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had fpread itfelf through all ranks of people,

which had contributed to enlighten their

minds, foften their hearts, and enlarge their

underftandings. Mr: Pitt declared, he was

ready to do juftice to the DilTenters of former

times, as he was ready to do juftice to the

prefent. It was not on the ground that they

would do any thing to affi^dt the civil Govern-

ment of the country, that they had been ex-

cluded from holding civil offices, but that if

they had any additional degree of power in

their hands, they might. It would, he be-

lieved, be admitted by all men, that the efta-

blKhment of a fettled form of Church, and of

its Minlfters, was neceffary to the civil Govern-

ment of the country. Was it then proper to

prevent the emoluments and offices of the

Eftabliftied Church from being diftributed

among perfons, whofe charadlers, however

refpedable they might be, were not Mern-

bers of the fame Communion ? The Quef-

tion, therefore, had been, whether thcfe

offices, which might in one view be confidered

as a matter of favour, and in another as a-

matter of truft, {hould be given to perfons

well affcded to the Church, or to perfons of

a very different defcription. He faid, it was

matter of favour, becaufe it was confiftent

with


