Here shall

the penitent hear the soothing sounds which pro-

nounce his pardon in the Absolution. Here shall

the firm believer, with mien erect, declare his faith

in the adorable Trinity. Here shall the needy

suppliant present his wants to the bounteous Giver

of every good gift. These walls shall be vocal

with the songs of Praise ; and the gushing tide of

Thanksgiving shall swell backward to its Source,

the Fountain of all mercies. Hither shall the

mother bring her infant, with the deep yearnings

of a mother s love, and here shall she consecrate it

to her God in the regenerating waters of the Font.

Here shall the faithful Pastor rightly divide the


