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by the Britifh Gcr.eral, who left it to depend upon the King's
pleafurc. After thirteen years experience of the dutiful, peace*

able and good behaviour of his Canadian fubje£ls, and at a time
when his other American fubjefts were become turbulent, licen-

tious, and refraftory, the King, to whofe goodnefs the matter

had been referred, thought proper, with the approbation and
confent of Parliament, to comply with ihe reafonable expeAa-
tions and requefts of the Canadians, in allowing the clergy to

enjoy their wonted fupport, under certain reilridlicns and limita^

tions. But this indulgence by no means converts the iUpulated

toleration into an eftablifhment, as the Gentlemen of the Con-
l^refs are pleafed to aflerr.

Tit&es in Canada are ihepreperty of the Rcmifh church;

permitting a tolerated church to enjoy its own property, is far

ihort of the idea cf an eftablilhment.- If the city of Nsw-Yc«k
ihould be conquered by the Papifis from FraKce^ or the IftdejltttiF-

^nts from New-Engl.ind, (which I believe in my confcience

would be much the worft event of the. two) apd at tlic time of
its furrender, the corporation ^rTf-ini^Chttrch (honld contrad
for t\icfree exerci/e of their religien, &c. the confirmation of this

liberty, with apermiflion ftill to enjo^ theeflat^ that belongs to

them, (upon which foine people have long ca^ an envious and
wilhful eye) would not amount io what is consionlyunderftood

by % religious eftablifhment. An eftablifhed religion, is a reli-

gion which the civi^ authority engages, not only' to proteA, but

to fuppcrt ; and a religion that is not provided for by the civil

authority, but which is left to proxnde for itfelf, or to fabfift on
the proviilon it has already made, can benbiboiie than a tole-

rated religion.

Now the Popifh religion in Canada the Gcvcmmcnt is tin-

der no engagement to provide for ; it is only allowed to enjoy

fucb pro.viiions as it has made for itfelf, in a general way ; anrf

when this proportion is curt:uled, whenever a Papift cmbrac s

the Picteftant religion ; and the various relig:ous orders and
communities are entirely difpofiefTed of their refpe£Uve efiefls*

But it evidently appears from the a£t, that it istheobjeAof Go-
vernment to make provifion, as fafi as the ftate of the country

will admit of it, ** iox the encouragement of the Frctejicnt religitn,

** 2jid for the maintenance and Jufport of a Protejiant Clergy.**
'' From what has been offered, the inference is clear, that the

Popifh religion is only tolerated in Canada i and that it is meant
toeilablifh theProteftant religion in that cokny. If, after all,

men will confound the meaning ofwords, and make nodifUndion
between toleration and eftahlijhment, they degrade themfelves in-

to the rank of quibblers and praters^ ami it is lofs of time to dif-

j>ate with them.
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