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(Icutly of Father Jnliau Gamier, who wan then in

tliH Seueoa country, wliile GraviiT never was. On
page 255 the extract from Frotitt'uac'B letter regard-

iug Jjliet, has the date Hni)prfBaeiI in the text and
given only in the Hummary, which in view of the

fact, that the animus of the whole c illection is to

asHail Joliet, does not look accidental.

There are, undoubtedly, papers here made ac-

(vssibh) to liiBtorical students for the first time,

l)Ut their number and value are not what one would
expect from a collector possehniug for years the re-

luarkajle advantages of Mr, Margry. The most
nnportant are really those which give the true

story of Li Salle's last attempt, exp jse his pirati-

cal object and relieve Beanjeu from the odium so

i )ug, so disiugeauously and so persistently heaped
upon him.

In his letter to Mr, Draper, as translated by Mr.
James D. Butler, Mr. Margry says: "I still very

firmly believe that La Salle discovered the Missis-

sippi by way of the Lakes, by Chicago and by the

Illiuois River, as far south as the 36th parallel

and all this before 1G73 (the date of Marquette's

discovery). This opinion of mine I base first on
the narrative made by La Salle to the Abbd Renau-
dot." This narrative describes an e* '"^dition in

which La Salle was engaged southwest of Lake
Oatorio, for a distance of four hundred leagues,

!ind d>jwu a river that must have been the Ohio.
This was in 1669,

The narrative proceeds : "Some time thereafter he
made a second expedition on the same ri<ver winch
he (luitted below Lake Erie, made a portage of six

or seven leagues to embark on that lake, traversed

it toward the north, ascended the river out oi

which it flows, pussed the Lake of Dirty Water


