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could have ftcercd different from what Hic

lia» done ? Let the laudatores icmporis aSli de-

claim as they plcafc j let the confidcrer ring his

changes upon former meafures j but whiHt the

power of France exifts; is not Great-Britain to

guard againft her ambition ? That the power

of France exifts, is the bafis of our confide-

rer's doftrinc. That we have not purfued the

war upon the principles and meafures that di-

rected us in former times, muft equally be ad-

mitted. But for that reafon objects are

changed ; the fame fyftcm no longer exifts

;

and the ballancc of power, in the point where

it formerly vibrated, is now a non-entity*

Upon the fuppofition of this ballance being an

entity, the confidercr has raifed his whole

fabrick. The fmalleft fpark of candour

would have taught him, that when king Wil-

liam formed the grand confederacy, the fupport

of the houfe of Auftria, upon the continent,

was his great object. Why was that his ob-

ject ? Becaufe he reafonably thought that the

houfe of Auflria was the grand counterprize,

upon the continent, to the ambition of the

houfe of Bourbon j and the houfe of Bourbon

was the power which England and Holland

had then the greatell reafon to dread. Had they

dreaded the houfe of Auftria, king William,
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