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*' (/7»c/Vf(//r) iipiinst 11 I'liiirtiT of tliat <l<'S«'i'i|)f ion ; fliiit In- tlnuii,'li* it a tvniiiiiiriil liiid l)i>;li-

" liamli'd |ii'<i('i'i'i|iii^' wliicli im ( invfriiiiH-iit nii^lit to iiiKlrrtuki'.

•' Tlic two haw ( )llifi'rK ut'tcrwards f^iiM' tlii'ir iipiiiioii in writiiij; that tlic Crown oiii;lit

" not in justii'f to raise this (|ucHtioii iiS'to till' ^ciiti'til validity of t,hr riiaftrr; Imt thut on

"uviTy lef;.il juincijili' thu Company's tiMritoiidl own«'rshi|) of thf hind, and tho
|

iviiegcH iind

" rij^lits iniidciiiul tlifi'i'ttj uh foi- ('.\niii|ih' thi- rii{lit of fxi'ludin;; persons artin),' in violation

" of t'.eir fct,'iil ii.ions ou^rht to he dffiiicd valid.' * * *

[Fa;;'! l;'ii| " Krom con vcrsat ions he (Mr. l,alionili('rr) had held ii|M)n this suiiject with

"th'; uMst I'lrii cut lawyers, liotli of this eountry aii<l of Caiiada. lie lielie\ed what could he
" atliriiied on tlio umttiT wus, that so fur iw a ri><lit to thi- territory wiis concerned, the chiirter

" Was ^O'd, b l^, that so far us exclusive trade wus concenicfi, the Crown had acted n/lni rirrn

"in ^^raiitiny it. * * ' The country held under license

"

(that is, ill contradistinction to the t-ounti\ held under charter) "was never ;ii\en to the
' Coiii|iany excej)t with the distinct re.servation on the j)art of the Crown of the rifflit to

"PR abiish C'oionies. At tlie jirescnt inoment the (iovernnient iiii;;h( erect in that part of the

"tpuiloiv a Colony without as'Kin<' tin- leave of the Coiiiimnv, and the liill lipfon^ the ilouse
" in I'lffifnce to I. I'.v Caledonia " ('.', liritish Columbia) " was a proof of t hi' correctness of

"l.u ••'atf mi III."

rPa;^'!' 1S131 " Lni'd Gr(^ when Colonial .Minister lefern d the (jupstioii as to the .validity

''of ine ri:;iiis rFnimed tiy ilie Hudson's liay Company to the Law Officers of the ( ixwii, who
"I'trit: to ilie deliberate conclusion, to which he (.Mr. liabouchere) himself subseipienily arrived,

"that ic Wuuld not be becoiiiini,' or consistent with precedent for tlm (Jovernment to institute

" pr(C°i.'di!'j;.i with a view to try the validity of a I'liarler ;iranted by the Crown. H»^ sliould,

"tiieffore objpct to the resolution proposed in relation to that point." '' *

[I'-'.p't.' lSl.'i| " Cnder these circumstances he thou;;ht the House had U-tter lea\f the
" iiiatti'r in the hands of the Executive ( lovernmen.t, whose views would doubtless lie explained
"by the Uij^ht Hon. Haronet (Sir Hulwer Lyttoii) opposite." * •*

Sii- Hulwer Lyttoii, t'f)lonial Seen tary, said [Annexure 11, p. lH|(iJ:--"The license is a
" (piestion wholly distinct from that of t lie charter, the license ^dves none of tlie tei'i'itoriul

" ri;.dits which the charter .-issumes, it iri\ol\es iio principile nf ompensation in case of lands
" which Colonies may reipiii-e.

"

[Pa;;e |S|«J] " jiut now comes the ditlii'ulty. The land {i. f., about Red Riser) ."he
" would thus flispose of for colonization is within the charter of the Hudson's Bay ('ompany,

"and if that charter be valid, the land belonj^s to the Company, but not the monopoly of trade,

"except as includes the riifht of ownci'ship to keep others off the land. The l^aw Otiicers

'of the late (Jovernment, men of very high distinction, consider that the Crfiwn cannot now
" with justice raise the (|uestion of general validity of the charter.

'

I I'age l!^20] " It is our intention to submit the ijue.stion to the most careful and deliberate
" co«ip.»deration of our Law Otlicers, and ascertain from them whether in equity and justice we
" couM advise the Crown or recommend to I'arliameiit any nn"|e lij which to facilitate a

"Judicial decision u|)on this venerable title deed.
"

[l'a<;c 1N"J1] " We can obviously say nothing till their" (the Law Ofhcers) "opinion is

" received."

liord John Ru.ssell fp. IS'.'L'Js.iid "the Right lion, gentleman (Sir B. Lytton) wlio has
" ju.st sat down, has a ditlicult task before him, and I am ipiite sure that the Hou.se will be
' inclimtl to give liim whatever time he May think necessary in lU'di'r to decide u))oii the cour.se

"of policy which may .seem most useful to the country and most beiieticial to mankind." * *

I

I'age |Sl'2] " We lia\e then this further (juestion, what are the rights of the 0(uupany?
" Now. coming to this last jioint, wliieh I think iiivolvf^s the greatest ditiieulty of all." * *

ip. If23 1
" if upon the other hand it should be found that they do possess .'uch a right, and

" that you think it necessary fur Imperial purposes to take away fiom them privileges which
" they now enjoy, then 1 think they must lie held to have a claim to compen.sation which you
" cBMiiot resist."

Ml'. Mills (Annexure 11, p. 1820] " certaiidy agreed with the spirit of the three resolutions
" propo.seil by the Jlon. and learned gentlenian, and he cordially hoped the day was not far
" distant wlien the important (|Uestion alluded to by the noble Lord would be settled in a
" manner satisfactory to the j)eo]>le of (Jreat Britain."

Mr. Lowe [Annexure II, p. |S27] "held that it would be derogatory to the dignity of
" the tJo\eriiment, derogatory to the dignity and good faith of the House if they were now to
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