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the true caufcs of their taking up arms, and

fuch are the reafons why you may be aflured

they will never difarm, while the Britilh coun-

cils are directed by the authors of fo much injus-

tice and cruelty. In the mean time, though

I am confident that I have pointed out the true

fource of theprefent civil war in America, I

beg it may be noted, that I (hall not take the

future condii<fl of the Americans for any proof

of their original intention ; on the contrary,

fls their temper and conduft muft ever be

formed and regulated by the treatment they

receive, I firmly believe that they are already

fo far alienated, and their indignation fo per-

feflly roufed by the late meafures of govern-

ment, that you are in a fair way to lofe them
for ever. You are pleafed to fuppofe that the

Americans have long fought for a fiate of In-

aependence,but they may becompelled by vigo-

rous meafures lo fubmit to your difclpline ; on
the other hand, I am fully perfuaded that the

defire of independence was foreign from their

hearts, but your vigorous meafures will drive

them to that refuge, and will, if continued,

compel them to remain an independent ftate.

This, however, is an opinion in which I have
the misfortune to differ from your Lord(hip,

and may continue to differ, till heaven has been

pleafed to reflore or deftroy this empire. In
the menn while you will give the Americans
leave to fay, that hitherto the Lord hath helped

them. From the beginning of this difpute

the fpirit of vvifdom has foriaken your coun-

cils, you have been difappointed in every mea-
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