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The means to that end i* thv thrw'fold authority to teacli,

to sanctify aid to guide or rulo— /.c, to focus the minds, the

wills, and the actions of men by one world-wide common

impulsi toward- the Infinite End to h<> attained.

Thes- suiK-rnatural nie.ins the Church derives directly

from he. Founder; no earthly power could uipply them, since

thev transc<-nd the whole order of nature

[373 1 Wo have already ..b^erved that the r ,.:t of the

Church to material support' fi-)in her members, and to sover-

eign independence from the State, if \iewed exclusively as a

God-given right, transcends all human authority. Viewed,

however, a-; a natural right, it may be sa'd to proceed from

the natural law which reciuires us to keep a just contract

fbaptism), to return gf«'d for good, and to respect the Ood-

given rights of others—espccial'.y when those divine rig. ' s,

so far from clashing with, do positively promote the moial,

intellectual and material interests of cvic society and of man-

kind at large.
i, u.

The very law of nature commands us to respect the rignis

conferred bv the Creator of nature.

It only' remains for us to draw the inevitable conclusion

from the above premises.
. j

The Church is a perfect society— «.f., a society whose end

i ; subordinate and subservient to no other, and whose means

i'dequatcly respond to the end: therefore, the Church is en-

titled bv 'the right of nature to Sovereign authority—which

is but a'nother way of saying that she has a natural right to

A perfect society has the right to cxi.st as such. It can-

not exist without enforcing the use of the means to the end-

for if the means can be altered or changed, or replaced, or

s-t aside at the choice of each individual member- a) they

w-iU fall short of the end; {f) differences and antagonisms

are sure to arise; '.) the least evil, as a result, will be confusion

and utter lack of concert of action. For, the mind is subject

to so manv alx-rrations, the will to so many vacillations, the

heart to so many temptations and corruptions-that nothing

short of a controlling authority can blend .so many minds,

nnd wills and hearts together in the use of the appointed

means and thereby save the union or society from disruption.

Therefore, the use of the means must be mat'e obligatory on

all or it will be a dead letter, and the society will -fail of its

desired end. Now, the authority to make the rneans obliga-

tory IS the authority to give them forc^ of law-the legislative

authority.

To recapitulate and close the argument:

By virtue of the natural law, the Church, as a perfect so-

cietv, has the right to exist. She cannot exist without givinp

f.irce ( f law to her ordained means cif existence—which other-

wise would be neglected or ignored, and would occasion end-


